Scr eenpl ay



SCENE 1

EXT. QUTSI DE COURT- DAY

The angry nob outside the court house shout their |ungs out.
They | ook extrenely angry and miffed. They shout out
sl ogans.

ANGRY MOB
We want capital punishment for the
rapi st.

ANGRY MOB

Die rapists die, Die rapists die.

Anm dst the crowd stands a woman in her early 30s, she | ooks
upset and lost. A drop of tear rolls down her cheek. She

| ooks at the angry nob shouting out the slogans. She slowy
W pes her tears and | ooks at the Exit gate of the court
house.

A bunch of journalists stand near the court. The wonan
notices the journalists covering and recording a byte.

JOURNALI ST
On Wednesday norni ng Chennai woke
up to the sad and di sturbing news
of a mnor being raped. Today we
stand outside the court were the
accused nmen has been present and
woul d be tried with the avail abl e
proofs. It is an extrenely sad
event .

The woman focuses back at the exit gate of the court house.
After about ten m nutes she notices the police draggi ng out
t he accused people out of the court. The wonman tries to go
near the accused nen after she notices them being carried
out. The woman pierces through the crowd to reach them

One of the accused nen who is being dragged with the others,
stands at one point and | ooks around at the angry nob. He
wears a security uniformand is handcuffed. He breaks down
into tears when he hears the sl ogans by the angry nob.

The angry nob suddenly starts throwing slippers and rotten
veget abl es at the accused. The police quickly drags the
accused people, forward. The woman finally reaches the path
whi ch the police is using to acconpany the accused. She

| ooks for soneone and notices the guy in security uniform
bei ng dragged by a constable. She [ifts her hand and calls
hi m
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THE WOMAN
Appa.

The man in security uniformturns and notices the wonan
whi ch changes his expression for a bit. He | ooks happy for
t he nonent.

THE ACCUSED SECURI TY
Ahal ya.

The ol d guy extends his arns and reach out to her. For a
brief nmoment they touch hands with each other. The old man
is then dragged again by the constable against his will. The
man cries and again shouts out.

THE ACCUSED SECURI TY
| minnocent. |’ ve done not hing.

Ahal ya | ooks at the man hel pl essly and then she turns around
at the angry nob. The sl ogans and the cuss words hurt her to
the core. She stands at her place hel plessly |ooking at the

ol d security guy being dragged to the police van.

At that precise nonment a group of |awers standi ng near the
police barricade, near the police van, attack the accused
men. The police in charge tries to control the situation but
after seeing the angry nob joining the | awers he quickly
gestures at his teamfor back up. Wth in no tine the back
up appears and clears the angry |l awers, and push the
accused nmen in to the van. They clear the nob and | eave the
pl ace i mredi atel y.

Ahal ya wi tnesses the whol e incident and breaks down into
tears. She slowly wal ks out of the area.

CUT TO
SCENE 2

EXT. BUS STOP/I N THE BUS- LATER

Ahal ya | ooks extrenely sad and depressed. She checks her

wat ch and stands at the bus stop waiting for the bus. She

t akes a bus back home. She takes a seat and | ooks outside
the wi ndow bl ankly. The tears in her eyes are prom nent and
conti nuous. She w pes her tears continuously wth her
handker chi ef. She takes out her nobile and checks for unread
messages and m ssed calls when she over-hears two

co- passengers taking about the raped mnor, just behind her.
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FEMALE CO PASSENGER
They can’t be consi dered humans?

FEMALE CO PASSENGER 2
What is her age?

FEMALE CO- PASSENCGER
She is just seven. Mreover, she is
deaf and dunb.

FEMALE CO PASSENGER 2
Goodness oh lord, they should be
hanged i medi ately. There shoul d be
no trial, hearing or judgnent you
know.

FEMALE CO PASSENGER
These peopl e are uneducated and
pervert. That’'s all what they are.
It’s sad that in our country we as
wonen are still not safe.

FEMALE CO PASSENGER2
If I woul d have been the judge,
then I would have definitely asked
to renove the genitals of the
accused.

FEMALE CO PASSENGER
Bl oody son of a devil.

Ahalya is unable to take any nore and gets up from her seat.
She wal ks down to the conductor.

AHALYA
Pl ease stop the bus, I want to step
down.

The conductor a bit surprised.

CONDUCTOR
Madane, your stoppage is yet to
cone.

AHALYA

| want to step down here.

The conductor notices the woman crying and stops the bus.
Ahal ya gets off the bus and starts wal king. Her head is down
and tears flow from her eyes continuously. While wal ki ng she
t hi nks of the accused security guy.

CUrT 10O



SCENE 3

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY ( PAST)

The old guy irons his security uniformneticul ously. He
irons the uniformvery carefully. He wears the uniform
standing in front of the mrror of the Almra. He then puts
his accessories inside his pocket. H's accessories include a
scribbling pad, a pen, a napkin and a conb. He wears his
nanme badge properly. The nanme badge reads ' Brahmanandha’.
The ol d man | ooks satisfied with his appearance and then
sets out of the room

An ol d | ady cones out of the kitchen at the precise nonent.

BRAHVANANDHA' S W FE
Don't forget to take your |unch box
and take your nedicine after having
your | unch.

BRAHVANANDHA
Don't worry I'Il. 1'll see you in
t he evening | ove.

The two smle at each other. Brahmanandha sets out of the
house and finds Ahalya comng in.

BRAHVANANDHA
You are back from school early
t oday?

AHALYA

The exam nations are starting from
Monday, so the authorities decided
to | eave the students early. Gve

thema | eave to study on their own.

BRAHVANANDHA
But you are not a student right.

Ahal ya | aughs at the statenent, Brahmanandha joi ns her.

AHALYA
Appa, if the students are not
there, what will the teachers do?
So we cane back

BRAHVANANDHA
Lucky girl. | envy you.
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AHAL YA
Oh pl ease!

Ahal ya enters her room

CUT 10O

SCENE 4

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT ( PRESENT)

Ahal ya stands at the entry of her house. She | ooks sad and
frail. A drop of tear rolls down her cheek. The house is
dark because the lights are not on. Ahalya enters inside and
switch on the lights one by one. She finds her nother

sl eeping on the sofa in front of the T.V. She holds a smal
picture of God Balaji. Ahalya notices it and then | ocks the
mai n door.

She noves in to her roomand changes. She |ies down on the
bed with her eyes w de open. She | ooks at the noving fan
above her head and trances out.

CUr 10O

SCENE 5

EXT. BUS STOP- DAY (PAST)

Br ahmanandha wal ks on the road. He checks the time on his
wist watch and increases his speed. He reaches the bus stop
and | eaves a sigh of relief. He checks his wallet and keeps
it back then he checks for sonething else in his bag. He
doesn’t find what he is |ooking for. He goes through his bag
t horoughl y. Brahmanandha doesn’t find it. H s face turns
pal e, he starts sweating. A bus stops at the bus stop, he
checks the time on his wist watch again. He | ooks a bit
tensed. He turns around and starts wal king towards his hone
when he sees Ahal ya approaching him She has a bright smle
on her face. She conmes and stops in front of Brahmanandha.

BRAHMANANDHA
What are you doi ng here Ahalya? |
was on nmy way back hone.

AHALYA
Back honme? But why Appa?
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BRAHVANANDHA
| forgot my...

Bef ore Brahnmanandha coul d finish Ahalya reveals her father’s
identity card which is in her hand.

AHALYA
| dentity card?

Brahanandha has a bright smle on his face. Ahalya hands
over the identity card to Brahnmanandha.

BRAHVANANDHA
You spoiled little brat! Were did
you get this?

AHALYA
It was on the table Appa.

Br ahmanandha sm |l es and then kisses the ID card.

AHAL YA
You really love your job! Isn't it?

BRAHMANANDHA
It has given ne everything |’ ve
t oday dear. God bl ess you

Br ahmanandha notices a bus com ng.

BRAHMANANDHA
My bus is here, | need to go kid.

Ahal ya sm | es.

AHALYA
See you in the evening dad.

Brahmanandha smles and gets on to the bus. Ahal ya | ooks at
t he bus which drives away sl owy.

CUr 10

SCENE 6

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- N GHT ( PRESENT)

Ahal ya sits on her bed and stares outside the wi ndow in her
room She sees a street dog feeding her puppies. She smles
at the sight and then a drop of tear rolls down her eyes.
She |ies down on her bed and switches off the table | anp.



CUr 10O

SCENE 7

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY

The ’'thud’ sound on the door wakes up Ahal ya. She rubs her
eyes and then sits up slowy. The sound on the door
conti nues.

AHALYA' S MOTHER
Ahal ya, we need to tal k. Open up
dear.

Ahal ya’ s not her continues bangi ng on the door. Ahalya
qui ckly gets up and opens the door. Her nother stands
out si de her room She | ooks nessed up.

Ahal ya and her nother sits on the bed in Brahmanandha’s
bedroom and talk to each other. A bit of cash and jewel ery
is kept on the bed beside them

AHALYA' S MOTHER
| ve got sone cash, and you can
sell off this jewelery. W need the
noney to get your father out. Do
you understand that.

Ahal ya | ooks shocked. She | ooks at the jewelery and then
| ooks back at her not her.

AHAL YA
Aren’t these your weddi ng
j ewel eries?

A drop of tear rolls down her cheek. She weeps and then
t akes Ahal ya’s hands in her hands.

AHALYA' S MOTHER
Not hing is nore inportant than your
fat her Ahal ya. These jewelries are
not hing without him W need to get
hi mout of this nmess Ahalya. W
can't waste tinme. These jeweleries
stand nowhere in front of your
f at her.

AKSHARA
| mnot inportant to you nunf
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Bot h Ahal ya and her nother turn towards the door of the
room Akshara, a 7 year old girl stands there in her
uniform Ahalya smles at her.

AHAL YA
O course dear you are!

Ahal ya | ooks at her nother. She holds her hand firmy.

AHALYA
W will get himout together nom
I’1l get the noney. Keep the
jewel eries back. It was a gift form
grandf at her. Thi nk about him

CUrT 1O

SCENE 8

EXT. AKSHARA' S SCHOOL- LATER

Ahal ya drops Akshara at her school and bids her goodbye when
Akshara grabs her hand.

AKSHARA
Do you think dad is going to be
back with us soon?

Ahal ya sm | es at Akshara.

AHALYA
| prom se you, he will be with us
soon.

Akshara nods her head and the puts her head | ow. She turns
around and starts wal king towards the school. She then stops
suddenly and | ooks back at Ahal ya.

AKSHARA
You are sure he is not going to
di sappear |i ke bhaiya.

AHALYA
O course not sweetie, he is gonna
be back. Why do you feel so
darling?

AKSHARA
You always told ne that bhaiya
woul d be back... But he never did.
| just hope baba cones back.
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Ahal ya | ooks depressed, she is unable to give her any

answer. She stands still at her place.
CUT TO
SCENE 9
| NT. BANK- LATER
Ahal ya stands in a queue. An old nman struggles to fill up a

form Ahalya helps himwhile standing in the queue.
Ahalya is now at the counter and talking to the teller.

AHAL YA
Wy can’t |’ ve 25 thousand?

TELLER
Ma’ am your m ni num bal ance
requirenent is one thousand. You
can’t wi thdraw nore than 23
t housand.

AHALYA
Look | really need this, can you
make an exception?

The teller sm|es at Ahalya.

TELLER
23 thousand is all | can give you
ma’ am
Ahalya loses it for a nonment. She bangs the table side in
front of her.

AHALYA
That’ s nmy fucking noney and | want
it you noron. You guys are nothing
but bl ood sucki ng vanpires. You al
will burn in hell

The teller calls Ahalya. Ahalya is standing at her place
t hi nki ng about it.

TELLER
Are you Ck?

Ahal ya rubs her forehead. She | ooks at the teller.
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TELLER
You need to give a new cheque
ma’ am And 23 thousand it is.

Ahal ya nods her head.

She counts the noney and keeps it in her bag. She takes a
bus.

CUrT 1O

SCENE 10

| NT. CAFE- LATER

Ahalya sits with a man of her age at a table. The two talk
to each ot her

AHALYA
| need your help Srikant. You are
his junior.

The young man shakes his forehead and wi pes his face with
hi s napki n.

SRI KANT
|’mnot sure if | can help you
Ahal ya. Your father’s case is...

Ahal ya stops him

AHALYA
My father is not a rapist Srikant.
He lives his job. He was all about
protecting people. He can never do
it.

SRI KANT
The victinms statenent is all what
they need. Once the victimis out

of trauma, she will identify them
Don’t you get it. You have to live
with it.

Ahal ya gets up

AHAL YA
He is innocent Srikant, and ny
heart tells nme that. | need your

hel p and you only have to fix a
meeting with your senior...
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Sri kant stops her this tinme.

SRI KANT
You are not getting nme Ahalya, the
BAR doesn’t want any | awer to take
up your father’s case or any of the
accused.

AHALYA
All | want is to neet M. Purohit.
That woul d suffice.

Sri kant | ooks at Ahalya and notices a rage in her eyes. He
nods his head to say yes.

CUr 10

SCENE 11

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT ( PAST)

The clock ticks at 00.30am Brahmanandha checks the tine and
noves outside the house and sits on the floor in the
entrance. Ahalya, her nother and Akshara sit in the dining
hall. They all | ook distraught.

AKSHARA
Where i s bhaiya?

Ahal ya’ s not her holds her tight. Don’t worry he will back
soon. Ahalya holds her nother’s hand. A car’s sound grabs
the famly' s attention.

A car stops in front of Brahmanandha’ s house. Vasi sht,
Brahmanandha’ s son steps out of the car. He is drunk. Hi's
friend who is in the driver’s seat is al so drunk.

Br ahmanandha appr oaches them

BRAHMANANDHA
What is the matter with you son
why are you so |ate.
Vasi sht speaks up in munbl ed voi ce.

VASI SHT
Sorry baba??

Br ahmanandha noti ces that he is drunk.
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BRAHVANANDHA
Are you drunk.

Vasi sht sm |l es at Brahnmanandha.

VASI SHT
A bit. Just a sip.

Vasi sht’s friend | aughs.

VASI SHT" S FRI END
Pour nme a glass of drink you
dr unkar d.

VASI SHT
CGet out of here you bastard.

The two | augh.

BRAHMANANDHA
Vasi sht you go inside right now.

VASI SHT
Chilly dad... just chilly..

VASI SHT" S FRI END
Chill you idiot.

VASI SHT
| m drunk.
BRAHMANANDHA
Enough. | need to neet your father

young nman, does he know about this.
Vasisht’s friend i medi ately turns the car and rushes away.
Vasi sht starts puking and falls on the floor. Brahmanandha
pi cks himup and takes himinside.

Vasi sht’s mother is shocked to see her son like that. She
rushes to him

AHALYA' S MOTHER
What’s wong with hinf

BRAHVANANHA
He is drunk.

Br ahmanandha and His wife takes Vasisht inside his room He
is still puking.

Akshara | ooks at her sister and asks her a question.
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AKSHARA
What’s wong with him

AHALYA
He i s possessed by a gin.

Akshara | ooks curi ous.

CUT TO
SCENE 12

I NT. O PUROH T° S OFFI CE- AFTERNOON

Ahalya waits at the reception with sone ot her people. The
receptioni st attends the call and talks to a probable
client.

RECEPTI ONI ST
What is it about? OK, ok, fine.
Property? What’'s the worth of your
property? K.

Wil e tal king the receptionist notes down few pointers on
her scratch pad.

RECEPTI ONI ST
If you want himto fight your case
then you have to tell ne everything
Sir. Wiat’s the worth of your
property?

She hol ds the phone and listens to the caller patiently. She
then tears of the page she was witing on throws it in the
dust bi n.

RECEPTI ONI ST
"Il tell Sir about the case and
"Il fix a date. Thank you M.
yer.
The receptioni st slans the phone down. Ahalya notices the
action, she is a bit annoyed and turns her face towards her
wat ch. She checks the time on her watch. At that precise
nmoment a man exits from M. Purohit’s chanber. The
receptioni st | ooks at Ahalya and gestures her to go in.
Ahal ya gets up from her place and noves into the chanber
She is holding a few files in her hand.

She enters the chanber.
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PURCH T
Pl ease have a seat.

Ahal ya sits down on the chair opposite to M. Purohit.

PURCHI T
Ms. Ahalya, tell me how can | help
you?

Ahal ya hands over the file in her hand to M. Purohit and
starts tal king.

AHALYA
Sir, this is about ny father, M.
Br ahmanandha.

PURCH T
Wait, wait, wait. You are his
daughter.

Ahal ya sits at her place expressionless for sonetine. Then
she gulps in the saliva in her nouth and starts speaking.

AHALYA
Yes sir, he is ny father.

Purohit | ooks at Ahalya’ s face for sonetine.

PURCHI T
Mss, I'mreally sorry but | really
can’t take your case. You can find
soneone el se.

AHALYA
My father is not a rapist sir. He
is being franed.

Purohit starts |aughi ng. Ahalya |ooks surprised.

AHALYA
Did I say sonething funny?

PURCHI T
O course you did. Wiy will soneone
frame your father as a rapist? That
too a seven year old girl.

Purohit stops | aughing and drinks water fromthe gl ass kept
on his table.

PURCHI T

Ms. Ahalya, |’ mreally sorry but
really can’t take your case.
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Purohit sm | es.

AHALYA
But why? 1’1l pay you. 1’ve the
noney.

PURCHI T

| don’t need the noney Kkid.

AHALYA
Sir you are a renowned | awer. You
have a hundred percent track
record. My father needs you. He
| oved his job sir, he can’'t do
anyt hing heinous like this. |I’'ve
known hi m since chil dhood sir.

PURCHI T
Ahal ya, in cases |ike nurders and
rapes the famly nenbers are the
| ast person to know whet her the
accused is saying the truth or just
bl uffing, and to be honest we
really can’'t take a case on your
gut feeling.

Ahal ya | ooks down.

A di sappoi nted Ahal ya gets up from her

chanber.

SCENE 13

PURCHI T
You know why 1’ ve a hundred percent
track record?

AHALYA
Wy ?

PURCHI T
Because |’ ve al ways supported the
right cause. That’s what | do
Ahalya... I'msorry | can’t take
your case.

15.

pl ace and | eaves the

CUT TO



16.

EXT. /I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- EVEN NG

Ahal ya wal ks up and stands in front of her house. She is
still holding the files. She | ooks at her house. The house
| ooks as creepy as a haunted house. She feels the silence.
She wal ks into the house to find Akshara doi ng her honmewor k
at the dining table.

AKSHARA
H didi.

AHALYA
Hell o | ove, how was your day.

Akshara continues doi ng her homework while tal king to Ahal ya

AKSHARA
It was just |ike another day. W
had a special class on self
def ense.

AHALYA
That' s new.

AKSHARA
Nope, it was boring. | already know
what |1’ve to do for self defense.

Ahalya smles a bit.

AHALYA
What ?

AKSHARA
"Il join Karate once baba is out.
Don’t you think that would be
enough.

Ahal ya smiles at Akshara and caresses her hair with her
hand. She gets into her roomand switches on the T.V. A news
report on the latest rape case is being tel ecast.

REPORTER
On 26th of July, a m nor was raped
by seven at the prem um conpl ex of
Chennai. Qur safety, our children
safety is in question. W have a
speci al guest at the studi o today.
The children wel fare mnister of
the state, Ms.Savita Raje. Ms. Raje
it is a serious concern, incidents
as heinous as rape is getting so
comon in our state.
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SAVI TA

Roshan, It is about the nentality
of the people. And you have to be
really careful about whomto
believe. W are living in a nodern
but that doesn’t nake us |ess
human. | was really shocked to see
t hat one of the accused is a
security head in the same conpl ex.

At that precise nonent Ahalya’ s nother enters the room and
switches off the T.V. She | ooks at Ahal ya. Ahal ya | ooks at
her nother. She notices that her nother is | ooking
depressed. She | eaves the room and goes back to her room

Ahalya’s nother |ie down on her bed. A drop of tear rolls
down her cheek and wets the pillow underneath her head.

