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SCENE 1

EXT. OUTSIDE COURT- DAY

The angry mob outside the court house shout their lungs out.

They look extremely angry and miffed. They shout out

slogans.

ANGRY MOB

We want capital punishment for the

rapist.

ANGRY MOB

Die rapists die, Die rapists die.

Amidst the crowd stands a woman in her early 30s, she looks

upset and lost. A drop of tear rolls down her cheek. She

looks at the angry mob shouting out the slogans. She slowly

wipes her tears and looks at the Exit gate of the court

house.

A bunch of journalists stand near the court. The woman

notices the journalists covering and recording a byte.

JOURNALIST

On Wednesday morning Chennai woke

up to the sad and disturbing news

of a minor being raped. Today we

stand outside the court were the

accused men has been present and

would be tried with the available

proofs. It is an extremely sad

event.

The woman focuses back at the exit gate of the court house.

After about ten minutes she notices the police dragging out

the accused people out of the court. The woman tries to go

near the accused men after she notices them being carried

out. The woman pierces through the crowd to reach them.

One of the accused men who is being dragged with the others,

stands at one point and looks around at the angry mob. He

wears a security uniform and is handcuffed. He breaks down

in to tears when he hears the slogans by the angry mob.

The angry mob suddenly starts throwing slippers and rotten

vegetables at the accused. The police quickly drags the

accused people, forward. The woman finally reaches the path

which the police is using to accompany the accused. She

looks for someone and notices the guy in security uniform

being dragged by a constable. She lifts her hand and calls

him.

(CONTINUED)
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THE WOMAN

Appa.

The man in security uniform turns and notices the woman

which changes his expression for a bit. He looks happy for

the moment.

THE ACCUSED SECURITY

Ahalya.

The old guy extends his arms and reach out to her. For a

brief moment they touch hands with each other. The old man

is then dragged again by the constable against his will. The

man cries and again shouts out.

THE ACCUSED SECURITY

I’m innocent. I’ve done nothing.

Ahalya looks at the man helplessly and then she turns around

at the angry mob. The slogans and the cuss words hurt her to

the core. She stands at her place helplessly looking at the

old security guy being dragged to the police van.

At that precise moment a group of lawyers standing near the

police barricade, near the police van, attack the accused

men. The police in charge tries to control the situation but

after seeing the angry mob joining the lawyers he quickly

gestures at his team for back up. With in no time the back

up appears and clears the angry lawyers, and push the

accused men in to the van. They clear the mob and leave the

place immediately.

Ahalya witnesses the whole incident and breaks down into

tears. She slowly walks out of the area.

CUT TO

SCENE 2

EXT. BUS STOP/IN THE BUS- LATER

Ahalya looks extremely sad and depressed. She checks her

watch and stands at the bus stop waiting for the bus. She

takes a bus back home. She takes a seat and looks outside

the window blankly. The tears in her eyes are prominent and

continuous. She wipes her tears continuously with her

handkerchief. She takes out her mobile and checks for unread

messages and missed calls when she over-hears two

co-passengers taking about the raped minor, just behind her.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

FEMALE CO-PASSENGER

They can’t be considered humans?

FEMALE CO-PASSENGER 2

What is her age?

FEMALE CO-PASSENGER

She is just seven. Moreover, she is

deaf and dumb.

FEMALE CO-PASSENGER 2

Goodness oh lord, they should be

hanged immediately. There should be

no trial, hearing or judgment you

know.

FEMALE CO-PASSENGER

These people are uneducated and

pervert. That’s all what they are.

It’s sad that in our country we as

women are still not safe.

FEMALE CO-PASSENGER2

If I would have been the judge,

then I would have definitely asked

to remove the genitals of the

accused.

FEMALE CO PASSENGER

Bloody son of a devil.

Ahalya is unable to take any more and gets up from her seat.

She walks down to the conductor.

AHALYA

Please stop the bus, I want to step

down.

The conductor a bit surprised.

CONDUCTOR

Madame, your stoppage is yet to

come.

