The Mannequin Maker’s Daughter

Shalini (25), a youtuber, based in Vancouver who runs a travel YouTube channel, gets an invitation
from one of her subscribers to attend a marriage in the countryside. The invitation card which has
come by post also particularly stresses she must bring along her parents and sister too. Her sister
Shruti who is 21 is studying cyber security and cyber investigation in The University of Sydney and

Shalini shows the invitation card to her viewers and also sister Shruti and is excited about the
imminent trip, when a drop of blood falls from above on the invitation card and trickles down. She is
bewildered and cannot explain how the drop of blood would fall on the invitation card and gets turned
off and decides not to go. Her sister Shruti says not to be superstitious and continue with the plan to
go to attend the invitation.

Shalini says she wants to give a surprise trip to the parents, Rajen (55) and Rohini (54) and the continue
with the road trip. Shalini records everything on camera, to be shared with her channel and with her
sister Shruti. They reach a rural small town/village when the sun has set and it is getting dark. They
are tired of the road trip. They are received by Jason (35) who has invited them to the small town. The
small town looks forlorn and they wonder where the marriage is happening. There are no signs of any
celebration. They come to know the marriage is on the next day and Jason has arranged a house where
they will stay for two days. When they reach the house, Shalini is excited that the house looks fabulous.
But her father and mother look less happy; they are looking at each other and do not seem too eager
to stay in the house. But they are tired and decide to stay.

While Jason opens up the house and shows Shalini inside the house, where they will stay the next 2
days, Shalini notices an old antique wall clock that has stopped. She asks if the clock works; and Jason
says it has stopped for almost 34 years, after some incident, which he does not know about. Shalini
and her father go into other rooms of the house and also go upstairs and find one room is stuffed with
several mannequins. The dimly lit room looks spooky, with all the mannequins, some even looking
very real. Shalini records it with enthusiasm and asks why is there a room full of mannequins, and
Jason answers the owner of the house had a mannequin making business and made mannequins. He
left the place after a personal tragedy.

That night, when everyone is settled in their rooms, Shalini hears a scream from her mother Rohini,
from outside the house and rushes out to see Rohini has fallen into the pool with the fountain outside
the house and is choking inside the water. She pulls her up and she looks dead scared. She says she
saw someone near the fountain below from her window and went down to see and was looking into
the water of the fountain and it seemed to her two hands came out of the water and pulled her into
the water. Shalini and her father says she must be tired of the long road trip and hallucinated and
tripped into the water.

Their moods turn sour and the Rohini and Rajen insist to leave in the morning with Shalini. Shalini says
she is not leaving without covering the wedding. Shalini does a videocall with her sister and says what
has happened. During the call she hears ticking sound of a clock and walks to the hall with the video
callon and is startled to see the clock working. She tells the sister the clock was reportedly not working
for 34 years but has started working tonight. She sees both the hands of the clock move and stop at
1. Then start moving and stop at 9; then again start moving and stop at 8 and again at 6. Then it again
stops dead, like it was. She notes down the numbers, 1986. The clock seems to have communicated
to her something that had happened back in 1986, which is 34 years ago. The sisters do not want to
believe it but it now seems things are looking quite paranormal, starting from the blood drop on the



invitation card, to two hands pulling Rohini, their mother into the pool, then the dead clock moving
and stopping on the numbers 1986.

The next morning Rohini and Rajen are adamant to leave when Jason comes with breakfast and coffee
and says there is a bad news; due to a pandemic, a nationwise lockdown has been announced from
the midnight of the previous night and everything has been shut down; so there is no way to leave,
and the wedding has also been cancelled and postponed due to the pandemic nationwise lockdown.
Shalini tells Jason about the clock last night and he finds it hard to believe. She shows him the video
and he say the clock had stopped 34 years ago in 1986, so that is a strange coincidence.