CUT TO
SCENE14
| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE/ KI TCHEN- EVENI NG ( PAST)
Ahal ya’s nother pours oil into a kadai and heats it up. She

stirs the fish curry and tastes the gravy with a spoon. She
takes out the fish curry fromthe gas and puts it in a
container. At the precise nonent Ahalya s nother hears the
the ring tone of her nobile. She | ooks for her nobile. But
doesn’t get it.

AHALYA' S MOTHER
Where are you?

The nobile continues ringing. She realizes that she has kept
the nobile in the washroom She gets her nobile and finds a
mss call. It is Atashi, her friend fromlocality. She
i medi ately calls her back. She | ooks a bit disgusted.

AHALYA' S MOTHER
Yes Aanani ka tell nel

ATASHI

Arti, switch on the T.V right now.
AARTI

What ? Why?
ATASHI

| can’t tell you that, just watch

t he news.
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Aarti quickly gets the renote of the T.V and goes to
Ahalya’s room and switches it on.

REPORTER
We have just received the news that
seven peopl e have been arrested a
mnor’s rape case in the Prem um
Conpl ex of Chennai. The police has
arrested Lakkhan Singh, the
pl unber, Ham m I gbal, the paper
man, Surya Prakash, the punp
oper ator, Brahmanandha, the
security head. ..

After hearing her husbands name, everything starts buzzing
in Aarti’s ear. The renote falls off her hand. She starts
sweating. She is hit by an Asthma attack, she | ooks for her

i nhal er. She struggles to her roomand gets the inhaler from
her cupboard. She takes a shot fromthe inhaler.

Ahal ya enters the house and calls out her nom she walks in
to her nother’s roomto find Aarti |ying unconscious on the
ground. She imedi ately attends her.

AHALYA
Mom !'!

CUr 10
SCENE 15
| NT. HOSPI TAL- LATER

Ahal ya hol ds Akshara’s hand and stands with the doctor. The
doctor tal ks to Ahalya.

DOCTOR
There is nothing to worry about. W
will get the tests done. Let her

rest here for few days.
Ahal ya nods her head.

AHAL YA
Yes doctor.

DOCTOR
Get these medicines fromthe
phar macy bel ow.

Doctor gives her the prescription. She | ooks at the
prescription and calls up soneone.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 19.

AHAL YA
Hell o, yes ma’amthis is Ahalya.
Yes, actually ny nomis admtted to

the hospital. | won’'t be able to
cone to the school for few days.
yes.

Ahal ya and Akshara take the el evator. Akshara | ooks scared.
Ahal ya hol ds her hands tight.

AHALYA

She is going to be alright dear.
AKSHARA

| hope so.

CUr 10

SCENE 16

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE/ KI TCHEN- EVENI NG ( PRESENT)

Aarti stands in front of the gas. She has put on the
pressure cooker on the gas. She | ooks outside the w ndow
inattentively. Ahalya conmes and stands behind her nother and
observes her closely. She | ooks outside the w ndow
depressed. Ahal ya wal ks past the kitchen and goes to her
room She takes out her second hand | aptop and does sone
research on rape accused. The researches are not hel pful.
She finds sone stupid videos and articles. She cl oses her

| apt op.

CUT TO

SCENE 17

| NT. ROOF OF THE HOUSE- DAY ( PAST)

A younger Brahmanandha opens the tool box and takes out the
screwdriver. A young Ahalya sits beside him Brahmnandha
starts repairing an old radio.

AHALYA YOUNG
Can you fix this?

BRAHVANANDHA
| think so?
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AHALYA YOUNG
Wiy do you have to fix this?

BRAHMANANDHA
Because your granny needs it dear.
This is her only source if
ent ertai nnent.

AHALYA YOUNG
| don’t like her. She is very rude.
She doesn’t |ove ne.

Br ahmanandha sni |l es at Ahal ya.

BRAHMANANDHA
No no she | oves you dear. She is
getting old, she needs rest right.

AHALYA YOUNG
| wish she die.

BRAHVANANDHA
Don't say like that dear. W are a
famly and we fight for each other
not with each other. Your granny is
sick and pal e. She needs you.

CUr 10

SCENE 18

EXT./INT. POLI CE STATI ON- DAY

Ahal ya enters the police station her father has been kept
in. She | ooks for the officer-in-charge. Ahalya walks up to
a constable and talks to him

AHAL YA
Sir, where can | neet the
of fi cer-in-charge.

CONSTABLE
VWhat's it about?

AHALYA
Brahmanandha, ny father...

Bef ore Ahal ya coul d conpete.
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CONSTABLE
VWhat's about himma am

A man sitting at the waiting desk overhears Ahalya and the
constabl e’ s conversation. He slowy noves out of the station
and tal ks to soneone over the phone.

THE MAN
The rapist’s daughter is here. I'm
hundred percent sure.

The constabl e | eads Ahalya to the O C.

OC
What can | do for you nm’ anf

CONSTABLE
She i s Brahmanandha’ s daught er
AHALYA
| just wanted to neet him
OC
Wll I'"mafraid that’s not
possi bl e.
AHALYA

"1l not take much tine.

OC
This is not a hospital ny friend.
And neither this is a park. Your
father is a crimnal and he is
under our custody and he has no
such privileges |like neeting his
fam ly. Bl oody rapist.

AHALYA
He is not a rapist.

OC
You are wong dear, now just |eave.
We have a lot of things to do.

Ahal ya gets up from her seat dejected and wal ks out of the
police station. She finds reporters standing just outside
the station. They start throw ng questions at her.

REPORTER

M ss Ahal ya, what do you have to
say about your father.
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AHALYA
Not hi ng.
REPORTERL
Did they allow you to neet him
AHALYA
No.
REPCRTER 2

| s your father a rapist.

AHAL YA
No, and no nore questions pl ease.

Ahal ya runs to taxi nearby and gets in. The taxi |eaves
i mredi ately. Ahalya cries for sonetine.

CUT TO
SCENE 19
| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY ( DREAM
Brahmanandha sits on a chair in the dining hall. Ahalya

cones and sits beside him

AHALYA
What’ s there in your job that you
can’'t take a | eave huh?

BRAHVANANDHA
Cone on | told you. I'mreally
sorry | can't join

Ahal ya shakes her head to show her di sappoi ntnment.

BRAHVANANDHA
VWhat's that shake all about?

AHALYA
You know it.

BRAHVANANDHA
Enl i ghten ne.

AHALYA
| told you about Akshara’s
parent-teacher’s neeting a nonth
ago. But you couldn’t manage to get
a leave for a day? Now that’'s
awesone.
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Aarti

BRAHVANANDHA
Seriously?

enters the roomw th Brahmanandha' s tiffin box at the

preci se nonent.

BRAHVANANDHA
Moti's wife is pregnant and today
is her due date. | had to give him

a leave. That’s ny job

AHAL YA
You and your fucking job!

AARTI
Language Ahal ya.

BRAHVANANDHA
| don’t |ike taking |eaves Ahal ya.
And then |’ve you to take care of
your sister. You are reasonable

enough. | can trust on you, can't
| ?

Ahal ya | ooks at her father for sonetine.

AHAL YA
Of course you can Appa.

BRAHMANANDHA
That’'s like nmy girl.

Br ahmanandha gets up fromhis place, picks up his bag and
tiffin box and noves out of the house. Aarti turns at
Ahal ya.

AARTI
You know your father has not taken
a leave for the last five years
right, specially after he got
pronoted as the head of the
security.

AHAL YA
He and his pronotion.

A car crashing sound grabs the attention of nother and
daughter. They quickly rush out to find an accident right in
front of their house. On going closer they see Brahnmanandha
| yi ng underneath a car in a pool of blood. Ahalya shouts.

CUT TO
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SCENE 20

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- N GHT ( PRESENT)

Ahal ya gets up from her sleep. She was dream ng. She is
sweating. Her entire housecoat is drenched in sweat. At that
preci se nmonment she hears a gl ass breaki ng sound. She gets up
and goes out to the dining hall to find one of the w ndows
broken. She recovers a big stone wapped in a paper. She
unwr aps the paper to find a nessage witten on it.

THE MESSAGE
Rapi st’ s daughter.

Ahal ya qui ckly noves to the wi ndow and | ooks outside. There
is no one there. Ahalya | ooks concerned.

CUT TO
SCENE 21

EXT. /I NT. BUS/ SCHOOL- DAY

Ahalya is traveling in bus. She | ooks concerned. The paper
with the nmessage is still in her hand. She notices that
peopl e around are | ooking at her, not all of thembut quite
a few Ahalya finds the thing strange. She steps down of the
bus when her stoppage cones. She wal ks up to her school and
enters. The Security guards | ook at her and talk to each

ot her. She noves in and goes to the teacher’s room She
keeps her stuff and wal ks to her class She gets surprised to
see anot her teacher taking the class.

AHALYA
Excuse ne? You are?
THE TEACHER
| " m Li pi ka. English teacher. | just

got a call a day before.

AHALYA
You are a new j oi nee?

LI PI KA
Yes, wait are you Ahal ya?

AHALYA
Yes |'m
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LI Pl KA
| think you should neet the
princi pal once.

AHAL YA
| s there a problenf

The new teacher’s face turns blue. Ahalya goes to the
principal’s office i mediately.

Ahalya sits in front of the principal

PRI NCI PAL
Have you checked your nobile?

AHALYA
Not exactly sir, but how is that
rel evant with the question I’ ve
asked. What is that new teacher
doing in nmy class?

The principal rubs his head and then takes out his nobile
out fromhis pocket. He shows a video to Ahal ya. Ahalya
checks the video and gets a shock of her life. Its a video
of her standing in front of the police station and it has
been edited by soneone with a title on it "rapist’s
daughter’ .

PRI NCI PAL
This is just one Ahalya, the soci al
media is full of such videos and
menes. |'’mreally sorry dear but we
can’t have you here anynore.

AHALYA
But what have | done sir. This is
not ny fault.

PRI NCI PAL
W were flooded with mails and
letters to get you out of the
school. There is a |lot of pressure.
|’ msorry. Get your things and the
HR wi Il help you out.

AHALYA
But sir.

PRI NCI PAL
|’ msorry, you' ve to |eave.

Ahal ya sits at her place quietly for sonetine.
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Ahal ya signs her termnation letter in the HR room She

| eaves the school slowWy. As she |eaves a drop of tear rolls
down her cheek. She stands in front of the school and cries
for sone tine.

CUr 10

SCENE 22

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya enters the house and sits on the chair in the dining
room Ahalya’s nother cones out of the kitchen and stands
near her daughter. She realizes that her daughter is acting
strange. Ahalya tries to type sonething on her nobile and
weeps at the sane tine.

AARTI
| s somet hi ng wong? Why are you. ..

Before Aarti could finish, Ahalya stops her.

AHALYA
|"ve been fired fromthe job.

Aarti | ooks shocked, she cones closer to Ahalya.

AARTI
Why?? What have you done?

AHALYA
|"ve been fired because |'ma
rapi st’ s daughter.

Aarti reacts to he statenent.

AARTI
Don’t you dare say anythi ng about
your father.

AHALYA
It is not about himnmom it’s about
ne.
She wal ks up to the T.V and switches it on.
AARTI
| don’t want to see this shitty
t hi ng.

Ahal ya changes the channel and puts the news on.
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REPORTER
The vi deos and nenes have gone
viral. It is being deduced that the
vi deos were nade by sone politica

group.

The video clip is played in the news channel.
Aarti is shocked to see it.
AHALYA

Do you get it now?? | got thrown
out fromjob because of this

fucking thing. | gave it five years
of ny life. And all | get back
is...

Ahal ya storns into her roomand close it. She |ies down on
he bed and tears off her resignation copy.

CUT TO

SCENE 23

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT (PAST)

Br ahmanandha is in his uniform he checks the torch and
hands it over to Aarti.

BRAHMANANDHA
Keep your eyes open. Vasisht
shouldn’t go out of this room do
you get that?

AARTI
O course | get that. Do you think
l"’ma fool.

BRAHVANANDHA
| know you are not.

AARTI
Look, you have told himwhat you
want and | really believe that he
is a good good boy.

BRAHMANANDHA
| really don’t believe his stupid
friends. | don’'t want himto suffer

for those rich brats.

Aarti hol ds Brahmanadha’ s hands tight.
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AARTI
Don't worry, he is going to be
better.

Brahmanandha smles at Aarti, takes his bag and | eaves.

Vasi sht follows his father fromthe wi ndow of his room
After his father |eaves Vasisht secretly calls Ahalya by
knocking on the wall. Vasisht and Ahal ya shares a common
wall of their roomw th each other.

VASI SHT
| need your help.

AHALYA
| can’t you know that. Baba w ||
kill me.

VASI SHT
It’s not gonna go beyond two hours.
I’11 be back before that.

AHALYA
Are you ki dding nme?

She cl oses the book in her hand | ooks ai de.

VASI SHT
lt’s ny best friend s birthday,
|’ve to go. |I've to give himthe

gift 1’ve got for him

Ahal ya snmi | es and shakes her head in disgust.

VASI SHT
Conme on believe nme. I’ mnot going
to drink.

AHAL YA

You prom se?

VASI ST
O course.

Ahal ya opens Vasisht’s door. Vasisht has a smle on his
face.

VASI| SHT
You are a savior. |I'll be back in
no tine.
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AHAL YA
Where the heck are you goi ng?

VASI SHT
We are going near the | ake.

AHALYA
Lake? are you j oking.

Vasi sht | ooks bl ankly at Ahal ya.

Ahal ya acconpani es hi moutside the house, to a parallel |ane
on which Vashist’s friend s car is parked. They approach the
car.

VASI SHT' S FRI END
What took you so |ong nman?

VASI SHT
My father has been a pain in the
ass.

AHAL YA

Language Vasi sht.

VASI SHT" S FRI END
| s she coming with us too?

AHALYA
You boys are gonna return by two o
cl ock, do you get that.

Vasi sht gets into the car.

VASI SHT
Yes na’ am

VASI SHT' S FRI END
Yes Hitler.

The car drives away. Ahalya stands there for sonetine and
sm | es. She goes back into her house.

CUr 10

SCENE 24
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| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY ( PRESENT)

A car horn fromthe traffic in front of Ahalya s house wakes
Ahal ya up. She sweats heavily. She reaches for the water
bottl e kept beside her bed and drinks water fromit. She

wi pes the sweat off her forehead. She | ooks up to see the
fan is not noving. She gets up fromthe bed and checks the
switch. The fan doesn’t work. She goes out to the other
roons and realize that it’'s a | oad shedding. She wal ks up to
the refrigerator and opens it. The refrigerator is

conpl etely enpty. Ahalya | ooks concerned. She goes to her
not her’s room and finds her sleeping. She goes to the
kitchen and finds that the utensils are enpty.

CUr 10

SCENE 25

EXT. AHALYA' S LOCALI TY- LATER

Ahal ya wal ks out of her house with a grocery bag in her
hand. She wal ks up to the local grocery store. The store
manager noti ces Ahal ya and conti nues doing his work. Ahalya
takes out a list from her purse.

AHAL YA
Ravi, | need this stuff.

She stretches her hand to give the list to Ravi. Ravi
conti nues doing his work, and ignores Ahalya. Ahalya is a
bit surprised with Ravi’s behavi or.

AHALYA
Ravi, what happened?

RAVI
| m busy, Ahalya didi!

AHALYA
Yes | get that, but there is no
custoner out here.

Ravi stops working and | eaves a deep breath.

RAVI
Didi, why don't you talk to
Gaj endra bhai. He will be back in

f ew m nut es.

Ahalya is a bit disturbed.
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AHALYA
|"mreally not getting it Ravi,
what’s the issue. You just have to
check the list and give ne the
stuff witten there. That’s all you
have to do, super easy!

Ravi | ooks bl ankly at Ahalya and takes out his nobile. He
di al s a nunber.

RAVI
Hel |l o, Gaj endra bhai ? Ahal ya di di
i s here.

Gajendra, a man in md 40s stand at the entrance of the shop
and tal k to Ahalya.

GAJENDRA
The situation is not good. Day
bef ore yesterday a group of boys
came to ny shop. | know them they
are fromthe local party office.
The instructions were pretty clear
Ahal ya.

Ahal ya bangs the table in front of her.

AHALYA
You can’t do that. |’ m paying for
the stuff I’mtaking. Why will you
deny a person fromthe basic needs?

GAJENDRA
The instructions were clear Ahalya,
no goods for the rapist’s famly.
And if | give you what you want
then they wll burn ny house and
shop into ashes.

A drop of tear rolls down Ahalya s eyes.

AHALYA
Gaj endra bhai, Akshara..

Bef ore Ahal ya could finish, Gajendra stops him

GAJENDRA

|’msorry dear, | can’t help you.
AHALYA

Don’t call nme dear Gajendra ji, you

lost all rights to do so.

Ahal ya weeps and slowy exits the shop.
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Ahal ya takes few stuff froma separate grocery shop. She
pays for the stuff. She takes a bus to return hone. She
notices the man sitting beside her. He is watching news on
his nobile. The news shocks Ahalya to the core. She

gets off the bus and wal ks to her house. She | ooks tensed.

CUT TO

SCENE 26

| NT. AHALYA' S ROOV LATER
Ahal ya and her nother watches the news.

REPORTER
It has been confirned. The Tam |
Nadu Bar council has taken a
pat h- br eaki ng deci si on on the m nor
rape case whi ch shook our country
recetly. Qur correspondent, Shama
is wth the head of Bar Council
Over to Shama

SHANVA
Thank you Mahesh, we have M. Til ak
with us. Sir please tell us about
t he deci sion.

Shama hol ds her mcro phone near M. Til ak.

TI LAK
It was a joint decision, and al
the | awers have supported it. And
this is indeed path-breaking. None
of the lawers will fight for the
accused or represent themin the
court. We have went through sone
rigorous neetings and we think this
is the best way we can get back at
those rapists. No one | repeat no
one will fight for them Any |awer
who does this would be | ooking for
a cancellation of his or her
i cense.

Ahal ya switches off the T.W.

AARTI
VWhat will we do now?

Aarti starts crying.
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AHAL YA
| need to think. G ve ne sone tine.

Akshara enters the room

AKSHARA
" m hungry nom Can | get sone
f ood.

Ahal ya and Akshara | ook at each ot her

AHALYA
Momw || make food for us. Wuld
you like to read story books dear?
Why don’t you sit beside ne and
read sonething while I’'ll work on

nmy | apt op.
Akshara makes a face.

AKSHARA
Sounds pretty boring.

Ahal ya works on her | aptop, Akshara sits beside her and
reads a book.

Aarti cooks in the kitchen.
CUT TO

SCENE 27

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya works on her | aptop, Akshara sits beside her and
reads a com c book. Ahalya seriously concentrates on the

| aptop screen, she surfs through the web and does sone | ega
study. She finds out that according to Article 21, which
clearly states that every person has an equal right to life
and |iberty. Ahalya quickly notes it down and starts working
on the details of the article. She scribbles in her

not ebook. She finds out that according to article 39A, every
person has the right to prove his innocence. Tine passes by.
Akshara has fallen asl eep. Ahalya continues working on her
research. She then opens a bl ank docunent of word on her

| aptop and starts witing a letter. She addresses the chi ef
justice of the supreme court and the judge. She wites an
appeal against the bar’s decision. She falls off to sleep
while witing the letter.

FADE OUT
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SCENE 28

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT ( PAST)

Ahal ya waits near the wi ndow of her room She checks the
time and | ooks outside. She | ooks concerned. It’s arond 3 o
clock in the night. Aarti sits in the dining room she |ooks
equal | y conerned. She checks the time on the wall clock in

t he room and nods her head in disappointnment. A younger
Akshara stands near the door of her nother’s room and | ooks
at her hel pl essly.

AKSHARA
Mom | can’'t sleep. I"munable to.

Aarti | ooks at her with an angry | ook.

AARTI
Akshara, go inside and sleep. Your
brother is not hone yet and | can’t
t hi nk of anything right now.

AKSHARA
Wher e has bhai ya gone nonf? |s he
com ng back soon? Why are you
| ooki ng so stressed out?

Aarti gts up fromthe sofa. She approaches Akshara and
acconpani es her inside. They sit on the bed.

AARTI
| don’t want to hear anything el se
fromyou. You are going to |ie down
and sl eep. Do you get that?

Akshara nods her head to say yes. Ahalya enters the room
She is sobbing. Aarti turns around at her.

AARTI
| s he back?

AHALYA
No.

AARTI
Where is he? Didn’'t your father
asked you to keep an eye in hinf

AHALYA
He did, but...

Ahal ya hesitates to speak up. Aarti finds it suspicious. She
hol ds Ahal ya by her hand and shakes her in anger.
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AARTI
Where is he Ahal ya?

AHALYA
He went out with his friends.

Aarti couldn’t believe her ears. She gets extrenely angry.

AARTI
How coul d you?

AHAL YA
Mm I'm..

Aarti sl aps Ahal ya before she could conplete her Iine.

CUr 10
SCENE 29

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY ( PRESENT)

Ahal ya wakes up from her sleep. She finds the bed beside her
enpty. She gets up and sits on her bed. She then gets up and
wal ks out of the room She finds her nother dressing up
Akshara. Her nother | ooks at her hel pl essly. Ahal ya goes
back to her room and gets ready.

CUr 10O
SCENE 30

EXT./ I NT. NEAR AKSHARA' S SCHOOL/ CYBER CAFE/ AHALYA'S
HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya drops Akshara to her school and bids her goodbye. She
then wal ks up to a cyber cafe near by. She takes out her pen
drive and gets five copies of the letter she has witten

| ast night. She cones back hone and prepare herself for the
first date of the case. Aarti |ooks at Ahalya who is drowned
in her work and preparation.

FADE OUT
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SCENE 31

| NT. COURT- DAY (FI RST HEARI NG DATE)

The courtroomis pretty noisy because of the huge crowd that
has gat hered here today. Ahalya enters the courtroom She

| ooks extrenely tensed. She cones and stands near the first
row of the spectator’s row. The prosecutor and other |awers
sit at their respective places and wait for the judge.

Ahal ya notices his father standing handcuffed with six
others at a side, guarded by the policenen. She notices that
her father’s head is | ow and he | ooks expressionless. A drop
of tear rolls down Ahalya s eyes. After a few mnutes, the
judge enter the courtroom The entire audi ence stands up.
The judge sits down and orders the prosecutor to go ahead

wi th his openi ng speech.

PROSECUTOR
A very good norning, nmy Honor, |I'm
Ramakant |yer, and |’ mrepresenting
Anam ka Anand. The seven year old
was raped by David Gones, Lakhan
Si ngh, Surya Prakash, Brahmanandha,
Ham m | gbal , Venu Gopal and Avi nash
Bala. |’'ve presented the findings
to the court My Lord.

The judge is handed over a file by his assistant. The judge
goes through the file. He then |l ooks up and finds no | awyer
fromthe Defendant’s side.

JUDGE
| don’t see any |awyer representing
t he def endants.

Ahal ya raises hr armup. The judge notices her.

JUDGE
Yes | ady, do you have sonething to
say.

Ahal ya brings out an envel ope from her purse and hands it
over to the judge’'s assistant. The assistant hands it over
to the judge. The judge reads the letter and calls her close
to her desk. The judge also calls the prosecutor to his
desk.

JUDGE
Pl ease, tell nme what you want?
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AHALYA
Sir, as I've nentioned in ny letter
that according to Article 21 and
Article 39A, every person has the
right to liberty and should be
given a chance to prove his or her
i nnocence. |If the BAR continues to
enforce the boycott on the accused,
then they woul d be breaking a | aw.

The prosecutor sniles.

PROSECUTOR
Wiy will we provide our services to
a rapist. Sir these nen out here
have raped a mnor girl and they
deserve no right. They are nothing
but the scum of the earth.

JUDGE
Language Ranmakant. The lady is
right. We can’t break the law. 1’ ve

to appoint thema | awer.

RAMAKANT
But sir..

The Judge rai ses his arm and gestures Ramakant to stay
qui et .

JUDGE
| " m appoi nting you a | awer.

The judge scribbles on his notebook as he | ooks at the
prosecut or.

JUDGE
We still have a lot of rules in our
constitution to help our citizens.
An accused has to be tried fairly
in order to get justice M.
Prosecutor. Don’t forget that. The
court is adjourned.

As Ahal ya | eaves the courtroom she finds the angry |awers
staring at him Se also finds Anam ka's parents in the
crowd. She goes out of the court and | ooks for a | awyer.

CUT 10O
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SCENE 32

EXT. QUTSI DE COURT- LATER

Ahal ya wal ks across the corridor holding an order by the
judge. She | ooks for soneone to direct her. She finally gets
a clerk who directs her to the offices of the |ocal |awers
outsi de the court. Ahalya wal ks down to the open air offices
of the | awer and approaches a man in |awer’s uniform who
is typing a petition. The man smles at Ahalya and asks her
to sit. Ahalya sits in front of the man. She hands over the
judge’s order to the man.

THE MAN
This is about?

The man reads the order, and | ooks back at Ahal ya.

AHAL YA
My father Brahmanandha. .

Bef ore Ahal ya could finish, the man gestures her to stop.

THE MAN
Ma’ am you can save your words. |’'m
not the person you are | ooking for.
| handle civil cases.

He points out a man drinking tea with another guy in a tea
stall near by.

AHALYA
He is?

THE NAN
He is Vishwam Kri shnamurthy. He
handl es cri m nal cases.

Ahal ya gets up fromthe seat. She takes the paper fromthe
man.

THE MAN
You are lucky, the entire faternity
i s agai nst your father.

Ahal ya sm|les at the man.

AHALYA
Thank you!

Ahal ya wal ks down to the nen who are drinking tea at the tea

stall. She approaches the nen with the order papers. The man
notices her wal ki ng towards him
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VI SHA\AM
Ma’ am please wait at nmy desk

Ahal ya stops at her pl ace.

AHAL YA
VWhere is it?

Vi shwam directs her a desk in the open area offices. Ahalya
turns back to see the desk.

Ahal ya waits at the desk. She watches the two nmen drinking
tea. The guys finish up and wal ks down to their desk.
Vi shwam cones and sits at his desk opposite to Ahal ya.

VI SH\AM
Tell me, Ma’am How may | hel p you?

Ahal ya takes out the order paper by the judge and hands over
to Vishwam Vishwam takes the paper and reads it.

AHALYA
|’ ve done sone research. |’ve
mentioned themin ny research work
inthe file.

Ahal ya takes out a file fromher side bag and gives it to
Vi shwam

VI SHWAM
Wul d you like to have tea ma’ an?

AHALYA
No.

Ahal ya | ooks at Vishwam She | ooks a bit concerned.
AHAL YA
Sir, ny father is innocent. |’'m
sure he is being franed.

VI SHWAM
Are you sure about it?

Ahal ya i s di sgust ed.

AHALYA
He is ny father sir. | know himin
and out.

VI SHA\AM
Dont worry ma’am 1’11 go through

your research
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AHALYA
He has a very clean track record
Sir. And he is very protective
about his job.

VI SHAAM
| understand what you nean Ms.
Ahal ya. But | think you know how it
| ooks like currently. W need to
work hard on the case.

Vi shwam t akes out a book on I aw and starts pointing out few
poi nters fromthe book and scribble it on his notebook.

VI SHWAM

What’ s your father’s age?
AHLALYA

62!
VI SHA\AM

Hmtm Where do you guys stay?

AHALYA
15/ 2 Tobbing street.

Vi shwam not es the things on his notebook.

VI SHWAM
How | ong have been your father
working in that conpl ex?

AHAL YA
8 years now. Before that he was the
security in charge of a bank

VI SHAWAM
Ms. Ahalya, we need to get in touch
with your father’s enployer. W
need a statenment fromtheir side
about your father’s track record as
a enployee. If they agree to appear
in the court, then nothing |like
t hat .

Ahalya’s face lights up. Vishwamturns at tea stall.

VI SHWAM
Brot her two cups of tea.

He turns back at Ahalya.
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VI SH\VAM
Ms. Ahalya, how is your father’s
reputation in your locality.

Ahal ya thinks for sonetine and responds.

AHALYA
It was pretty good till the tine
this thing happened. To be honest
we as his famly has been boycotted
and isolated in the locality.

VI SHAAM
That’'s bad, but we have to work on
it. I would like to have a | ook at

M . Brahmanandha’s salary slips and
bank statenents.

AHALYA
Yes sur el

VI SHWAM
Look we don’t have nuch to back
your father. And this is just the
initial phase. Wat do you have
her e?

Vi shwam hol ds Ahalya’s research file in his hand and asks
her.

AHALYA
There are few pointers about the
case. Wiere the girl was found,
what was her initial statement.
There are few pointers there to
back ny father’'s integrity for his
j ob. ..

Bef ore Ahalya could finish, Vishwam gestures her to stop

Vi shwam | ooks at Ahalya in awe, a small child in tattered
clothes arrive with two cups of tea.

VI SHWAM
You |like tea? Right?

Ahal ya is anused by Vi shwam s behavi or. Vi shwam takes out
his pen and attentively notes down few points fromthe file
and Ahalya’ s research work. Ahalya feels rejuvenated. She
has a bright smle on her face. A young nman in his early 30s
approaches Vi shwam He stands near him
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VI SHWAM
Ma’ am you can cal m down. You are
at the right place. 1'Il go through
the file tonight and I'Il add sone
of nmy pointers as well. But this is

really good work Ms. Ahalya, this
is pretty inpressive.

Ahal ya | ooks optim stic. She notices the man standi ng besi de
Vi shwam and smling at her. Ahalya | ooks back at Vi shwam

AHALYA
Thank you Sir.

Vi shwam | ooks at the nman standi ng besi de.

VI SHWAM
Oh, Indran! This is Ahalya, our
client.

Indran smles stupidly at Ahalya and puts his hand forward
to shake hands with her.

| NDRAN
Hel | o!

Ahal ya shakes hand with I ndran.

AHALYA
Hel | o!

Vi shwam conpl etes noting down the points on a paper and
| ooks at I ndran.

VI SHAAM
Indran, I’ve witten down the nane.
Pl ease go and type a letter
accordingly. Get that?

Vi shwam gi ves the paper with pointers to Indran. I|ndran
takes it in his hand.

| NDRAN
Sure sir!

I ndran | eaves the place. Vishwam | ooks at Ahal ya.

VI SHWAM
W will send a letter to your
father’s current enployers, asking
for his appraisals and his track

record. 1'Il also get in touch with
your father’s earlier enployers. W
( MORE)
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VI SHAAM (cont ’ d)
will get this sorted out Ahalya.
But you need to be strong. W are
going to face sone tough
resi stence.

AHALYA
|’mready for everything Sir.

Vi shwam smi | es at Ahal ya. Ahalya on the other hand notices
| ndran hel ping an old couple with their docunents.

VI SHAAM
That’s what we need, keep believing
yourself. | would go through the

rest of the file tonight and 1’|
get in touch with you. For the tine
bei ng go back hone and rel ax.

Ahal ya | ooks at Vishwamin an optimstic nmanner and sm | es.

AHAL YA
So when do we neet?

Vi shwam st ops Ahal ya before she conpl etes.

VI SHWAM
"1l give you a call once I’ m done.
Don’t worry.

Ahal ya smles at Vishwam and sl owy wal ks away when she
notices Indran assisting the old couple. She over hears
t hem

OLD MAN
Thank you so nuch dear, how nuch do
we have to pay?

| ndran gestures themto put the noney back.
| NDRAN
Uncle, | really don’t need your
noney. Take care.

OLD WOVAN
Thank you so nuch son

Ahal ya notices the friendly gesture by the clerk and snil es.
She wal ks away after that.

CUr 10O
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SCENE 33

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY

Ahal ya enters the house. She finds her nother sitting on the
sofa and waiting for her. She gets up when she notices
Ahal ya.

AARTI
What happened? Did we nanage to get
a |layer?

Ahal ya sm | es at her nother.

AHAL YA
O course we did nom W got a

| awyer.

Aarti folds her hands and cl oses her eyes. She prays in her
m nd.

AARTI
Gui de us God.

Ahal ya stares at her nother for sonetine.

AHAL YA
Do you have sonething to eat.

Aarti opens her eyes and approaches Ahal ya. She hugs her.

AARTI
|11 prepare food in tinme my dear.

Ahal ya | ooks tired and stressed out by now.

AARTI
|"mreally grateful to God, that we
got a lawer. W are on the right
pat h.

Ahal ya stares at Aarti for sonetine as Aarti continues
tal king. Aarti wal ks inside the roomand cones out with
prasad in her hands.

AARTI
W have to save him Ahal ya.
What ever it takes.

CUT TO



45.

SCENE 34

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya sits at the table and eats rice and dal from her

pl ate. Her nother sits beside her. She | ooks eagerly at
Ahal ya. Ahal ya notices the spark in her nother’s eyes. She
stops eating for a nonent.

AHAL YA
Do you want to ask sonethi ng?

Aarti sits firmy. She smles and starts tal king.

AARTI
What is going to be our next step?

Ahal ya sm | es.

AHAL YA
|’mgoing to do a bit of research
| mght go around to ask and gat her
informati on from people in the
conpl ex and dad’s friends.

AARTI
When is the next date?

AHALYA
After a week.

AARTI
Anot her week? Do you think he wll
get a bail?

Ahal ya keeps mum for sone tine, she thinks. Then she
construct the sentence in her nmnd and speaks out.

AHALYA
Do you believe that dad is
i nnocent ?
AARTI
O course he is... Wiy do you ask

such a question? Do you think your
father is one of the culprits?

Aarti bangs the table and gets up from her chair.

AHALYA
Wiy am | doing this research then?
Wiy did | fight so nmuch to get him

( MORE)
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AHALYA (cont’ d)
a lawer? | just want to know your
perspective. That's all.

Aarti sits back on her chair.

AARTI
| believe him yes. |’ve never seen
hi m m sbehaving with any woman. |t
has been a successful marriage for

34 years. | believe him He has
never di srespected ny integrity or
nmy presence, |’ve only been | oved

and respected by him Yes,
bel i eve him

Ahal ya stops eating and | ooks at her nom for sonetinme. She
hol ds her hand firmy.

AHAL YA
W are going to get himout
together. | prom se you that. The

| awyer we have been appointed is
good with his work. And the nost
inportant thing is that there is no
eyewi t ness. Don’t worry.

Ahalya smles at Aarti.
AARTI
| can do anything to get hi m out
Ahal ya.

CUT TO

SCENE 35

EXT. PREM UM COVPLEX- DAY

Ahal ya waits outside the conplex for sonetine. She |ooks for
a security guard to talk to. She finally finds a security
guard who is off duty now, com ng out of the conplex. Ahalya
catches up with and stops him

AHAL YA
Excuse nme, | need our help.

The man stops wal king and turns around at Ahal a.
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AHALYA
Can you help nme with the address?

The man | ooks at Ahal ya cl osely. Ahal ya hands over a snal
chit to him

THE MAN
Have | seen you sonmewhere?

AHAL YA
Me? | don’t think so.

The man takes a close |look at the chit. He | ooks up at
Ahal ya.

THE MAN
There is the conpl ex.

He points out at the conplex he just came out from and
starts wal ki ng agai n when Ahal ya stops him

AHALYA
What’ s your nane?

MAN
Excuse ne?

AHAL YA
Your nane?

MAN
Ganesh!

AHALYA
Ganesh, | need your hel p.

Ahal ya takes out sonme noney from her purse.

AHALYA
Can you give ne sone information
about Brahmanandha, the accused
security guard.

Ganesh has an expression of shock on his face. He smles in
a tensed way.

GANESH
Xk, now !l get it. You are fromthe
media. |’ve seen you on T.V. Look

we are strictly ordered not to talk
to the nedia. It’s gonna cost us
our j ob.

Ahal ya takes the opportunity and continues playing it.
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AHAL YA
" mnot going to publish. | just
want sone information that's it

Ahal ya puts the noney in Ganesh’s shirt-pocket. Ganesh feels
the noney with his hand from over the pocket. He sm | es.

GANESH
What do you want to know?

AHAL YA
Tell me about Brahmanandha, can he
commt such a crine.

GANESH
Honestly ma’am |’ m not sure. He
doesn’t look Iike a man who woul d
do such a thing but you know how
the world is like. It very hard to
determ ne a person’s inner half
with his face and externa
behavi or.

AHALYA
Have you ever seen hi m doing
anyt hi ng unusual ?

GANESH
Never, he was always into his job.
He was a very good senior. He
gui ded us.

AHAL YA
Wiy do you say you are not sure
t hen?

GANESH
|"mnot a God man. If he is
arrested then he m ght have done
sonmet hing. The girl doesn’t cone
out of her house. And honestly what

fun will she get out of it?
Honestly | think I'’ma bit
conf used.

AHALYA

Do you think he is being franed.
Gansh thinks for sometinme. Something strikes him

GANESH
This can be a possibility. My be
he is being franed. The girl is

( MORE)
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GANESH (cont’ d)
deaf and nute. May be she is being
mani pul ated. You know children are
very vul nerable at this stage.

AHALYA
Probably. On the date of the crine,
where were you?

GANESH
Hone ma’am | had a night shift. So
| was sleeping. | think I was

real ly |ucky.

Ganesh closes his eyes and makes a gesture which nmakes
Ahal ya understand that he is thanking God for keeping him
out fromthe ness. Ahalya smles at him

CUr 10

SCENE 36

| NT. COURT- DAY ( SECOND HEARI NG DATE)

Ahal ya eagerly stands near the | awer’s desk. Vishwanis
assi stant hands hima sheet of paper. He tries to explain
hi m his findings, Vishwam goes through the sheet of paper
and pats his assistant on his back. The judge enters the
court and everyone rises up. The judge sits down at his
pl ace and orders to start the proceedi ngs.

The Prosecutor stands up and starts talking.

PROSECUTOR
My Lord, as | said last tinme, |’ve
sone vital points and enough proof
to prove that the accused people
are the real culprits. W have the
statenent of the victimand she has

identified them | really don't see
any reason why we are even fighting
this case.

VI SWAM

bj ection My Lord, why do we have
to remnd our friend about our
rights.

JUDGE
(bj ection sustained. M. Ranmakant
pl ease concentrate on your argunent

( MORE)
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JUDGE (cont’d)
rat her than asking your fellow
| awyer to step down.

PROSECUTOR
Sorry sir.

JUDGE
Pl ease conti nue.

The Prosecutor wal ks up to his desk and takes up a sheet of
paper.

PROSECUTOR
Sir, I wuuld like you to take a
| ook at the girl’s nedical report.

The prosecut or approaches the judge and gives the paper.

PROSECUTOR
According to the reports the girl
was sexual |y assaulted. Not only
t hat when she was found on the roof
top of the building of ’Suprene
Conpl ex’, she was drenched in
al cohol .

The prosecutor then picks up an evidence packet with an
enpty liquor bottle init.

PROSECUTOR
This enpty bottle was found near
by. It is clear that these people
were having a gala tinme on the roof
during their duty hours. Al of
them were drunk and unfortunately,
Anam ka who stays in the sane
bui | di ng; cane to the roof top. She
is in a special school that gets
over by 12. | would like to cal
Anam ka’' s not her, Devki to the
W t ness box.

Devki wal ks up to the witness box and stands inside it.
PROSECUTOR
So, Ms. Devki, please tell nme what
happened that day.

Devki is a bit hesitant to answer as she | ooks around in the
entire court.
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PROSECUTOR
Don't worry Ms. Devki! Everyone out
here is supporting you. Feel free
and share with us what you saw.

Devki closes her eyes and then opens it again.

DEVK

We got back from Anam ka’s schoo

at around 12.15-12.30pm Anam ka

was very happy as usual. She is a
very happy kid you see. | changed
her cl othes. She wanted to go out
and play. One of her friends from
t he sane conpl ex cones back from

school by that tine.