Stuck in the house, unable to leave, Shalini decides to explore the 1% floor, which is where the owner
of the house lived, on video call with Shruti. The 15 floor has the large room filled with old mannequins;
dusty, some are even damaged; one among them look very realistic, almost humanlike. She stands in
front of the humanlike mannequin, appreciating the maker, how realistic his craft is. Then the sound
of an old alarm clock ringing startles her and she goes to find which alarm clock is ringing. The house
has several clocks too. The alarm clock was ringing at a height on a rack, she pulls a chair to reach out
and pulls out the ringing clock. To do that, a number of old books fall on the floor, along with an old
album. She takes the album in her hand and flips through it. It was as if the alarm clock, which has
now stopped ringing, was pointing her towards this alboum. The pages have photos of the owner of
the house, the mannequin maker and her daughter, Jennifer (25). They seem to be happy. In some
photos Jennifer is seen with a guy but the face of the guy is hidden or he is turning away from the
camera. She finds striking similarity of Jennifer with the most beautiful humanlike mannequin. She
turns to the mannequin what looks exactly like Jennifer and is taken aback/scared to see it closer to
her and looking straight at her; she was sure the mannequin was turning away from her and was
placed further away.

Shalini and Shruti, now feel there is indeed something paranormal about the house and it is destiny
that has brought Shalini to this house; as if Jennifer or someone is trying to convey a message to
Shalini, to point towards something. Shalini goes out into the neighbourhood and meet an elderly
couple and introduce them on video call to her sister Shruti. She asks how long the couple have been
living in the neighbourhood; they say for over 50 years. She asks if they knew the mannequin maker
and his daughter Jennifer. The man says the mannequin maker Mark had a beautiful and sweet
natured daughter named Jennifer. Mark had a mannequin store in the town, from where he supplied
to stores in Vancouver . Jennifer went missing over 30 years ago; she asks if it was in 1986; to which
the man say, yes it was in 1986 that she vanished tracelessly and her widower father was heartbroken.
Jennifer left a 1 year old child who grew up with his grandfather but now they do not know the
whereabouts of Jennifer’s son. Shalini asks if Jennifer was married; to which the couple say no she was
not; it was a shame that she became pregnant and became a mother by a local college student who
was the tenant in the ground floor of their house. This guy who studied in the local college and lived
as their tenant in the ground floor had a fleeting romance with the landlord’s daughter Jennifer and
she became pregnant and bore a child. Though the father wanted her to abort, but she went ahead
to keep the child. But in 1986 the guy and Jennifer both vanished tracelessly and left the child who
grew up with the grandfather till they both sold the house and left the town in the early 1990s.

Shruti, who is a cyber security student, gives instructions to Shalini to link the CCTV camera footage to
her laptop, so she has a better view of the incidents that seem to be happening in the house. That
night Shalini gets a video call from Shruti who says she has seen Rohini walk out of her bed in the CCTV
footage. Shalini keeps the video call on, rushes to her mother’s room and discovers her mother Rohini
is not in bed and while searching, she seems to have walked out of her bed. Shalini goes down to the
garden to see if she has again walked to the fountain and is taken aback when she looks up at the
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window of the 1° floor from the fountain. Her mother Rohini is standing on the edge of the window
of the 1% floor, as if by sleepwalking, about to go for a free fall from the window. She rushes upstairs
and is able to pull her mother inside the building just in the nick of time when she was about to fall.
As if Rohini has suddenly woken up and asks what she was doing there.

The sisters decide to check the CCTV footage and see Rohini walking out of the bed and going to the
1%t floor, then standing in front of the mannequins. She stands in front of the mannequin looking like
Jennifer, when suddenly the mannequin falls on her, and Rohini falls on her back and face of the
mannequin faces her face. Shruti zooms the footage to see some dark jelly-like substance flowing out
of the mouth of the mannequin into her mother Rohini’s mouth. After this, she gets up and walks
towards the window and was about to jump from the window when Shalini pulls her hand and they
both fall on the floor inside the house, and Rohini wakes up.

The sisters wonder why is Rohini facing imminent death again and again; it happened twice in the
house.