PROSECUTOR
VWhat is the friend s nane?

DEVK
Shonal i .

Prosecutor drinks the water on his desk.

PROSECUTOR
Pl ease conti nue Ma' am

DEVK
So | hel ped her change her
cl othes and she went out, as
usual . Before leaving | told
her to cone back by 1.15-1. 30,
we have |unch at that tinme.
And there are sonme nedi cenes
that we need to give her. |
was doi ng the househol de
chores. | was watching a
serial and didn't realise the
time. Generally Anam ka is
very obedi ent, she al ways
listens to nme. But that day
she was late. | was worri ed,
it has never happened before.
| searched the conmpound and
went to Shonali’s house as
well. To ny horror Shonali was
right there at her hone. She
was sick and never left the
house that day. Her nother
told me that Anankia was there
but [ eft back for her hone
when she found that Shonal
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was sick. | | ooked for her
everywhere. | cane to the
security guards. Brahmanandha
was not there. One of the
guards hel ped ne to | ook out
for Anam ka. | don’t know why
but I felt like I should check
t he roof top once. Wile going
up with one of the guards I
found Brahmanandha com ng
down. He | ooked tensed and
wast ed. He was snelling of

al cohol . When he saw ne, he
reacted as if he saw a ghost.
Then he took us to the roof
and showed that Ananki a..

Devki starts crying. The prosecutor approaches her.

PROSECUTOR
You have to be strong Ms. Devki.
Pl ease tell the court.

Devki controls her tears.
DEVK

Anam ka was unconsci ous. Her dress
was not in place.

PROSECUTOR
So you only saw Brahmanandha
near by.

DEVKI

Yes. He took us to Anam ka.

PROSECUTOR
Point to be noted My Lord.
Br ahmanandha t ook them to Ananki a,
he | ooked tensed, wasted and he was
drunk.

Ahal ya cones close to her lawer and tal ks to her
AHALYA
Vi shwam ny father doesn’t drink
al cohol . He never had.
Vi shwam | ooks at Ahal ya.

VI SHAAM
Rel ax Ahalya. 1’1l check the thing.
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PROSECUTOR
Ms. Devki, initially when you went
down to seek the security’s help,
was Brahmanandha t here?

DEVKI
No,No | didn't see him | saw him
first time near the roof.

PROSECUTOR
Point to be noted my |ord.

The prosecutor turns toward Vi shwam

PROSECUTOR
Your wi tness please.

Vi shwam gets up from his place and appraches Devki .

VI SHWAM
Ms. Devki, are you sure that
Br ahmanandha was drunk or under the
i nfl uence of al cohol ?

DEVKI
|"mpretty certain, he was.

Vi shwam | ooks at Devki for sonetine and then turns towards
hi s desk.

VI SHAWAM
No nore questions your honour.

Ahalya is surprised to hear that. Vishwam comes back and
sits on his chair.

PROSECUTOR
My next witness, is Ganga, the
mai d.

JUDGE
Pl ease call Ganga to the w tness
box.

A woman in her md 30s cone to the wi tness box and stands
i nsi de.

PROSECUTOR

Ms. Ganga, can you pl ease enlighten
the court with what you saw
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GANGA
O course sir, | generally join ny
duty at Ms. Thonmas’s apartnent, at
13. 30pm That day, when | entered
t he conplex, | found Ham m | gba
runni ng out of the conplex. It was
strange, because Hammis a
pl unber, and as far as | renenber
none of the apartnents in that
bui | di ng had any problens rel ated
to that. Ham m was an occasi onal
visitor. Then while going up | saw
Venu com ng down. He was sweati ng
and snelled of alcohol. | greeted
him but he ignored and |left.
That’ s strange on Venu's part
because he is very close to ne.

PROSECUTOR
Cl ose?

GANGA
Sir, we live in the sane locality.
l’"mclose to his sister. In fact he
got ne the job here. He was working
as a sweeper in the conplex. So
that’s how we are cl ose.

PROSECUTOR
Over to you ny friend.

VI SHWAM
Ms. Devki, were you romantically
i nvolved with Venu Gopal in any
way ?

GANGA
Excuse me?

dunbstruck by the question.

JUDGE

Go ahead, answer the question.
GANGA

No, not at all. He is nore |like a

br ot her.

Vi shwam sm | es at Ganga.

VI SHAWAM
Very well Ganga, did you see
Br ahmanandha t here?
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GANGA
No, no he was not there.
VI SHWAM
Hmm Ok you can go back to your

seat .

Ahal ya i s dunbstruck, she gets up from her place to say
sonet hi ng. The judge notices her. Ahalya then notices

Vi shwam i gnori ng her gestures. Ahalya wal ks out of the court
in anger and frustration.

CUT TO

SCENE 37

| NT. / EXT. OUTSI DE JUDGE' S OFFI CE- LATER

Ahal ya | ooks depressed. She wal ks out of the courtroom and
sits down on an enpty bench. She sobs in pain. She notices

t he session breaki ng and people com ng out of the court. She
noti ces the constabl es taking Brahmanandha and ot her accused
men to the police jeep. She follows the nen. She tries to
tal k to Brahmanandha but the constable stops her.

AHALYA
Don’t worry Appa.

Br ahmanandha hears his daughter’s voice. He lifts his head
to find his daughter trying to talk to him

CONSTABLE
Ma’am you can’'t talk to him
Pl ease stay away.

The constabl es drag the accused nmen into the jeep. Ahalya
stands at her place and sobs. She then notices Vi shwam

com ng out with sonme other |awers. She notices that they
are the sanme | awers who were actively taking part in the
prot est agai nst the accused being provided a fair trail.
Ahal ya notices Vishwamtal king to the nen. She wal ks toward
Vi shwam At that precise nmonent, Vishwanis clerk stops her
way.

CLERK
M’ am can we tal k.

AHALYA

Look I"'min no nood. Your boss has
al ready spoilt it.
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CLERK
M’ am it’s about him
Ahal ya stares at the man for sone tine.
The clerk pulls Ahal ya aside.

AHAL YA
Excuse ne! What are you doi ng?

CLERK
You are excused.

The clerk rel eases Ahal ya’ s hand.

CLERK
Ma’am it’s a conspiracy. None of
these lawers are in the nood to
fight for the accused.

Ahal ya breaks down.

AHALYA
What do you want ?

The clerk | ooks around to notice the |lawers, including
Vi shwam | ooki ng at him

CLERK
Ma’am ny nanme is Indran. And |
think I can hel p you.

Ahal ya i s enraged.

AHALYA
Hel p me! How? By screw ng nmy case
nore. Your boss doesn’'t seemto
utter a word for ny father, damm
constitution.

| ndran stops her with a smle on her face.

| NDRAN
That is where | cone in. | can help
you. | really can.

Ahal ya stares at the man

AHALYA
How? Do you know soneone who woul d
fight for me without being a part
of a conspiracy like this. Please
et me go. I've to | ook for another

| awyer .
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Ahal ya noves forward to go when Indran junps in front of her

and stands to stop Ahalya from goi ng.

| NDRAN
| can fight your case.
AHALYA
You? Look! Don’t joke with ne. |’ve

alot to do.

| NDRAN
M’ am believe ne | can

AHALYA
Are you a | awer?

The question startles Indran.

| NDRAN
No, not exactly but...

Ahal ya | aughs in pain.

AHALYA
How do you plan to do that? Huh?

| NDRAN
M am |’'ve to wait for few days.
My results would be out in three
days.

AHAL YA
Are you ki dding ne |ndran?

| ndran takes out a small notepad from his pocket.

the pages in it and shows it to Ahalya.

| NDRAN
Ma’am |’ ve been follow ng the case
ever since you net Vishwam |’ ve
done ny bit of research. Devki or
Ganga’ s testinony doesn’'t really
matter. They have not seen your
father commting the crine. And
secondly, |I’ve also found out that
two of the security guards in the
sane conpl ex has gone on a | eave
fromthe day of the crine.

The statenment by Indran interests Ahalya.

He turns
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AHALYA
You are not even a | awyer.
| NDRAN
| told you ny results woul d be out.
AHALYA
And how are you so sure that you
wll pass?
| NDRAN

This is ny fifth appearance nma’ am
And |’ ve | earnt enough under
Vi shwam

| ndran sm | es.

AHALYA
Fifth?

| NDRAN
Yes, but don’'t worry, this time |I'm
sure, I’'Il pass. | may not be that

good theoratically but 1I'm good
wi th practical know edge.

AHAL YA
Are you crazy? | don’t have tine
for your stupidity.

Ahal ya gets up from her place.
| NDRAN
Are you crazy that you are fighting
your father’s case? Are you?

Ahalya turns at Indran and finds himsitting on the floor,
hi s knees down and his hands fol ded.

| NDRAN
Maam |'mreally sorry, but all |
need is a chance. That's all. You
believe in your father and |
believe in nyself. I'msure |'m

gonna pass this tine. And entering
the job with your father’'s case is
all 1 want. | dont want
remuneration, all | want is your
trust and belief.

| ndran kneels down on the ground. Ahalya is anused, she
smles for a nonent and then strai ghtens her face back.
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AHALYA
But you need to pass the
exam nation first.

| NDRAN
Are you giving ne the case?
AHALYA
| really need to think Indran. You
see he is ny father. | can’t take

risk with his life.
| ndran stands up and shakes hand w th Ahal ya.

| NDRAN
Ma’ am you have al ready risked your
father’s Iife when you believed
Vi shwam He is one of the nost
crooked | awers |’ve ever seen.

Ahal ya stands at her place for sonetine |ooking at Indran.
Ahal ya | eaves as Indran stands at his place. Vishwam notices
them from a di stance.

CUr 10O

SCENE 38

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY

Ahal ya works on her | aptop. She notes down a few points from
the news articles which has published article on the rape
case. She finds a few points interesting and scribbles it
into her notepad. The calling bell grabs Ahalya’'s attention.
She gets up from her place and wal ks down to the main door
and opens it. She finds Indran standing outside with a
bright smle on his face.

| NDRAN
|"mready to take your case nadane.

There is a spark in Ahalya's eyes as she answers back. She
comes a bit close to Indran.

AHAL YA
So, you passed?

| NDRAN
Yes, Ma' am

Ahal ya sniles and greets Indran inside.
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AHALYA
Conme in Indran.

| NDRAN
Can | get sone tea if you don’'t
m nd.

AHALYA

O course you can
Ahal ya gestures Indran to sit on the sofa and calls her nom
AHALYA
Mom can you make a cup of tea
pl ease?

Ahal ya’ s nother answers frominside. Her voice sounds
depr essed.

AARTI
You want it now?
| NDRAN
Let it be ma’am Your npm sounds

si ck.

Ahal ya ignores Indran’s words and wal ks inside her nother’s
room She finds Aarti hol ding Brahmanandha’s shirt and

crying.

AHALYA
We have got a | awer for father.

Aarti finally | ooks up. Her eyes | ook happy.
AHALYA
Can you pl ease nmake us tea? And
pl ease cheer up. This is not the
end of life.
Ahal ya | eaves after saying this. Aarti watches on.
Ahal ya wal ks back to the sofa where Indran is sitting.
| NDRAN
Ma’am |’ve note down sone pointers
and studied a few cases. W really
have to work hard.

Ahal ya brings out the notepad and hands it over to Indra.
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AHAL YA
| ve been doing ny research and
st udi es.

| ndran takes the notepad in his hand and studi es the point.

| NDRAN
This is extrenely inpressive ma' am
you should be a | awer you know
t hat .

| ndran | aughs but the awkward sil ence and a serious Ahal ya
conpels Indran to cut his | augh short.

AHALYA
| was preparing nyself; in case |
didn't get |awyers.

| NDRAN
M’ amthis is great work done. You
have done half of ny work. But |et
me tell you that I'll not charge
you hal f of ny renuneration

| ndran | aughs out |oud. He finds Ahalya |ooking at him
seriously.

| NDRAN
| " mjust joking ma’ am

AHALYA
I ndran | hope you understand what
are you dealing with? W don’t have
time to joke.

| NDRAN
O course ma’am This is what |'m
destined to do. Can | keep it with
me.

Ahal ya nods her head to say yes.

| NDRAN
We woul d al so need to testify a | ot
of people who like your father. |
mean who believe that your father
can't do it. May be we can talk to
hi current and previous enpl oyers.

Ahal ya nods her head to say yes.
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AHALYA
Isn’t that a very difficult job
given the situation we are in right
now. | tried to get in touch with
t hem but they refused to talk.

| ndran | ooks at Ahal ya.

| NDRAN
Nothing is difficult ma’am |If
soneone can frame your father. W
can de-frane himtoo. Hey that’'s a
nice word ’ De- Frane’

Ahal ya | ooks at Indran with awe.

| NDRAN
Dont worry ma’am |’ 1| study the
poi nters and prepare a solid case.
|1l personally try to get un touch
with his enployers. W will get
your father out.

At that precise nonent, Aarti enters with tea.

AHALYA
Mom this is Indran our |awer.

| ndran stands up and smles at Aarti.

| NDRAN
And 1’ mgoing to take your husband
out of that ness.

Aarti is awestruck by Indran’s conment.

CUT TO

SCENE 39

| NT. 1 NDRAN S HOUSE- LATER

| ndran works on the pointers given by Ahalya. He works on
hi s desktop and rmake pointers. Wile |ooking for the

poi nters and | egal guidance frominternet, |ndran comes
across an old news. Indran notices a news article on the
internet. It is about Brahnmanandha. The news article says

t hat Brahmanandha has saved a girl fromacid attack. Indran
dwells in deeper to the case study. He keeps witing the
poi nts. He suddenly notices a nane on the article which
brings a bright smle on his face. Indran takes out his
nmobil e and dials a nunber. He waits for a response.
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| NDRAN
Raghav, |ndran speaki ng buddy. Yes
| " m doing good. |I'mcurrently

working on ny first case and | want
your help. Yes, yes. 4pm .
Perfect.

| ndran di sconnects the call and gets up fromthe chair. He
wal ks up to the window of his roomand |ights a cigarette.

CUT TO

SCENE 40

EXT. /I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

A taxi comes and stops in front of Ahalya’ s house. Vishwam
gets out of a taxi and wal ks up to Ahalya s house. He knocks
on the door and waits for a response. Aarti opens the door
and is surprised to see an unknown man standi ng at her door
and smling at her.

AARTI
How may | hel p you?

Vi shwam has a bright smle on his face.

CUT TO

SCENE 41

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY

Aarti folds the washed cl othes and keep inside the cupboard.
She | ooks norose and depressed. She takes out a set of
docunents fromthe cupboard and | ooks at them cl osely.

Ahal ya knocks on the door at that precise nonent.

AHAL YA
Mom lunch is ready.

Ahal ya imedi ately wal ks to the dinner table. Aarti stands
Wi th the docunent in her hand for sonetine. Sonething
strikes her mnd and she wal ks up to the dinner table.

Ahal ya and Akshara have their lunch as Aarti stands near the
tabl e and sheds tears.
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AHALYA
What happened? Why are you crying
now?

Aarti keeps the docunent on the table.

AARTI
Do you believe that your father is
i nnocent ?

Ahal ya stops eating. She stares at Akshara and finds her
staring at her nother in awe.

AHAL YA
Wy won’'t | ?

AARTI
Then why can’t we get the best
| awyer for hinf

AHALYA
We don’t have that option nom No
| awyer is ready to take up dad s
case. Indran is our best bet and I
honestly feel that he has it in
hi m

AARTI
Don’t take risks Ahalya. Vishwam
the | awer cane to ne.

AHAL YA
VWhat ? Vi shwam cane in this house?

Aarti nods her head to say yes.

AARTI
He | ooked very positive and he
talked as if he has sone proof to
prove Brahma i nnocent.

AHAL YA
W can’t believe himnom

AARTI
Listen to ne Ahal ya!

Ahal ya st ops speaki ng.

AARTI
Al that he wants is noney. And |
think we can give himthat. W can
sell this house.
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AHALYA
VWhat ?

AARTI
Bel i eve ne Ahal ya, Vishwamis the
right person for the case. W need
experience, you are trusting a
novice with your father’'s life.

AHALYA
At least Indran is true to his job
nmom He doesn’t believe in noney.

AARTI
We can sell this house and get your
father out. I'Il call Vishwam
tonight and we will propose the
idea to him

AHALYA
Have you conpletely gone crazy?

Ahal ya stops eating and goes to her room Akshara stares at
her nother and at the cl osed door of Ahalya’'s roomin

conf usi on.

Ahal ya gets a call on her nobile.

AHALYA
Hel | o.

CUr 10O

SCENE 42

| NT. COFFEE SHOP- AFTERNCON

I ndran and Ahal ya enter a coffee shop and sits in front of
anot her man, Raghav. They talk to each other regarding
Br ahmanandha’ s case.

RAGHAV
The girls name is *Muni’. She
doesn’t live in Prem um conpl ex
anynore. After the incident her
parents took her to Darjeeling.

| ndran i nterrupts Raghav.
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| NDRAN
Darjeeling? W don’t have so nuch
time. We need to talk to the girl
Raghav.

RAGHAV
| can help you get her father’s
nunber though.

AHALYA
| nspect or Raghav, anything el se you
can help us with. | nean you

under stand the urgency.
Raghav | ooks around. And then cones closer to the two.

RAGHAV
Whatever | tell you has to be
between us. If you decide to use it
in your case, then please don’'t
take ny nane. That's all

| NDRAN
You can trust nme Raghav.

Raghav takes a pause and then starts speaking. He | ooks at
Ahal ya bef ore speaking.

RAGHAV
Your father worked as an informant
for us. He hel ped us nab a group of
young drug peddl ers who distributed
drugs in the area and in the
conpl ex.

Ahal ya and I ndran are surprised.

AHALYA
What ?

RAGHAV
I’mtelling you this off the
records. The crimnals he hel ped us
to catch are still behind bars.

AHALYA
But sone of their nmen and nenbers
can be outside, isn't it?

RAGHAV
Can be?
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AHALYA
It can be a conspiracy.

| NDRAN
Can be? But nothing can be proved
wi thout a proof.If your father is
being franed we have to find it.

Ahal ya has a | ook of concern on her face.

CUT TO

SCENE 43

I NT. POLI CE STATI ON- LATER

Raghav gets off the police jeep and enters the station. He
notices the prosecution |awer and the head of the chief
i nvestigation team wal ki ng out of the station. They stand
near the parking lot and talk to each other. Raghav tries to
lip read what they are tal king about, but fails mserably.
He turns around wal ks into the station to find one of his
col | eague and friend com ng out of the office. Ragahav stops
hi m
RAGHAV
Chandra, what’'s up?

CHANDRA
Noti hi ng nmuch buddy, the sane
Prem um Conpl ex Case.

Chandra tries to wal k away but Raghav stops him
RAGHAV
What about it buddy? Can | be of
any help? I would | ove to.

Chandra sm | es at Raghav.

CHANDRA
You are really hooked to the case
see.

RAGHAV

It’s about the kid Chandra, how can
soneone be such a nonster. Soneti ne
| feel like taking out ny gun and
shoot them ..
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Raghav sm

Raghav t hi

Raghav shakes hand wi th Chandra. Chandra wal ks away.

CHANDRA
Hold it buddy we feel the sanme. W
are giving it our best, but we
can’t do anything w thout proof.

RAGHAV
You have the power.

| es at Chandra.

CHANDRA
We are gonna do exactly that. W
are trying for a Narco test.

RAGHAV
On all of thenf

CHANDRA
No man, five of them have accepted
their crinme. It’s for Brahmanandha
and Venu Copal . Fuckers are denying
it on our face.

RAGHAV
Why? You guys have enough proof
isn't it?

CHANDRA

Not before the girl speaks up. She
identified the rapists in front of
the officers and then fel

unconsci ous. Now she is sick and
traumati zed. W can’t question her
unl ess she is normal. W need to
know things in details you see. And
the doctors are saying that it wll
take tinme for her to recover. The
bruises, the injuries... You can’'t
watch a kid suffer |ike that
Raghav. Narco is our best bet |
tell you.

nks for sonetine.

RAGHAV
Don’t hesitate if you need ne. I'm
al ways there for you buddy.

CHANDRA
We have to be there for the girl.

nmoves into the office.

68.

Raghav



69.

CUr 10O

SCENE 44

I NT. | NDRAN S HOUSE- LATER

| ndran works on the case. He sits at his table and wites
down few pointers. Indran then gets up fromhis place and
fetch hinself a bottle of water. On returning back to his
table he notices a mssed call on his nobile. Raghav’' s nane

in the mssed call list excites him He quickly dails back
Raghav.
| NDRAN
Yes buddy, sorry, | was in the

washroom Yes, wait, what?
Seriously... that’s great buddy.
Can you click sonme pics for ne?
Great buddy, I’'ll be there at your
pl ace tonight. That’s great.

| ndran di sconnects the call and junps up fromhis chair. He
dances in excitenent and then suddenly stops. He goes to the
god Tirupati’s picture in a frame on his wall and starts

prayi ng.
CUT TO

SCENE 45

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT

Ahal ya wal ks in to her house and finds Vishwamsitting in
the sofa at the dining hall. Ahalya is taken aback after
seei ng Vi shwam

AHALYA
What are you doi ng here?

Vi shwam sips in sone tea fromthe cup in front of him and
sm | es at Ahalya, he stands up and approaches her.

VI SHAWAM
Ahal ya, | thought about it and I
feel | can help you...

Ahal ya stops her before he could conplete.
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AHALYA
Can you M. Vishwan? You al ready
wasted a chance to hel p us.

Vi shwam sm | es.

VI SHWAM
Not hi ng cones for free Ahalya. |’ ve
been getting threat calls ever
since | took your father’s case.
nmean, | can’t risk ny life for your
father. But, | can definitely
protect myself if | get paid.

At that precise nonent Aarti walks into the roomwth a
plate filled with biscuits.

AARTI
Ahal ya you are back

AHAL YA
What i s he doi ng here nonf

AARTI
| called him 1've decided to sel
off this house..

Ahal ya stops her nother m d-way.

AHALYA
Vi shwam pl ease get out of ny house
ri ght now.

Vi shwam st ares at Aahal ya.

VI SHAWAM
Thi nk about it Ahalya. | can
actual ly save your father.

AHALYA
Enough you! Just get lost. W don’t
want to spend a single penny on a
di sl oyal person |ike you.

AARTI
Ahal ya! Pl ease think about your
f at her.

AHALYA

Pl ease | eave Vi shwam

Vi shwam sm | es and approaches Aarti.
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VI SHWAM
Thi nk about it. You have ny nunber.
Call nme once you have made a
decision. My offer stands.

Vi shwam turns around and | eaves the house. Aarti turns at
Ahal ya.

AARTI
What do you think you are doing? He
is your father and not a Guinea Pig
to experinment wth.

Ahal ya gets furious.

AHALYA
What do you want nonf? You want to
sell this house for what. For this
sly bastard who can’t think
anyt hing wi t hout noney.

AARTI
What do you find in Indran Ahal ya?
He is nothing but just a waste of
time, he is | NEXPERI ENCED. He has
not hing special to offer, do you
have a vested interest...

Ahal ya turns at her nother.

AHALYA
You have lost it nmother. But |'m
not going to change ny | awer
anynore. Indran is the right man
for the case. At least he is |oyal
and respectful towards ne.

Ahal ya wal ks into her room and cl oses the door behind her.
Aarti stands outside the room shed tears and sits down on
t he sof a.

Ahalya is furious when she gets a call from I ndran.

AHAL YA
Yes Indran! What? Are you sure?

Ahalya listens carefully and then breathes heavily.
AHALYA
You have ny perm ssion Indran, lets
go for it. File the petition!

CUrT 1O
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SCENE 46

| NT. COURT- DAY (THH RD HEARI NG DATE)

The judge sits and hears the argunent by the | awers. The
prosecution | awer gets up and starts tal king.

PROSECUTOR
Sir, there have been sone
conplexities. The victimis not fit
yet to identify the culprits, the
doctors have clearly indicated to
t ake some tine.

The judge shakes his head in di sappointnent.

JUDGE
M. Ramakant, | can’t give you and
the investigation teamthe whol e
time in the world. You have to cone
up with some solid proof to prove
themguilty.

Ramakant is about to say sonething when Indran starts
speaki ng.

| NDRAN
My Lord, sorry to interfere but...

I ndran gets up fromhis place and approaches the judge with
a docunent in his hand. He gives it to the judge.

| NDRAN
Me and ny client were thinking for
a "Narco Test’. | had a talk with
my client, Ahalya, and she is ready
to convince her father for the
t est.

The judge checks the docunment and stops | ndran m d-way.

JUDGE
M. Indran, a 'Narco Test’? Are you
sure about it.

| NDRAN
Yes sir! He is ready to go through
any test to prove his innocence.

JUDGE
Yes, | get that!
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| NDRAN
Sir! W demand a bail for M.
Br ahmanandha.

The Prosecutor | ooks dunbstruck, he quickly gets up fromhis
seat .

PROSECUTOR
bjection ny lord! Sir a bail is
conpletely out of question, this is
out r ageous.

| NDRAN
Sir, if the accused is not the
culprit then | think this is the
best way to prove it. The
i nvestigation teamis |agging
behind. Sir, 1’ve done a bit of
research and worked on ny case a
bit. Though it’s conplicated, but
sonethings | find fishy about the
i nvestigation. There are no
eyewi t nesses of the fact that ny
client, M. Brahmanandha was there
during the crinme. My client, has a
very clean record sir. He has saved
agirl fromacid attack. He has
wor ked as an informant for police
and has hel ped themto sol ve cases.

PROSECUTOR
That doesn’t qualify as a clean
chit ny lord. Sir, nmy friend here
has very little idea about the
evi dence we have.

| NDRAN
Sir, all | say is police is yet to
gat her enough evi dence agai nst ny
client. And it is inhuman that he
has been kept behind the bars
W t hout committing any crine.

PROSECUTOR
Qut r ageous!

I ndran turns at the prosecutor.
| NDRAN
Yes, it is sir. Unfortunately that

shoul d be a word comi ng out of ny
client’s nouth.
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PROSECUTOR
You are tal king big for your shoe
you prick

| NDRAN

You want to try ne?
The judge intervenes. Ahalya | ooks tensed.

JUDGE
Enough gentl enen, M. Indran, what
do you want ?

| NDRAN
| want a bail for my client sir.
That’ s all.

The Prosecutor |aughs at Indran’ s statenent.

PROSECUTOR
Bail ? My Lord, before you take a
decision on that | would like to
present a video evidence of the
victim

I ndran and Ahal ya are dunbstruck by the statenent.

| NDRAN
Vi deo Evi dence?

The prosecutor turns back to his desk and takes a | arge
envel ope and approaches the judge. He hands over the
envel ope to the judge.

JUDGE
M. Ramakant, and this video is
about ?

PROSECUTOR

An initial statenment by the victim
| ndran stands up and obj ects.
| NDRAN
Sir, we didn't get the chance to
review this video.

The judge raises his hand and gestures Indran to stop.

JUDGE
Get the projector and the screen.
W will review the video in court.
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The assistants of the judge get the technical people inside
the court who set the projector, the screen and the CD

pl ayer for them The assistant enters the CD into the

pl ayer.

PROSECUTOR
Before you play it sir, | would
like to call Ms. Geetha Balika, to
conme to dias and help us in
under standi ng the video. She is a
si gn | anguage expert.

JUDGE
Per mi ssi on granted.

I ndran and Ahal ya | ook at each other. They both | ook lost. A
woman in her md 30s cone up to the dias. The judge’s

assi stant plays the CD. The video starts with the victimin
a traumati zed and in al nost unconscious state talking to the
i nterrogators.

(I'n the video)

| NTERROGATOR
Anam ka, can you tell us who did
this?

The girl cries. A wonan officer holds her hand firmy.

| NTERROGATOR
Don’t worry, we are there with you
You don’t have to be afraid. Just
tell us who did this and we w ||
make sure that they gt punished.

The woman officer carrases the child s hair and gestures her
to tell. The sem -unconsci ous and exhausted girl uses sign
| anguage to expl ain what happened to her.

GEETHA
| was com ng back to ny apartnent
when, the man in beard and uni form
called ne towards him | knew him
very well. He gave nme a chocol ate.
He asked ne to sit with himat the
roof and eat the chocol ate. Wile
eating it | felt dizzy and sl eepy.

Anam ka starts crying. Then she speaks up, agai n.

GEETHA
When | woke up, | found ny self
still on the roof. There were seven
( MORE)
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GEETHA (cont’ d)
people trying to touch ne
i nappropriately.

The girl starts crying.

| NTERROGATOR
Can you identify thenf

The girl nods her head to say 'yes’. The girl then uses sign
| anguage to explain the culprits and how they | ooked. GCeetha
expl ai ns her sign | anguage to the court.

GEETHA
The | ast man, was a man in beard
and in uniform She says that she
knows him from beforehand and has
met himin the conpl ex.

PROSECUTOR
This man i s none ot her
t han Brahmanandha ny | ord. The
details match with the accused
perfectly. She has identified the
phot ogr aphs of the culprits as
wel | .

The assistant plays a second CD.

The girl is shown seven photographs. She identifies all of
them One of themis Brahmanandha.

| ndran and Ahal ya are shell shocked. They are out of words.
PROSECUTOR

Sir, the girl has identified these
cul prits right after the incident.

| NDRAN
Sir, we had no idea about this
video. | would like to request for

a review of this video.
Judge | ooks at Indran with awe.

JUDGE
You still want to review this?

Ahal ya is heart broken and | ooks depressed.
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| NDRAN
Sir, I want a fair trail. | had no
i dea about this evidence and
not hi ng was comuni cated to ne.
Pl ease give ne two days.

The Judge | ooks at [ ndran.

JUDGE
Two days, that’s exactly what you
are getting, do you understand M.
| ndran?

| ndran nods hi s head.

JUDGE
The court is adjourned.

| ndran and Ahal ya | ook at each other. They | ook nmessed up nd
cluel ess. Ahalya is utterly depressed. She gets up from her
seat and slowy wal ks out of the court.

CUr 10O

SCENE 47

EXT. QUTSI DE COURT- LATER

Ahal ya and I ndran wal ks down the corridor. They talk to each
ot her. Ahal ya seens depressed and | ost.

| NDRAN
|’ ve not got Mouni’s nunber from
Raghav yet, he is kind a..

Ahal ya stops and stares at |ndran.
AHALYA
| ndran, what are we going to do
now?

| ndran hol ds Ahal ya’ s hand.

| NDRAN
G ve ne sone tine. Let nme check the
vi deo.

AHALYA

Did ny father really do it?

| ndran keeps num for sonetinme. Ahalya | ooks for an answer
from | ndran.
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| NDRAN
Look if he has not done it, we wll
surely get himout.

Ahal ya puts her head down.

| NDRAN
Ahal ya, you have to be really
strong now. \Wat ever happens we
wll know that we tried our best.

Ahal ya nods her head to say 'yes’. She starts wal king to
| eave the prem ses.

| NDRAN
"1l try to get in touch with
Mouni. Don’t worry.

AHALYA
| believe himlndran. He can’t! He
can never do it. And if he has done
it....

Ahl ya | ooks extrenely depressed and wal ks out. Indran calls
her from behi nd.

| NDRAN
Ahal ya, Ahal ya pl ease.

Ahal ya wal ks away and doesn’t stop.

CUr 10O
SCENE 48

| NT. 1 NDRAN S HOUSE- NI GHT

I ndran rubs his forehead, he goes through the files. He then
grabs his nobile and calls Raghav. Indran waits for a
response fromthe other side. Raghav finally picks up the
phone.

RAGHAV
Tell ne | ndran!

| NDRAN

Raghav, nman | need your hel p.
need Mouni’s nunber.
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RAGHAV
Didn't | give you?

| NDRAN
Come on Raghav, don’t act this
cranky. You know how our | aw works
correct?

Raghav sm | es.

RAGHAV
How do you sleep in the night?

| NDRAN
Raghav don’t give nme that |ecture.
Don’t you dare tell nme that. | know
about the bribes you have taken,
t he evidence you have tanpered. You
have al ways bragged about it when
you were drunk.

RAGAV
Bl oody bastard. You asshol e.

| NDRAN
Yeah man, |’ mjust doing ny job.
The man m ght be innocent. And if
he is not 1'll |eave the case.
prom se you. Now give the nunber.

Raghav keeps silent for sonetine.

RAGHAV
| " m messagi ng you the nunber. And
remenber I'’mnot giving it to you
because I'’m afraid. Just do as you
prom sed right now. You get that?

| ndran sm | es.

| NDRAN
O course 1'11.

RAGHAV
Take care.

| NDRAN

You t oo man.

| ndran di sconnects the call and | ooks at his |aptop. He
takes out a CD fromhis bag and plays it on his |aptop. He
studi es the video evidence thoroughly. He plays the video in
| oop, every tinme he sees the girl identifying Brahmanandha,;
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his heart breaks. Indran notes down a few points, he stops
t he video and goes through his | aw books. He | ooks cl uel ess
and frustrated. He shuts off the |laptop in anger.

CUT TO

SCENE 49

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT

Ahalya lies on her bed, her eyes are open. A drop of tear
rolls down her eyes. She breaks down and starts crying. Her
not her hears her daughter crying. She knocks on the door.

AARTI
Ahal ya, are you Ck?

Ahal ya i gnores her nother and switches of the light. Aarti
notices the |ight being switched off. She | ooks at the door
wi th hopel essness and | eaves.

CUT TO

SCENE 50

| NT. COURT- DAY (FOURTH HEARI NG DATE)

A depressed and lost Indran arrives early at the court. He

| ooks extrenely upset. He walks in to a court roomwhere a
different case is going on. While going inside he crosses
path with few | awyers who pass himan angry |ook. |ndran
avoi ds them and takes a seat in the audi ence space. He
notices that a petty case is going on. He closes his eyes
and thi nks about his own case. The |lawer fighting the petty
case, calls a witness.

THE LAWER
My Lord! | would like to call
Ajanta to the w tness box.

JUDGE
G ant ed.

A drunk man, wal ks up to the witness box tip-toeing. He
somehow rmanages to reach the w tness box.

THE LAWER
Ajanta, tell nme what you saw.
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AJANTA
He sl apped the guy. And and...
... saw... hmm huh

The judge gets furious when he sees that the witness is
dr unk.

JUDGE
Is this a joke, Jagdish. This
wtness is clearly drunk and
i ntoxicated. W can’t take his
statement into account.

THE LAWYER
But sir he was present there during
t he incident.

JUDGE
Do you want ne to take actions
agai nst your client, the wtness

and you?
The | awyer nods his head to say 'no’. Indran opens his eyes
and | ooks at the proceedings in excitenent.
JUDGE
You know the rules, no intoxicated

W t ness.

| ndran wal ks out of the court and runs to the auto stand. He
takes and auto and calls up Ahal ya.

| NDRAN
Ahal ya, be there at the court. [l
be a bit |ate.

AHAL YA
What ? | ndran. ..

| ndran stops her.
| NDRAN
Just believe ne Ahalya. I'Il be
back in no tinme.
I ndran gets off the auto in front of the hospital.

CUrT 10O
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SCENE 51

| NT. COURT- LATER

The court is waiting for Indran. The judge checks the watch.
Ahal ya | ooks at her watch and the entry gate. The prosecutor
smles. The clock hits 3pm

JUDGE
Ms. Ahal ya, do you have any idea
where your |awer is?

Ahal ya stands up

AHAL YA
No sir, he just asked nme to inform
you that he is going to be |ate.

The prosecutor stands up.

PROSECUTOR
Sir, the guy has fled. He is just
trying to waste the court’s
valuable tinme by all this
theatrics. You should give your
deci sion ny |ord.

At that precise nonent Indran enters the court.
| NDRAN
|’ mextrenely sorry for the del ay
nmy Lord. Please forgive ne.

The judge | ooks genui nely upset.

JUDGE
M. Indran, your reaseon better be
strong enough or you will face the
consequences.

Indran smles at the judge and cones forward.

| NDRAN
Sir, I'l'l not let you conmt Sin.
| was at the hospital to check
Ankita s nmedical report. And |’ve
got a copy with nme out here.
think this will help you sir.

| ndran hands over the file to the judge’s assistant. The
j udge checks the paper.
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JUDGE
What are you trying to say |ndran,
be cl ear.

| NDRAN

Sir is it possible to play the
vi deo presented by Prosecution in
the I ast hearing?

JUDGE
Pl ease go ahead.

83.

The judge’s assistant gets the projector and screen ready.
The video is playe. Indran asks the operator to pause the

video at a certain place.

| NDRAN
Sir, as per the nedical report and
t he video evi dence we have, Ananm ka
was drugged during the incident. It
is a strong drug whose effect stays
in the user for nore than ten
hours. As per the nedical findings
and tests, the incident happened at
around 1. 00pm Anam ka gave her
statenent at around 2.30pm She was
still under the influence of drug
when she gave her statenent. Later
she was given an antidote and sone
nmedi cal drugs to hel p her
recuperate. So she was still under
the inflence of drugs. Thus My
lord, her statenment can’'t be taken
into account. She was under the
i nfluence of drugs.

PROSECUTOR
Have you | ost your mind, you are
pointing fingers at the girl’s
integrity?

| NDRAN
No, not at all. Al | say is that
she can be wong in identifying. O
maybe she has identified the wong
person. This can be a probability
sir, that too under the influence
of drugs. And if there is sonmeone
who is still roam ng around free,
then this won’'t be a cl assic case
of justice. W woul d be
insulting the very base.

The judge | ooks at I ndran.
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JUDGE
What do you want M. |ndran?

| NDRAN
Sir, we would like to go for a
"Narcho Test’. And | demand a bai
for nmy client.

PROSECUTOR
A bail is out of question ny |ord.
JUDGE
Bai | deni ed.
| NDRAN
Sir, atleast allow himto neet his
famly twice a week. It will help
us in convincing himfor the
"Narcho test’.

The judge | ooks awestruck.

JUDGE
You anmaze ne M. Indran. Plea
accepted. Brahmanandha can neet his
famly twi ce a week. Court
adj our ned.

Ahal ya junps up with joy. Indran | ooks rejuvanated. The two
| ook at each other. Ahalya approaches |Indran and hugs him

AHAL YA
Thank you I ndran. Thank you.

A drop of tear trickles down Ahalya's cheek.

CUT 1O

| NTERVAL PO NT

SCENE 52

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON- DAY

Ahal ya signs a register and enters the visiting area. A
constabl e | eads Ahalya to the transition point. Wile

foll owi ng the Constabl e Ahal ya notices the depressive
environnment of the jail. The dirty walls and the floors
makes Ahal ya sick. She crosses a washroom which is extrenely
dirty and snells of dead rats. Ahalya takes out a
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handker chi ef from her purse and puts it on her nose. The
const abl e makes Ahalya sit in a room Ahalya notices few
other visitors talking to their relatives who are serving
their term Most of them | ooks depressed. The constable
makes Ahalya sit at a corner.

CONSTABLE
Be here.

The constabl e | eaves the room Ahalya check the tine on her
wri st watch and then goes through her nobile. She notices a
nmessage from I ndran.

MVESSAGE
Tried calling you but your phone is
out of reach. |’ve managed to get

in touch with Mouni’'s father. He is
not ready to cone, but I'’mtrying
to convince him

She keeps the nobile back and conti nues checki ng the door
fromwhere the crimnals and accuseds wal k into the visiting
room She | ooks around once again to realize that even a
heal thy and hearty person can turn sick in this place. Just
then a constable cones in wth Brahmanandha. Ahal ya stands
up. Tears trickle down her eyes. Brahmanandha cries as well.
He approaches Ahal ya. Ahalya hugs him they stand at their

pl ace for sonetinme and shed tears. Aahlya touches her father
wi th her hand. She checks the bruises on his face.