Shruti, the cyber expert tells her sister she would try to hack into the online records and database of
the local hospital to see if Jennifer Dawson gave birth to a child in 1985 and what was the name given
to the child. She hacks into the online database records of the City Hospital, shares screen with Shalini
who sees on her laptop and they are able to trace the records of April 1985 of the City Hospital where
they discover Jennifer had given birth to a boy who was issued a birth certificate by the name of Jason
Dawson. They are taken aback that Jason who had invited them to this house is probably the son of
Jennifer and the grandson of the mannequin maker Mr. Dawson. Shalini is furious and decides to
confront Jason the next morning.

Shruti next Googles the name of the local college near the small town, hoping to find a clue about the
guy who lived in this house on the ground floor as a tenant 34 years ago and vanished along with
Jennifer. She finds the website of the college and go into the alumni photos of the past batches and
goes to the photos of the batches of 1985 and 1986. She cannot believe her eyes at what she sees.
She shares screen with Shalini on her laptop, and in the student group photos of 1986, they see photos
of their father and mother in the same class but the names are different in the label below. Their
father and mother, who appear among the students are named as Shivaji and Gauthami. Shalini and
Shruti’s base of faith shakes and they are bewildered at what they see. Are their father and mother
imposters? They had both studied in the local college and in the same class but according to the college
records their names were Shivaji and Gauthami.

Shalini call up their family lawyer, who is associated with them for decades on video call and ask a
confidential information, if their father and mother had changed their names in court by an affidavit
many years ago and why. At first the lawyer was hesitant and reluctant to part with the information
but when told there is a life risk involved, he admits they had both changed their first names 3 decades
ago in their twenties. He does not know the reason why.

When Shalini is in her mother and father’s room, keeping Shruti on video call, determined to ask why
the parents had kept it a secret that they studied in the local college here and that they both had
different names, she comes across something she did not expect.

Beside her father was a mannequin that looked exactly like their mother. Their father Rajen wakes up
and is startled to see a mannequin of his wife beside him. He asks where Rohini is. He starts shaking
the mannequin, and they suspect Rohini has turned into a mannequin. While Rajan is shaking the
mannequin resembling Rohini, the head of the mannequin turn and kiss Rajan, and a rubbery jelly like



black substance flows from the mouth of the mannequin into the mouth of Rajan and he almost
chokes. Next moment he starts transforming into a mannequin.

The lighting of the room changes, and a vision from the past, like a montage of a motion picture comes
before Shalini and Shruti who are able to able to see incidents that happened in this room 34 years
ago. They see their young 21 year old father, then named Shivaji, making love to Jennifer, who was
the landlord’s daughter but he did not love her. His real girlfriend was Rohini, then named Gauthami,
a classmate from the same college. One day Jennifer got pregnant, and young Rajan got worried and
wanted her to abort; but the kept the child; one day his real girlfriend Rohini/Gauthami storms into
the room, when Rajan/Shivaji and Jennifer are holding hands and talking romantically, and takes out
a long knife and stabs Jennifer several times, killing her on the floor. Shivaji/Rajan gets very tense at
that Gauthami/Rohini has done in a fit of anger; but they both hide the deadbody behind a wall of the
house, and leave the town forever, later changing their names, so they cannot be traced. The
mannequin maker Mr Dawson is broken hearted at her daughter going missing and creates a
mannequin resembling his daughter Jennifer. He practiced black magic and invokes her daughter’s
spirit if she is dead, into the mannequin, so she would avenge the wrongdoing on her. The vision from
the past fades out and the bright light dims. In room lay two mannequins resembling Rohini and Rajan;
lifeless.

Police cars outside the house the next morning; Shalini talks to the police officer and tells her to break
the wall, where he will find the bones of the beautiful Jennifer who was in love with Rajan, the tenant,
who was cheating her and lead to her horrific death.

She asks a neighbour which is the house of Jason; she wants to say goodbye before the police would
help her reach Vancouver . The neighbour says Jason Dawson died in a car accident in 2010. There is
no one called Jason living.

-~ The End -
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