AHALYA
Are you eating properly?

Br ahmanandha nods his head to say yes.

BRAHMANANDHA
How i s your nother doing? |Is she
fine? I"’munable to sl eep wthout
her.

Ahalya is initially silent and then she speaks up.

AHALYA
She is doing ok. | need to talk
about sonet hing dad. And you have
to be sure about what you say. Do
you get that.

Brahnmanandha is quiet for sonetinme. He nods his head to say
yes.
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BRAHVANANDHA
Tell ne.

AHALYA
Dad, what happened? You can be
honest with ne.

Br ahmanandha breaks down. Tears flow down his eyes. Ahalya
tries to stop himbut his tears continue to flow

BRAHMVANANDHA
| did nothing Ahaya. You believe ne
right?

Ahal ya keeps mum She sinply nods her head and wat ches her
father closely.

BRAHVANANDHA
| was busy with ny work. You know
me. | haven’'t seen the girl for
days. | can’'t do this. She is just
a kid.

AHALYA
| know dad.

BRAHMVANANDHA

Are they out of their heads. Wat’s
nmy age? Believe ne Ahalya | did
nothing. |’ ve repeated nyself to
the officers again and agai n but
they won’t listen to ne.

AHALYA
| believe you dad. | do. | know you
are not capable of such a henious

crime.
Ahal ya hol ds Brahmanandha’s hands firmy.

AHALYA
W have filed a petition for a
"Narco Test’

Br ahmanandha | ooks a bit surprised.

BRAHVANANDHA
Narco Test?

AHALYA
Yes, its basically a drug test.
They will drug you and then ask you
sone questions about the incident.
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Br ahmanandha starts crying.

AHALYA
Dad, you have to be strong pl ease.
This is the best way to prove your
i nnocence. The girl is yet to
recover and is hardly talking.
Everyt hi ng depends you dad.

87.

Br ahmanandha cl oses his eyes, a drop of tear accum ates in
his eyelid. Ahalya cones closer and wi pes off the tear from

hi s eyes.
AHALYA
DAD!
BRAHVANANDHA
Yes, yes.
AHALYA

Are you ok with the test? This is
the best way to prove that you are
not guilty. You get that right?

Br ahmanandha sits up.

BRAHVANANDHA
| get it! Do you think this wll
wor k?
AHALYA
O course it will, you can trust ne

dad. You have nothing to be afraid
of . We should imediately go for
t he test.

Brahmanandha nods his head to say yes. Ahalya | ooks at her

father for sometinme and gets up. She caresses her

Br ahmanandha’ s hair.

AHALYA

|’Il be back soon dad. Take care.
BRAHVANANDHA

You take care of your nom she

needs you.

Ahal aya nods her head and wal ks out of the room
Br ahnmanandha wat ches her | eavi ng.

hand on

CUT TO
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SCENE 53

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- EARLY MORNI NG ( PAST)

Ahal ya stares outside the wi ndow, every passing vehicle
excites her. Ahalya checks at the tine and continues | ooking
out si de.

She grabs her phone and starts calling Vasisht’s friends.
The nunbers cone switched off or out of reached. A concerned
Ahal ya sits down on the floor. She overhears her father’s
voi ce. She quickly nmoves out to find his father entering the
house after his night shift. Brahmanandha opens his fornal
shoes and sit on a chair.

Ahal ya conmes and stands in front of him Brahmanandha is a
bit surprised.

BRAHMANANDHA
Aren’t yo up a bit early today?

Ahal ya breaks down into tears. Brahmanandha approaches her
and hugs her.

BRAHMANANDHA
Hey what happened? |s everything
fine?

AHALYA
Dad, Vasisht has been away al
night. | permtted himto go out
with his friends, but then he never
ret ur ned.

Br ahmanandha i s dumbstr uck.

BRAHVANANDHA
Did you call his friends?

Br ahmanandha t akes out his nobile.

AHALYA
| called everyone dad. |’ve been
calling themsince the |last three
hours. Their phones are com ng
either swtched off or out of
reach. ..

Ahal ya breaks down into tears.
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AHALYA
It’s all my fault dad, | let himgo
and now. Where is he?

Br ahmanandha hol ds hi s daughter.

BRAHMANANDHA
Stop crying! It’'s not your fault.
| f sonmeone is to be held accounted,
it’s Vasisht hinself. And no one
el se.

Br ahmanandha wal ks towards the entrance of the house.

BRAHMANANDHA
Don’t worry |I’'I1 find him

Ahal ya stares at her father |eaving the house. Her nother
wal ks in to find Brahmanadha | eavi ng. She call Brahmanandha
from behi nd.

AARTI
Nandha, Nandha.

CUT TO

SCENE 54

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY ( PRESENT)

Ahalya sits in her room a drop of tear rolls down her eyes.
She drinks water froma bottle when her nother enters the
room

AARTI
How s your father?

Ahal ya stares at her nother for sonetine.

AARTI
Are you ok? |Is your dad..

Ahal ya stops her before conpleting her sentence.

AHALYA
He is fine nom don’'t worry.

AARTI
VWhat's the matter then?
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AHAL YA
Not hi ng. Dad has to take a ' Narco
Test’ .

AARTI

Macro? what's that?
Ahal ya sm | es.

AHAL YA
[t’s not Macro, it’s "Narco Test".
It’s a drug test kind a thing.

AARTI
Drugs? Your father never had |iquor
in his entire life, and you say

drugs.

AHALYA
Mom 1’11 make you understand sone
ot her day.

Aarti stares at Ahal ya.

AHALA
Can you get ne a cup of coffee?

AARTI
k.

Aarti gets up from her place.

AARTI
I s he eating properly?

Ahal ya | ooks at Aarti and silently nods her head.

CUT TO
SCENE 55
| NT. /EXT. JAIL CELL/POLI CE JEEP- AFTERNOON
Brahmanandha sit inside his cell. He stares bl ankly outside

the cell. A sound of footsteps grabs his attention.

Br ahmanandha di scovers two const abl es approachi ng t owards
hi m Brahmanandha slowy gets up fromhis place as the
constabl es wal k in.
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CONSTABLE
Let’ s go.

Br ahmanandha nods hi s head.

The constabl e | eads himthrough the corridor. Brahmanandha
hears a faint shout of a huge crowd outside the jail. The
constabl es | ooks at him

CONSTABLE
Peopl e are angry, rapist! Wy don’t
you j ust accept.

Br ahmanandha nods his head in di sappoi nt nent.

BRAHVANANDA
|’ ve done nothing. I've told you a
t housand ti ne.

The const abl es | augh at Brahmanandha.

CONSTABLE
We have seen thousands |ike you.
Let’s go. You are lucky that we are
not pushing you to this crowd.

Const abl e shows Brahmanandha a huge crowd outside the jail.
The crowd voi ce out slogans against the rapists. They are
hol di ng sticks and candl es.

CROVND
Capi tal punishnment for the rapist.
Kill themall. Kill them all

The crowd burns a dummy of the rapists. Brahmanandha wat ches
t henangry crowd and trenble in fear. The officer-in-charge
approaches the constabl es.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Don't bring himout till we clear
this crowd.

CONSTABLE
Yes sir.

The officer turns around and reaches his teamwho try to
clear the crowd. Brahmanandha watches the entire ordeal and
is dunbstruck. The constable smles at Brahnanandha, who is
extrenely tensed.

CONSTABLE
Should I throw you in there.
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BRAHVANANDHA
No.

The constabl es | augh. The police teamclears the crowd.
Brahmanandha i s al nost dragged to the jeep. The crowd throws
stones at Brahmanandha and one of them manages to hit his
head. Brahmanandha bl eeds badly. The constabl es get him
inside the jeep. The jeep slowy drives away.

CUrT 1O

SCENE 56

EXT. /I NT. HOSPI TAL- LATER

A cab stops in front of the hospital. Ahalya comes out of
the cab and pays the driver. She | ooks at the hospital. She
notices an enpty police jeep standing outside the hospital.
She wal ks past it and slowy noves into the hospital. She
wal ks up to the reception.

AHALYA
Ma’ am can you tell ne, to which
fl oor M. Brahmanandha has been
t aken to.

THE RECEPTI ONI ST
Br hmanandha the rapist? Are you
fromthe press.
Ahal ya keeps silent for sonmetinme and then speaks.

AHALYA
No, I'mfromthe | egal team

The receptionist sniles.

THE RCEPTI ONI ST
2nd floor ma’ am

Ahal ya i s disgusted, she takes the lift and goes up.

Br ahmanandha gets a pre-check. A nurse injects a nedicene in
his arm

The police teamwaits outside the roomwhere the check-up is

goi ng on. Ahalya walks in and stands in front of the room
The constabl es stare at Ahal ya.
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CONSTABLE
Rapi st’ s daughter.

Ahal ya i gnores the comment and wal ks up and goes to the
of ficer-in-charge who is sitting at a pl ace.

AHAL YA
How much time will it take?

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Not much. But we have to wait for
the test results.

Ahal ya nods her head and sits beside the officer.

After sone tinme a nrse approaches the officer. She conmes and
stands near the officer.

NURSE
Sir, the results are here. The
doctor wants to neet you

Ahal ya has a | ook of concern on her face.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
|s there any problem

The nurse pauses for a nonment and then speaks up.

NURSE
That’s why he is calling you.

CUr 10

SCENE 57

I NT. DOCTOR S CHAMBER- LATER

The doctor and the officer are sitting across each ot her.
The doctor discusses the test results with the officer.

DOCTOR
Look, the problemis you can't
performa 'Narco Test’ on him

The officer is extrenely disappointed. He | ooks back at the
doct or.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE

We don’t have any other option? Are
you sure about it?
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DOCTOR
|’mcertain sir. The test m ght be
fatal for him

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Goodness graci ous.

CUT TO
SCENE 58

| NT. GENERAL WARD- LATER

An angry Ahalya enters the ward and wal ks up straight to her
father. Brahmanandha is a bit surprised by the way Ahal ya
approaches him

AHALYA
Why? Way woul d you do that with nme?

Br ahmanandha keeps his head | ow.

BRAHMANANDHA
| had no option. W were already
having a |l ot of problenms. D dn't
wanted to put you in pressure.

Ahal ya | ooks di sgust ed.

AHALYA
Dad, you had a heart surgery and
you never cared to tell us. Wiy? |
coul d have hel ped you. Now you are
huding this thing from ne.
Congratul ati ons, the 'Narco Test’
is out of question and so is your
chance to prove your innocence.

A drop of tear rolls down Brahmanandha' s eyes.

BRAHVANANDA
|’mreally sorry Ahalya. Please
help me, what will | do?

AHALYA

Dad, it’s sinple be honest with us.
We have to find a way out dad.

Ahal ya sits near Brahmanandha and hol ds his hand.
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AHAL YA
Let ne check, what can be done.

Brahmanandha puts his head down i n di sappoi nt nent.

CUT 10O

SCENE 59

| NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- AFTERNOON

Ahal ya and Indran sits at the sofa in the dining hall and
talk to each other. Ahalya | ooks concerned and worri ed.

AHAL YA
| ndran, we need to get in touch
with nmy father’s enpl oyers.

I ndran keeps quiet for sonetine before reacting. He drinks
water fromthe bottle kept in front of himon the table.

| NDRAN
The Security agency is not
respondi ng Ahalya. It seens that
they are not interested in your
father’s fate. They want their nane
to be cleared that’s it.

Ahal ya shakes her head in disgust.

AHALYA
t her has given his everything

fa
this conmpany. How can hey do
t?

M
t

o]

t ha
| NDRAN

You can’t bl anme them Ahal ya. They

are playing safe right now. They

have al ready chuked off your
father’s nane fromthe payroll.

AHAL YA
Did you get through Muwuni’'s famly?

| NDRAN
They are not picking up ny call.

Ahal ya | ooks di sgust ed.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 96.

AHALYA
Damm it!

At that precise nonment a gl ass breaking sound grabs both
Ahal ya and Indran’s attention. The two quickly get up and
foll ow the sound which came fromthe kitchen. They find
Aarti sitting at a corner and sobbing. There are utensils
lying on the floor. Ahalya notices the wi ndow of the kitchen
br oken. Ahalya slowy approaches Aarti. Aarti is holding a
white crunbl ed paper in her hand. She gives the crunbled
paper to Ahal ya. Ahalya takes the paper and reads it.

AHALYA
Leave the locality or we will burn
down the rapist’s house.

Ahal ya qui ckly gets up and | ooks through the w ndow. She
finds no one there. She turns around towards her nother and
hol ds her tight.

AHAL YA
Don't worry, we will sort it out.

AARTI
How Ahal ya? The 'Narco Test’ is
al so cancelled. How wi |l Brahma
prove his innocence. I’'mgoing to
hang nyself if your father is
puni shed. | can’t live like this.

Ahal ya stares at her nother for a while. Indran notices
sonething at the entrance and wal ks toward the gate. He
finds Akshara entering the house. She is drenched in tears.
I ndran notices that Akshara s clothes are torn. Indran

qui ckl y approaches Akshar a.

| NDRAN
Ahal ya, out here fast.

Ahal ya rushes out to the main gate to find Akshara shivering
in fear. Ahalya holds Akshara tight. Aarti cones out of the
ki tchen and approaches Akshara as well.

AHALYA
Who did this?

Akshara keeps nmum

AHAL YA
Akshara, who did this?!

Akshara | ooks up at her elder sister.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 97.

AKSHARA
My friends di, they didn’'t want ne
to be a part of the gane. Wen
asked them why, they tore ny
clothes and told nme that ny father
did this to another girl. And they
don’t want to be friends with
soneone |ike that.

Akshara breaks down into tears.

AKSHARA
What did Dad do? Is it ny fault?

Aarti rushes to Akshara and hugs her.

AARTI
It’s not your fault child. It’s not
your fault. The phase will pass

away child. Don’t worry.

Ahal ya | ooks at her nother and sister for a while. Akshara
continues crying as Aarti holds her tight. A drop of tear
rolls down her cheeks. Indran cones near Ahalya and hol ds
her hands firnly.

| NDRAN
l"mthere with you and you will get
through this I prom se.

Ahalya is silent.

| NDRAN
You guys can stay at ny place for
the time being. It would be safe
for you peopl e.

Ahal ya | ooks at | ndran.

AHALYA
|’ m not gonna | eave nmy house
Indran. It’s not our fault. W wll
fight the case fromhere. | want to
see how it ends.

Indran is awestruck by Ahalya’ s statenent. He gets up and
wal ks up to the entrance.

| NDRAN
Il |eave for the day Ahal ya. But
m al ways there for you. My house
is always open to your famly. Let
me know i f you change your
deci si om
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| ndran slowly wal ks out of the house as Ahal ya wat ches on.

CUT TO

SCENE 60

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT

Ahal ya works on her | aptop as Akshara sl eeps beside her. She
goes through her friendlist on Facebook. She searches for a
Kiran. Kiran is Ahalya' s batchmate. She goes through her
profile when she notices a photograph of her friend and

bat chmat e, Meera’' s engagenent cerenony. Ahalya realises that
Meera is getting married the next day. She rubs her head

wi th her hand.

AHALYA
Ch God, | conpletely forgot.

She gets up from her place and searches the drawer of her

Al mrah. She takes out a wedding invitation card fromthe
drawer and checks out the address of the venue. She cones
back to her |aptop and searches Kiran's profile and gets her
nmobi | e nunber. She calls Kiran but no one responds. Ahal ya
realises that it is 12.30amin the night. She quickly

di sconnects the call. She keeps the nobile aside and |ies
down besi de Akshar a.

CUrT 10O

SCENE 61

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- DAY

Ahal ya wakes up in her bed. Akshara is not beside her. She
slowy gets up fromher bed. She gets ready and wal ks out of
t he house when sonet hing grabs her attention. Ahalya's
expressi on changes as soon as she discovers the thing. On
the wall of her house it is witten, "Burn the rapist and
his fam|ly'. Ahalya is disgusted. She turns around and | ooks
at the road and the shops near by. The entire scenari o nakes
Ahal ya extrenely furious.

CUT 10O
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SCENE 62

EXT./ INT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya wal ks up to a paint shop near by and buys a white
pai nt. She wal ks back to her house with anger on her face.

She takes out an old brush fromthe small store roomon the
roof of her house and cones back to the exrerior part of the
entrance. She then slowy paints the graphiti on the wall of
her house. Wile painting she gets extrenely upset and

di sturbed with the entire incident. She gets furious and
angry and throws the paint bucket on the road.

Ahal ya | ooks extrenely angry and vengeful. She angrily wal ks
into her room and cl oses the door behind her.

CUT TO
SCENE 63
EXT. MARRI AGE HALL- NI GHT
Ahal ya gets off the cab and wal ks slowy towards the
marriage hall. She notices Meera's father standing at the
entry point of the marriage hall. He greets every guest who

cones in. Ahalya notices Kiran wal king into the hall

Meera's father greets her. Ahalya wal ks faster towards the
hall to talk to Kiran. As Ahalya reaches the entry point she
is stopped by Meera’s father. The facial reaction of Meera's
father changes instantly. His face turns red.

MEERA' S FATHER
You are not allowed here girl.

Kiran who is on his way to the reception hall turns back on
listening this statenment. Ahalya’s facial reaction changes
as well. She turns pale.

AHALYA
But why uncl e?

Bef ore Ahal ya ends, Meera’s father speaks out.
MEERA' S FATHER
You really have guts! Look | don’t
want ny child s wedding to turn
I nauspi ci ous.

Ahal ya i s taken aback.
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AHAL YA
|? What did | do?

MEERA' S FATHER
You dare to ask ne what you did?
Your father has raped a child and
you are fighting for that rapist to
cone out of prison. Don't you fee
ashaned?

Ahal ya | owers her head down and notices that Kiran is
war chi ng her.

MEERA' S FATHER
How coul d you just think that you
are invited to ny daughter’s
weddi ng. Just get out of this place
and never show your face. Stay away
fom ny daughter. Do you get that.
Father is rapist, brother is a
killer and you want ne to greet
you? CGet out of here you bitch!

Ahal ya breaks down into tears. She turns around and | eaves
the place i medi ately.

MEERA' S FATHER
Good riddance.

Anot her guest cones forward, Meera' s father greets him

MEERA' S FATHER
M. Joy, please cone in.

Ki ran wat ches Ahal ya running away. She feels sorry.

CUT 1O

SCENE 64

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya sits on the roof of her house and continues crying.
She drinks water froma bottle kept nearby and rem ni sces
about Vasi sht.

CUT 1O
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SCENE 65

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON- DAY ( PAST)

Br ahnmanandha and Ahal ya enters the police station. Both of
them | ook tensed and stressed out. They walk up to the
officer-in-charge sitting in his cabin. Brahmanandha knocks
on the door.

BRAHVANANDHA
Sir, may | cone in? | got a call..

Bef ore Brahmanandha fini shes the officer gestures himto
come inside his cabin.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Br ahmanandha? Ri ght ?

BRAHVANANDHA
Yes sir, Vasisht's father.

The officer-in-charge gestures himand Ahalya to sit on the
chairs in front of him

BRAHVANANDA
Sir, did you get any news about ny
son’ s whereabouts? My wife is
extrenely worried.

The officer-in-charge smles. He takes the paper weight from
the desk and plays with it.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Your son is not m ssing
Br ahmanandha.
Br ahmanandha and Ahal ya appear surpri sed.

BRAHVANANDHA
Did you find hinf

The of ficer shakes his head and continues smling.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Are you joking with nme? You Jerk!

The officer’s eyes turn red.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Do you think we are fool s?
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BRAHVANANDHA
Sir, I"'mreally not getting you.
Where is ny son?

The officer-in-charge gets up fromhis chair

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
Do you know G rish?

Brahnmanandha is a bit surprised but Ahalya seens to know the
nanme very well.

BRAHVANANDHA
Grish, who?

AHALYA
Grish is Vasisht's friend.

The officer sml es.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
You are correct child. Well Grish
surrendered to us yesterday. The
day your son went m ssing, these
guys went on a drive. They were
drunk. Vasisht was driving the car
and he crushed a pregnant | ady
under the wheels. Both the | ady and
her unborn child are dead.

Brahmanandha and Ahalya’s face turns pale.

BRAHVANANDHA
But sir..

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
He is not m ssing Brahmanandha, he
is absconding. Grish told himto
surrender but he has ran away.

BRAHVANANDHA
This can’'t be true sir. He is not
l'i ke that.

OFFI CER- | N- CHARGE
M . Brahmanandha, your son could
have surrendered or help the | ady.
But he did nt. The | ady was heavily
injured and lied on the roads
unattended for a hour and a half.
She was alive till then Sir. Your
son coul d have saved her. But he
deci ded to run away.
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AHAL YA
It’s all my fault.

Ahal ya breaks down into tears. Brahmanandha hugs her tight.
Ahal ya sobs heavily.

CUr 10

SCENE 66

EXT. ROOF- NI GHT ( PRESENT)

Ahal ya’ s eyes appear wet. She drinks the water fromthe
bottl e when her nobile rings. Ahalya notices that Kiran is
calling her. She imredi ately picks up the call.

AHAL YA
Hel | o!

Kl RAN
Hel | o, Ahalya? This is Kiran. | got
a call fromyour nunber. How are
you?

Ahal ya | ooks hopeful .

AHALYA
Hey, thank you so rmuch for calling
back. Can we neet tonorrow. |
really need sone hel p and
suggestion from your side.

Ahal ya |istens carefully.
AHAL YA
That’ s absolutely fine with ne. |
under st an.
Ahal ya | ooks a bit hopeful.

CUr 10O

SCENE 67
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| NT. CAFE- MORNI NG

Ahal ya and Indran wait in a cafe. Ahalya | ooks anxi ous and
checks her watch frequently. Indran notices that Ahalya
| ooks restless. Indran tries to talk out wi th Ahalya.

| NDRAN
Cal m down.

Ahal ya stops checking her watch and snmiles at Indran. Kiran
wal ks in to the cafe. Ahalya stands up with a bright smle
on her face. Kiran notices Ahal ya and approches the table.

AHALYA
Thak you for comng Kiran it neans
a lot.

Kl RAN
It s ok.

Kiran passes a reluctant smle.

AHALYA
Pl ease sit.

Kiran sits down.

AHALYA
This is ny Lawyer, |ndran.

| ndran stretches his arm and shakes hand with Kiran.

Kl RAN
Hel | o.

| NDRAN
Hel | o.

AHALYA

Wul d you like to have coffee?
Ki ran | ooks around and then | ooks back at Ahal ya.
Kl RAN
You said you need ny hel p. What
hel p do you want ?
Ahal ya takes a deep brearh and then speaks out.

AHALYA
It’s about ny father.

Kiran nods her head in disgust.
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Kl RAN
Ahalya, | can’'t help you in that
matter. |1’ mnot against you, but

| m not standing for your father.
And any way, how can | help you in
this matrer?

AHALYA
Kiran, give ne a chance...

Ahal ya | ooks at her in a pleadi ng way.

AHALYA
You are an expert in sign | anguage
right?

Kl RAN
[’ m

AHALYA

You have to explain a video to ne.

Kl RAN
Is it the victinis video?

| NDRAN
Yes, it is. Avideo in which she is
identifying the culprits. You just
need to verify what she is saying.

Kiran gets up fromher chair.

Kl RAN
Are you guys crazy? You are
doubting the integrity of a child.
For goodness sake, Ahal yal

AHALYA
Kiran, I’ma woman too and |
enpat hi ze with Anam ka. But ny
father is innocent. Kiran | request
you to watch this video. Just once.
I f you feel that ny father is not
i nnocent then 1’1l accept it.

Ahal ya takes out a file fromher side bag and keeps it on
the table. Kiran checks out the file. The file consists of
Brahmanandha’ s nedi cal reports and sone of Ahalya's

findi ngs.

AHALYA
As per the victinis statenent, the
culprits were drenched in al coho

( MORE)
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AHALYA (cont’ d)
and they were conoletely drunk. My
father is not an al coholic. He had
a bypass surgery few years back and
too nmuch al cohol can be fatal for
him He even agreed to go for a
"Narco Test’ but he was denied from
being tested for the same reason.

Kiran | ooks at Ahal ya awestruck. She slowy sits down.

AHALYA
The police has no solid evidence
against ny father, Kiran. He is the
only person who has not accepted
the allegations. The rest of them
accepted as soon as they were
caught .

Kiran | ooks at Ahal ya. She stretches her arm

Kl RAN
Show ne the vi deos.

I ndran qui ckly takes out his laptop fromthe bag and
switches it on for Kiran to study it.

| NDRAN
|”ve saved it in ny |aptop.

Kiran studies the two videos one by one. Indran and Ahal ya
closely looks at Kiran. Kiran notes down a few things on the
not epad. After watching the videos she | ooks at Ahal ya and

| ndr an.

Kl RAN
Ahal ya, as per the statenent the
culprit is a man in uniform The
man lives in the sane conpl x.

AHALYA
Sanme conpl ex?

Kl RAN
Yes, that’s what she is saying. He
was conpl etely drunk.

AHAL YA
My father doesn’t stay there, he is
an enpl oyee.

Kiran thinks for sonetine and speaks out.
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Kl RAN
It is possible that this man has
simlar physical features, |ike

your father. May be he is also a
man who stays in uniform The beard
thing is pretty conmon now a days.

Ahal ya’s eyes light up

AHALYA
So you are saying that the man is
fromthe same conpl ex?

Kl RAN
O course Ahal ya.

Kiran holds Ahalya's hands firmy.

Kl RAN
| feel she is tal king of soneone
el se and not your father. As for
the video in which she is
identifying the photographs, she
totaly appears drugged. | don’'t
t hink that should be considered as
a statenent.

AHAL YA
Thank you so much for your help
Kiran. It nmeans a |ot.

Kl RAN
Stay strong girl. I'’'mthere with
you.

Kiran passes a smle at Ahalya. They get up and hug each
ot her.

CUr 10O

SCENE 68

I NT. SECURI TY ACENCY OFFI CE- DAY

Ahal ya and Indran are waiting at the reception of the
security agency Brahmanandha worked in. Ahalya is wearing a
fake spectacle and they sit quietly at a corner. The
receptioni st gets a call on her intercom
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RECEPTI ONI ST
Yes Sir? Sure Sir, I'll send them
in inrediately.

The receptionist then turns toward Ahal ya and | ndran.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Ms. Gones, M. Prasad, you can go
in.

AHALYA
Thank you.

Ahal ya and Indran get up and walk in to the Agency owner’s
cabin. There is a nane plate on the door of the cabin which
says 'M. Harjeet Singh’. The two slowy enter the cabin and
cl ose the door behind them

M. Singh gets up to greet Ahalya and Indran inside.

MR. SI NGH
VWl cone Ms. Gones and M. Prasad.
Pl ease have a seat.

| NDRAN
Thank You.

| ndran and Ahal ya both sit down.

MR SI NGH
So how can we hel p you?

Ahal ya opens her specs and starts talking to M. Singh.

AHAL YA
M. Singh, W are here to seek a
bit of help fromyou.

M. Singh is confused. He feels as if he has seen Ahal ya
somewher e.

MR SI NGH
Ma’ am have | seen you sonewhere.

Ahal ya sm | es and answers back.

AHALYA
O course you have seen ne sir, I'm
Brahmanandha’ s daughter. You were
declining our calls so we had to
take this step and sneak into your
of fice as probable clients.

M. Singh is dunbstruck. He smiles stupidly.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 109.

MR SI NGH
This is a joke right?

| NDRAN
No this is not sir. W want a help
fromyou and you are gonna provide
us with some inportant information.
This is really inportant and it’s
about getting justice for a snall
girl. If you don’t help us then a
culprit will roamfree on the road
| ooking for his next victimand an
i nnocent old man will suffer for
his crine.

M. Singh gets a bit serious.

MR SI NGH
What do you guys want ?

Ahal ya takes out a file from her bag.

AHALYA
| want the details of the enpl oyees
you have hired and also it would be
really helpful if you can tell us
t he names of your staffs who live
in the staff quarters of Prem um
conpl ex.

MR, SI NGH
"1l get it. Gve ne sone tine.

M. Singh takes out his nobile and dials a nunber.

MR, SI NGH
Farroqgi, yes. Get ne the enpl oyee
details in ny cabin... Not later, |
want it now It’s inportant.

M. Singh disconnects the call and turns toward Ahal ya.

MR, SI NGH
Ma’ am your father was a very
dedi cated staff but we can’t keep
himin our agency any nore. Not

till the tinme he proves hinself
i nnocent. W are being heavily
pressurized fromall sides. | hope

you understand ma’ am

Ahal ya passes a smle
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AHALYA
Yes | understand M. Singh. W as
enpl oyees give our everything to a
conmpany but an incident which is
yet to be proven can take away your
everything. Don't worry sir we are
acquai nted to everything.

MR SI NGH
You are getting me wong ma’ am

| NDRAN
How far are the details M. Singh?

MR SI NGH
He woul d be here any nonent now.

Just then a knock on the door grabs everyone’s attention in
t he room

MR. S| NGH
Come in.

Atall and thin man enters the cabin with two set of files.

MAN
This is outrageous. Wy do you need
this shit now?

MR SI NGH
Farooqi, please. Stop it. W have
serious problenms out here.

FAROOQ
You and your ever exsisting
pr obl ens.

Farooqi |eaves the cabin. M. Singh hands over the file to
Ahal ya. Ahalya flips the pages of the file and gives a
cursory | ook

AHALYA
Can we get a copy of the file?

MR S| NGH
Sure MR’ am

M. Singh gets up fromhis chair and opens the door of his
cabi n.

MR S| NGH
Farooqgi, | need your hel p again.

CUT TO
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SCENE 69

I NT. 1 NDRAN S HOUSE- LATER

| ndran and Ahal ya goes though the copies of the staff list.
They segregate the staffs according to their |ooks and
physi cal features. They check the staffs who live in the
prem um conpl ex staff quarters.

| NDRAN
This guard, Laxman has a bit of
simlarity with your father

Ahal ya takes the copy of the formin her hand and takes a
cl ose | ook.

AHALYA
No, he is too young. The nman’'s age
is over 45. This guy is way
t hi nner.

| ndran pi cks up anot her copy of a form
| NDRAN
These staffs went on a | eave day
before the incident.

Ahal ya takes a cl oser | ook.

AHALYA
These guys | ook nothing Iike ny
f at her.

| NDRAN

That’s true. Seens |ike a roadbl ock
situation for us.

Sonet hing stri kes Ahal ya.

AHAL YA
You sai d roadbl ock correct?

Indran is a bit shocked with Ahalya’s reaction.

| NDRAN
Yeah. . .

AHALYA
| ndran what if the uniformis
related to sonething else. Like a
police officer or an Arny officer
may be? May be he is a resident of
Prem um conpl ex.
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| NDRAN
It s possible Ahalya. Someone who
[ives in that building.

| ndran and Ahal ya | ook at each ot her.

CUr 10

SCENE 70

I NT. PRI SONER' S MEETI NG ROOM  AFTERNOON

Brahmanandha sits in front of Ahalya and talks to her. He
| ooks better.

BRAHVANANDHA
l’ma bit worried about your nom
Akshara and you are born fighters.
| know you guys wll take care of
her .

Br ahmanandha smiles at Ahalya. He then slowly cones close to
Ahal ya

BRAHVANNDHA
How is the girl?

AHALYA
She is better now.

Br ahmanandha puts his head down He then | ooks at Ahal ya.

BRAHMANANDA
| really can’t believe that this
t hi ng happened to her. She is such
a beautiful kid. Wat a waste.

Ahal ya hol ds Brahmanandha’ s hands firmly. A drop of tear
rolls down Brahmanandha’s cheek.

AHAL YA
Cal m down dad, she will recover
soon.

BRAHMANANDHA
How are her parents? How are they
doi ng. ??

Ahal ya t hi nks before replying.
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AHALYA
Yeah, they are trying too. But the
difference is that they want to see
you suffer

BRAHVANANDHA
Yeah, | understand. | conpletely
under st and. .

Brahmanandha starts cryi ng.

BRAHVANANDA
What did | do to deserve all this
Ahal ya? How coul d they even think?

Ahal ya i ntervenes. She consol es Brahnmanandha.

Sonet hi ng

AHALYA
Do you know anyone from prenm um
conpl ex who is an officer? Sonmeone
fromArny may be.

BRAHMVANANDA
Can be. But |’ve never seen any
officer. We did have a list but
since | was nade the head guard
hardly managed resident’s
conplaints. Unfortunately I’ ve no
idea if there is an officer there.
A |l ot of people have rented out
their apartnents and |eft the
pl ace.

stri kes Brahmanandha’ s m nd.

BRAHMANANDHA
Ok, there is a | ady constabl e who
stays in the sane conplex. She is
pretty close to nme and probably she
can help you with this. Her nane is
Vim a.

AHALYA
Vina?

BRAHMANANDHA
She is a very kind soul. W bonded
really well with each ot her

Br ahmanandha t hi nks for soneti ne.
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BRAHVANANDA
Ahal ya! There is a small box in ny
room whi ch bel ongs to her. Can you
give it to her

Ahal ya | ooks a bit surprisd.

AHAL YA
Smal | Box?

BRAHVANANDA
Yes, it’s her box. She brought ne
Chi cken Vindal oo in that one day.

Ahal ya | ooks at Brahmananda.

CUr 10

SCENE71

EXT. / INT. AHALYA' S HOUSE/ NEAR PREM UM COVPLEX- EVEN NG

A woman in police uniformsteps down fromthe bus. She wal ks
slowy towards the prem um apartnents. Her phone starts
ringi ng. She takes out her nobile and sees that it’s an
unknown nunber. She recieves the call.

WOVAN
Hel | ol

AHALYA
Hello!l Is this Ms. Vima Srinath?

The woman checks the incom ng nunber once again. She doesn’t
recognise it.

VI MLA
Wo is it?

AHALYA
Ma’ amthis is Ahalya,
Br ahmanandha’ s daughter. ..

VI MLA
Brahma’ s daughter? I'’mreally sorry
about your father dear.

AHALYA
Actually I want your help.
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VI MLA
Tell nme dear, what help do you
want ?

AHALYA

Can we neet? | would like to

di scuss the matter with you. And I
al so need to give you back your
box.

VI MLA
My box?

Ahal ya holds a box which is gift wapped in her hand and
takes a look at it.

AHALYA
Probably its a gift.

VI MLA
A gift? Neber m nd, Ahalya | stay
in the sane conpl ex where your dad
wor ked. Prem um Apart nents.

AHAL YA
Should | cone there?

VI MLA
No, don’t cone in the apartnents.
Peopl e out here know you and ni ght
create a ruckus.

AHALYA
Then?

VI MLA
Let’s nmeet at the restaurant beside
our apartnents. It’s called Kimee.

AHAL YA
KimMee Restaurant it is then.

VI MLA
Tonorrow, at five then.

AHAL YA
Five is good.

VI MLA
See you.

Vima disconnects the phone. Ahalya thinks hard.
CUT TO
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SCENE 72

| NT. KI MLEE RESTAURANT- EVEN NG

Ahal ya takes out the box from her bag and hands it over to
Vima. Vima unwaps the box and sml es.

VI MLA
Typi cal Brahma. Your father is a
very acconodati ng man Ahal ya. Very
hel pful !

A bright smle appears on Ahalya' s face.

VI MLA
Tell me, how can | help you?

AHALYA
Do you think nmy father can comm t
such a henios crine.

VI MLA
O course not, someone is probably
framng him |’ve known Brahma for
many yars now. He can never do a
thing like this.

Ahal ya thinks for sonetinme and then speaks out.

AHAL YA
Do you know any officer...?

At the very precise nonent Ahalya notices Vishwamtal king to
a man just outside the restaurant. Ahalya is a bit

surprised. She notices that the nman Vi shwamis tal king has
striking physical simlarity with her father. Vima turns
around and | ooks at the direction Ahalya is |ooking.

VI MLA
VWat's the matter dear?

AHAL YA
VWho is that man?

Ahal ya points out the nman Vishwamis tal king to.
VI MLA
That’ s i nspector Gautam in fact he
l[ives in the sane apartnent. Bl oody
rascal

Ahalya is a bit surprised.
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AHALYA
| nspector Gautamlives in the sane
apart nent ?

VI MLA
In fact he is a neighbour to the
victim He stays on rent. At tines
| think why did nt this man got
caught ?

AHAL YA
| s there a problenf

VI MLA
He is not a good man dear.
woul dn’t have been surprised if he
was caught for the crinme. Once he
tried to force hinself on ne. He
gave ne a surprise visit to ny
apartnment when | was al one. |
sonehow managed to restrict himand
force himout of nmy flat. Pure
devil. Even his wife left him

Ahalya listens to Vima carefully and clicks Gautanis photo
with her nobile canera secretly.

CUr 10

SCENE 73

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya di scusses her finding with Indran. She shows himthe
pi ctures she has clicked.

AHALYA
What do you think?

| NDRAN
Yes, he | ooks pretty simlar. Like
a doppl eganger.

AHALYA
Moreover he is the victinms
nei ghbour and a police officer.

| ndran junps up with joy.
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| NDRAN
He fits the rapist’s description
perfectly.

AHAL YA
We need to track hi m down and
col | ect evidence | ndran.

| NDRAN
W will do it Ahalya.

| ndran hol ds Ahalya’ s hands firnly.

AHALYA
We shoul d keep a track of his
novenent .

| ndran nods his head to show his approval.

CUr 10

SCENE 74

EXT. WTNESS S HOUSE/ ROAD- DAY/ EVENI NG

Ahal ya and I ndran keep an eye on the prem um apartnents.
After sonetine they find Gautam com ng out of his apartnent
in his bike and goi ng sonmewhere. Ahal ya and | ndran

i mredi ately get a yellow cab and foll ows Gautam

AHAL YA
Where are you goi ng Gaut an

Gautam stops his bi ke near an old building and goes in.

| ndran and Ahal ya asks the cab to wait. They quicly cone out
of the cab and slowy approaches the building. They notice
Gautam tal king to Ganga, a W tness.

| NDRAN
Wiy is he talking to the w tness?

AHAL YA
|’ve no idea.

Gaut am hands over an envel ope to Ganga and | eaves. Ahal ya

and Indran slowy conmes out of the building behind Gautam
They get back to the cab and foll ows Gautam
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Gaut am st ops near another building and calls up soneone.
After sonetine the security guard who hel ped Devki in her
initial search for Anam ka, cones out of the buil ding.
Gautam tal ks to himand hands over an envel ope to him as
wel | .

Ahal ya and Indran | ook at each other. They | ook extrenely
suspi ci ous about Gautam

CUr 10O

SCENE 75

I NT. 1 NDRAN S HOUSE- NI GHT

| ndran and Ahal ya di scuss about Gautam and his actions.
I ndran scri bbl es sonme points on his notebook.

AHAL YA
The thing is, | didn't see him
drinki ng the whol e day.

| NDRAN
Hmm | don’t think he drinks when
he is on duty.

Ahal ya t hi nks about it.

AHALYA
Qui et possible. But the fact that
he is paying the witnesses a visit
brings a doubt in my mnd. And what
was in those envel opes.

I ndran stares at Ahal ya.

| NDRAN
Actually it can be anything. As an
of ficer he can investigate about
the case and talk to the w tness.
There is no harmin that.

Ahal ya bangs the desk in front of her.
AHALYA
W need solid evidence | ndran.

That’ s the only way we can save ny
f at her.
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| NDRAN
| think we should talk to your
father once again and ask himif he
can help us with sonmething. If
Gautamis trying to frame your
father, then there has to be a
reason. Maybe your father has
unknow ngly caused sonme harmto
hi m

Ahal ya rubs her forehead with her hand and drinks water from
the bottle kept on the desk.

AHALYA
Lets neet ny father tonorrow.

CUr 10O

SCENE 76

I NT. PRI SONER S MEETI NG ROOM-  AFTERNCON

Brahmanandha sits in front of Ahalya and tal ks to her.

BRAHMVANANDHA
| nspector Gautanf? Yes | do know him
but that’s all. I don’t know him
personal | y.

AHALYA
Do you think he can commt the
crine.

Br ahmanadha t hi nks.
BRAHVANANDA

| " mnot sure, but his wife left the
house few npont hs back

AHALYA
Wy ?

BRAHMANANDHA
They used to fight a | ot.Gutam had
multiple relationships outside his
marriage | guess.

Ahalya is a bit surprised.
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AHALYA
How do you know t hat ?

BRAHVANANDHA
The entire conpl ex knows about it
Ahal ya. W could hear the fights
and the argunents sitting at our
spot s.

AHAL YA
You never hel ped the wonman?

BRAHVANANDA
| tried, | told Vima to look into
the matter, but Gautamis such an
arsehol e. ..

Ahal ya | ooks determ ned and at peace.

CUrT 1O

SCENE 77

| NT. POLI CE STATI ON- AFTERNOON

Vima secretly goes through the file containing the officers
details. She |looks for Gautamis details and finally manages
to get his file. She clicks a few photographs of Gautanis
details and then whatsapp it to Ahalya. She then dials

Ahal ya’ s nunber. She waits for a response.

VI MLA
Check your whatsapp, |’ve sent you
the details. Make sure ny nane
doesn’t conme in all this Ahalya. |
woul d be in a big trouble.

Vimla disconnects the call and keeps it back in her pocket.

CUT 10O

SCENE 78

| NT. GAUTAM S WFE S HOUSE- LATER

A worman in her early 30s cut vegetables. At that precise
monment the doorbell rings. The woman gets up from her place
and opens the door to her flat. She finds Ahal ya standi ng
out si de.
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AHALYA
Ms. Sikha.

THE WOVAN
Yes.

AHALYA
| * m Brahmanandha’ s daughter. My I
come in?

SHI KHA
Pl ease cone in Ahal ya.

There is a smle on Shikha' s face.

SHI KHA
It I's good to finally see you. |’ve
heard a | ot about you from your
f at her.

AHAL YA

| need a small favor fromyou Ms.
Shi kha. 1t’s about your husband,
Gaut am

Shi kha' s face turns red.

SHI KHA
| really don't want to tal k about
hi m Ahal ya. Marrying himis the
bi ggest m stake of ny life.

AHALYA
Don't mind nme asking, but do you
t hi nk that he can rape a child?

SHI KHA
That bastard can do anything. He is
a conpl ete drunkard at home. He
abused ne every day Ahalya. He used
to verbally abuse ne and beat ne
up. | won’t be surprised if he is
arrested for the crine. | couldn’t
take it any nore you know. That
ni ght when he was conpletely drunk
and wasted, when | tried to stop
hi m he pushed ne and his own child
into the washroom and | ocked us
inside. W were in there the whole
ni ght. That very night | decided
that 1’mgonna end it. And | sinply
| eft the house with ny child the
next day. My parents hid nme for the

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 123.

SHI KHA (cont’ d)
next one nonth to keep ne safe from
Gaut am

Ahal ya listens to Shikha carefully. She | ooks determ ned.

CUr 10O

SCENE 79

I NT. 1 NDRAN S HOUSE- LATER

| ndran goes through sone articles on google. He | ooks for

| nspector Gautam He checks the details that Vim a has

provi ded Ahal ya. Suddenly while going through the articles,

| ndran notices an article on the all eged rape charges on
Gautam He notes that while Gautamwas in Madurai he tried
to rape a girl. The girl’s nanme is not nentioned. Gautam was
| eft because there was no solid proof against him Indran
qui ckly takes out his nobile and dials Ahalya s nunber.

| NDRAN
Hel | o! Ahalya, you would |ove to
hear what | found out.

CUr 10O

SCENE 80

I NT./ EXT. BUS TERM NUS/ | NSI DE THE BUS- MORNI NG

| ndran and Ahalya sits inside a bus. They talk to each
ot her.

AHALYA
| just hope this works.

| NDRAN
This will work Ahalya. W just need
to believe in oursel ves.

AHALYA
What if the girl disagrees.

| NDRAN
W will continue searching for
clues Ahalya. That’'s all we have to

do.

Ahal ya smles at Indran. The bus drives away.
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CUr 10O
SCENE 81

| NT. MADURAI POLI CE STATI ON- AFTERNOON

Ahalya and Indran sits in front of the officer-in-charge.
The fan above noves really slow and the officer sweats
heavily. He w pes his forehead.

OFFI CER
What do you want ?

| NDRAN
Fi ve years ago, a conplaint was
filed agai nst Sub inspector Gautam
A young girl in her early 20s
mentioned himin her FIR

The officer stares at | ndran.

OFFI CER
So?

AHAL YA
So officer, the problemis we need
a copy of that FIR Do you get
t hat ?

OFFI CER
M. Lawyer, just tell me if this i
a legal way of getting your things
done.

S

Ahal ya and Indran stare at the officer for sonetine.

OFFI CER
You guys know that we work on
barter systemright.

I ndran and Ahal ya | ook at each ot her.

AHALYA
What do you want ?

OFFI CER
2000 for the copy.

The officer smles at the two.



125.

SCENE 82

EXT. /INT. OUTSI DE SAPNA' S HOUSE/ | SI DE SAPNA' S HOUSE- LATER

Ahal ya and Indran walks in to an old apartnment. They take
the stairs and reach the third floor. They press the calling
bell. A m ddl e aged woman opens the door. Ahalya has a copy
of the FIR in her hand.

THE WOVAN
May | hel p you?

| NDRAN
Can we neet Sapna. It’s inportant.

Agirl in her md 20s conme out fromthe roominside at that
preci se noment .

YOUNG G RL
Who is it nother?

THE WOVAN
These people want to neet you.

The worman allows the two to cone in. Ahalya and Indran sit
on a sofa and the young girl sits beside them

YOUNG G RL
Wiy do you want to neet ne?

AHAL YA
You are Sapna right?

SAPNA
Yes.

Ahal ya takes out the copy of the FIR and hands it over to
Sapna. Sapna hold the paper in her hand. Her face turns
pal e. She starts crying.

Ahal ya hol ds her hand.
AHALYA
A 7 year old girl was raped in
Chennai . And probably the sane
culprit is involved. | need your
hel p Sapna.

Sapna | ooks at Ahal ya.
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SAPNA
What do you want ?
AHALYA
The truth will suffice dear.

Sapna | owers her head down and starts speaking.

SAPNA
| worked as a maid in the police
guarters. Gautam Sir was new and
needed a mai d desperately. |
accepted the job and started
working at his place. Hs is the
| ast house | visit to. That day
whil e working at Sanjay sir’s house
| injured nyself. It was a snal
cut, | decided to come to Gautam
sir and ask for nedicene as there
was no one at Sanjay sir’s house
and | had to give the key to Gautam
sir. After comng to Gautamsir’s
house | told himabout nmy injury
and asked for a nedicene. He said
he woul d apply the nedi cene
hinmsel f, | accepted the offer not
knowi ng the intention ma’ am He
suddenly forced hinmself on ne
and. . .

Sapna sobs agai n.

SAPNA
| imrediately filed an FIR But
that very evening he cane to ny
house and threatened ne to take
back the FIR He brought arond
fifty thousand cash with him and
asked nme to keep nmy nouth shut. My
father was really sick, so | took
it.

Sapna breaks down.

AHALYA
Sapna | know you are a very strong
girl. WIIl you help ne. | need your
hel p.

SAPNA
Hel p?
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AHALYA
You will have to cone to Chennai
and tell the whole thing in front
of court.

SAPNA
But .

AHALYA
W are there with you. Renenber if
you don’t speak up today then the
nunber of his victinse will increase
i ke the seven year old girl. Think
about all those needy girls |ike
you who are taken advantage of.

Sapna | ooks at her nother. The tear in the corner of Sapna’ s
nother’s eye glitters.

CUr 10

SCENE 83

EXT. BUS TERM NUS- LATER

Ahal ya and I ndran buys ticket froma counter and wal ks
t owar ds the bus.

| NDRAN
Ahal ya, now we have a solid proof.
At | east we can fight our cause.

Ahal ya sm | es.

AHAL YA
This seens surreal. W really need
to back up Sapna. Watever it
t akes.

I ndran nods his head to give his approval. At the precise
nmonment Ahalya gets a call fromthe hospital where

Br ahmanandha’ s nedi cal exam mati on was done. Ahal ya recieves
the call.

AHALYA
Hell o, yes. Ok sure I'l|l be there.
It will take nme sone tine. |’'m at

Madurai . Yes. Thank you.

Ahal ya di sconnects the call.
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| NDRAN
VWho was it?

AHAL YA
It was fromthe hospital. They want
to give nme Dad’ s reports.

| NDRAN
Yes, we would need that as well. W
can argue that your father is not
physically fit and we can fight for
hi s bai l

Ahal ya smles at [|ndran.

AHALYA
You never give up, huh?

| ndran sm | es too.

| NDRAN
Never .

CUT TO

SCENE 84

| NT. HOSPI TAL- NI GHT

Ahal ya wal ks up to the reception and talks to the
receptionist.

AHALYA
|”mhere for M. Brahnanandha’s
report.

THE RECEPTI ONI ST
Ma’ am you are?

Ahalya frowns a bit in surprise.

AHALYA
" m his daughter.

THE RECEPTI ONI ST
Ok, ma’amthe doctor wants to neet
you. He wants to discuss sonething
i nportant about your father.

The receptionist cones out of the reception and | eads her to
the doctor’s room She knocks on the door before entering.
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THE RECPTI ONI ST
Sir, Brahmanandha’s daughter is
her e.

The doctor stares at Ahalya.

DOCTOR
Pl ease conme in mss. Have a seat.

Ahal ya slowy cones in. The receptionist | eaves. The doctor
takes out a file fromhis drawer.

DOCTOR
Mg’ am your nane is?
AHALYA
Ahal yal!
DOCTOR

Ms. Ahalya, your father’s report is
not positive. H's heart’s condition
i s not good.

Ahal ya | owers her head down, a drop of tear rolls down her
cheek.

DOCTOR
| f he continues the way he is, then
|"msorry he will not survive. And

you need to restrict his drinking
habit. It’s really dangerous for
hi s heal t h.

Ahal ya gets a shock of his life.

AHALYA
Dri nki ng habit?

The doctor is amazed.

DOCTOR

Don’t tell nme you don’t know about
it?

Ahal ya | ooks dunbstruck. The doctor |eaves a deep sigh of
br eat h.

DOCTOR
The reason his health is
detoriating is his habit of
drinking |iquor.
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Ahal ya takes the report in her hand and stornms out of the
chanmber. She |ooks at a | oss and cl uel ess. She sits down on
a bench and thinks hard for sonetine.

CUT TO

SCENE 85

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- MORNI NG

The al ar m wakes Ahal ya up. She | ooks stressed out and tired.
She gets up fromher bed and gets ready. She | eaves the
house.

CUT TO

SCENE 86

EXT. PREM UM COWPLEX- DAY

Ahal ya wal ks in through the main gate of the conplex. She is
ina formal attire, she wears a sunglass. The guard
appr oaches her.

GUARD
May | hel p you?

Ahal ya stares at himfor sonetine.

AHALYA
Yes you can, do you know
Br ahmanandha.

The guard nods his head.

AHAL YA
How nmany of you are here right now?

GUARD
Around three of us.

AHALYA
Any of you were present on duty
when the incident happened.

GUARD
Ma’ am sorry to ask you, are you
tal king of the rape incident?

Ahal ya shakes her head to say yes.
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The guard

The guard

131.

AHALYA
Yes |’ mtal ki ng about that.

GUARD
| was there ma’ am

AHALYA
Kk, look I"'mfromthe investigation
teamand | want you to tell ne the
truth. If you don't then the

consequences W Il not only cost
youyour job but it will land you up
injail.

gets a bit tensed.

GUARD
Ma’ am you are from

AHAL YA
I’mfrom CBI, you noron. Now tell
me, does Brahmanandha drinks?

is hesitant.

AHALYA
Dont keep quiet, what was your
nane.

GUARD
Gauri Sankar.

AHALYA
Gauri, if you want to stay away
fromjail then just answer ny
guesti on.

GAURI

He does, he always had a small
bottle of liquor in his bag. He
used to drink during his break and
whi |l e returning hone.

AHALYA
Where were you on the day of the
i nci dent ?

GAURI
| was here doing ny duty | pron se.
Brahma gave ne the responsibility
t o announce the roster for the week
and | did that. He went on his
break at 12.50 and cane back around
1. 30pm
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Ahal ya | eaves a deep breath.

AHALYA
Anyt hi ng el se you want to add.

GAURI
Not hi ng nore.

Ahal ya | ooks at Gauri .

AHAL YA
Do you think he can rape a child?

Gauri’s head goes | ower.

AHAL YA
What happened?

GAUR
Ma’ am honestly | won't be
surprised. Actually we have a snal
group, whatsapp group, where we
share porns. And Brahmanandha is
t he nost active nenber of that
group. Sharing porns is not the
matter but the type of | anguages he
use or even during duty hours. The
way he | ooks at wonen. | doubt that
he has not done it.

Ahal ya is shocked and taken aback.

AHALYA
Show e t he group.

Gauri takes out his nobile ad shows himthe goup. Ahalya
takes a snapshot and nessages it to her nobile. She then
hands over the nobile to Gauri and stornms out of the
conpl ex.

CUT TO
SCENE 87

I NT. AHALYA' S HOUSE- NI GHT

Ahalya lies on her bed, the lights are off. She thinks about
her father. At that precise nonment a knock on the door grabs
her attention. She gets up from her bed and opens her roonis
door. She finds Akshara sobbing in front of the gate.
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AHAL YA
What happened dear?

AKSHARA
It’s already 8 and no one has
wi shed ne yet.

Ahal ya remenbers that it is her birthday. She quickly lifts
her in her arns.

AHAL YA
Happy birthday to you, Happy
birthday to you. Happy birthday
dear Akshara, happy birthday to
you. .

Akshara starts giggling.

AKSHARA
Thank you, thank you... D di can
get a cake.

Ahal ya | ooks at the tinme. It's 12.30am

AHALYA
O course you can dear.

She takes Akshara inside her roomand switches on the |ight.
She taKes out her nobile an orders on sw ggy.

AHALYA
The cake is on the way dear.

Hal f an hour has gone by. Akshara fidgets with

Br ahmanandha’ s nobil e and wat ches vi deo of her birthday
party the previos year. Ahalya notices the tinme and calls up
the delivery boy.

AHAL YA
| ordered a cake, how far is it?
, ok.

Ahal ya suddenly notices the video Akshara is watching on the
nobi | e. She di sconnects the call and approaches Akshara, she
t akes the nobile from her hand.

AKSHARA

Last year we had fun. 1'’mso sorry
that you were not there.
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Ahal ya wat ches the video, she finds Gautam and Brahmanandha
huggi ng each other in the party. The way they interact with
each other nmakes it pretty clear that Brahmanandha and
Gautam are close friends. A drop of tear rolls down

Ahal ya’ s cheek.

AKSHARA
Are you Ck di?

CUr 10O

SCENE 88

EXT. /I NT. COURT- DAY

Ahal ya stands in front of the court. Indran conmes and stands
besi de Ahal ya.

| NDRAN
Are you sure about it?

Ahal ya nods her head to say yes.
AHALYA
es, I'm.. Indran |’ve sonme work.
I”11 meet you in the evening.

| NDRAN
.

Ahal ya wal ks away fromthe court and takes an auto.

CUT TO

SCENE 89

I NT. PRI SONER' S MEETI NG ROOM  AFTERNOON

Ahal ya wal ks through a coridoor filled with police officers.
A constable | eads her to the neeting room

CONSTABLE
VWait here, we will get him

Ahal ya nods her head. The constable | eaves the room Ahalya
stares at the door for sonetinme. She takes out her file and
flips the pages. The door opens and Brahmanandha wal ks i n.
He has a bright smle on his face.
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BRAHVANANDHA
G ve ne some good news.

Ahal ya stares at Brahmanandha.

AHAL YA
Have a seat.

Br ahmamandha sits down in front of Ahalya.

AHAL YA
How are you doi ng?

Br ahmanandha sm | es.

BRAHVANANDHA
Better, way better. |I’mgetting
better quality food.

AHALYA
And what about I|iquor?

Br ahmanandha i s shocked.

BRAHMANANMDHA
Li quor? What |iquor?

Ahal ya sm | es at Brahmaandha and t hen takes Brahnmanandha’s
medi cal report out from her bag and keeps it on the desk.
Brahmanandha gets shocked.

AHALYA
Your nedical report says that your
heart has two bl ocked arteries for
your drinking habit.

Brahmanandha | ooks at Ahal ya. He cones closer to Ahal ya.

BRAHVANANDHA
| had very less. Your nom never
liked it so..

AHALYA

So you had it during your duties.

Brahmanandha | ooks a bit off. He is clueless by the sudden
charge of questions.

AHAL YA
What happened t hat afternoon.
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BRAHMVANANVDHA
Not hi ng happened. | was at ny
al l ocation doing ny job...

Bef or e Brahmanandha conpl et es.

AHALYA
Vel |, your coll eague had sonet hing
el se to say.

BRAHVANANDHA
Col | eague?

AHALYA

As per your colleague, or rather
Col | eagues, you were on your break
that afternoon. And it was during
that time 12.30 to 13.30pm You
were not there. You didn’t do your
j ob of announcing the roster. What
was nore inportant than doi ng your
j ob dad?

Br ahmanandha stands up fromhis seat.

BRAHVANANDHA
Enough, I'mlistening to you for a
long tine. Didn't | tell you that I
di dn’t do anyt hi ng.

Ahal ya sni | es.

AHALYA
You al nost got ne there as well.
Very carefully you inplanted the
idea of a |look alike angle. You
used Gautam and planted his traits
in my head.

Br ahmanadha is silent. He lowers his head down and conti nues
I i stening.

AHALYA
Gautamis your friend right? You
used Vima's box to ignite Gautam s
topi c.

BRAHVANANDHA
Stop it!

AHALYA

Di d, you use your, daughter as wel |l
for lust?
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A drop of
pl ace.
SCENE 89

BRAHVANANDHA
Ahal ya, |’ m gonna slap the hel

137.

out
of you. Get nme out of here bitch.

tear rolls down her eyes. Ahalya gets up,from her

| NT. COURT- LATER

| ndran wal
hi s hand.

SCENE 90

ks through the court’s coridoor.
He checks his tinme.

I NT. PRI SONER' S MEETI NG ROOM  AFTERNOON

Ahal ya turns at Brahmanandha.

Ahal ya takes out her

AHALYA
You were close to Gautam and you
knew about his past. Isn't it?

BRAHVANANDHA

What the hell do you want?
AHALYA

Accept the truth and yor crine.
BRAHVANANDHA

Thi nk about your not her.
AHALYA

She will survive w thout you dad.

|"’mthere to do that. But we
decline to lead a life of a
rapist’s famly.

CUT TO

He has a file in

CUT TO

nmobi e and shows Brahnanandha t he

snapshot of the whatsapp group. She then gets up from her

pl ace.
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AHAL YA
Way did you do this?

Ahal ya turns around and wal ks out of the room
BRAHVANANMDHA
Conme back here you bitch. Don’t
| eave ne here. Ahalya.
Brahmanandha’ s voi ce echos in the darkness.

CUr 10

SCENE 91

| NT. JUDGE' S ROOM AFTERNOON
I ndran enters the room The judge is checking a few files.

JUDGE
Tell nme M. | ndan.

I mdran forwards a file to the judge. The jydge takes the
file and ens it. It’s an application of wthdraw ng the
case.

| ndran takes out one nore file and hands it over to judge.

JUDGE
And this about?

There is a determ nation omlIndran’s face.

| NDRAN
W want to file a case against
| nspect or Gautam for raping Ms.
Sapna.

FADE OUT