AHALYA

I want to step down here.

The conductor notices the woman crying and stops the bus.

Ahalya gets off the bus and starts walking. Her head is down

and tears flow from her eyes continuously. While walking she

thinks of the accused security guy.

CUT TO
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SCENE 3

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY (PAST)

The old guy irons his security uniform meticulously. He

irons the uniform very carefully. He wears the uniform

standing in front of the mirror of the Almira. He then puts

his accessories inside his pocket. His accessories include a

scribbling pad, a pen, a napkin and a comb. He wears his

name badge properly. The name badge reads ’Brahmanandha’.

The old man looks satisfied with his appearance and then

sets out of the room.

An old lady comes out of the kitchen at the precise moment.

BRAHMANANDHA’S WIFE

Don’t forget to take your lunch box

and take your medicine after having

your lunch.

BRAHMANANDHA

Don’t worry I’ll. I’ll see you in

the evening love.

The two smile at each other. Brahmanandha sets out of the

house and finds Ahalya coming in.

BRAHMANANDHA

You are back from school early

today?

AHALYA

The examinations are starting from

Monday, so the authorities decided

to leave the students early. Give

them a leave to study on their own.

BRAHMANANDHA

But you are not a student right.

Ahalya laughs at the statement, Brahmanandha joins her.

AHALYA

Appa, if the students are not

there, what will the teachers do?

So we came back.

BRAHMANANDHA

Lucky girl. I envy you.

(CONTINUED)
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AHALYA

Oh please!

Ahalya enters her room.

CUT TO

SCENE 4

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT (PRESENT)

Ahalya stands at the entry of her house. She looks sad and

frail. A drop of tear rolls down her cheek. The house is

dark because the lights are not on. Ahalya enters inside and

switch on the lights one by one. She finds her mother

sleeping on the sofa in front of the T.V. She holds a small

picture of God Balaji. Ahalya notices it and then locks the

main door.

She moves in to her room and changes. She lies down on the

bed with her eyes wide open. She looks at the moving fan

above her head and trances out.

CUT TO

SCENE 5

EXT. BUS STOP- DAY (PAST)

Brahmanandha walks on the road. He checks the time on his

wrist watch and increases his speed. He reaches the bus stop

and leaves a sigh of relief. He checks his wallet and keeps

it back then he checks for something else in his bag. He

doesn’t find what he is looking for. He goes through his bag

thoroughly. Brahmanandha doesn’t find it. His face turns

pale, he starts sweating. A bus stops at the bus stop, he

checks the time on his wrist watch again. He looks a bit

tensed. He turns around and starts walking towards his home

when he sees Ahalya approaching him. She has a bright smile

on her face. She comes and stops in front of Brahmanandha.

BRAHMANANDHA

What are you doing here Ahalya? I

was on my way back home.

AHALYA

Back home? But why Appa?

(CONTINUED)
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BRAHMANANDHA

I forgot my...

Before Brahmanandha could finish Ahalya reveals her father’s

identity card which is in her hand.

AHALYA

Identity card?

Brahanandha has a bright smile on his face. Ahalya hands

over the identity card to Brahmanandha.

BRAHMANANDHA

You spoiled little brat! Where did

you get this?

AHALYA

It was on the table Appa.

Brahmanandha smiles and then kisses the ID card.

AHALYA

You really love your job! Isn’t it?

BRAHMANANDHA

It has given me everything I’ve

today dear. God bless you.

Brahmanandha notices a bus coming.

BRAHMANANDHA

My bus is here, I need to go kid.

Ahalya smiles.

AHALYA

See you in the evening dad.

Brahmanandha smiles and gets on to the bus. Ahalya looks at

the bus which drives away slowly.

CUT TO

SCENE 6

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT (PRESENT)

Ahalya sits on her bed and stares outside the window in her

room. She sees a street dog feeding her puppies. She smiles

at the sight and then a drop of tear rolls down her eyes.

She lies down on her bed and switches off the table lamp.
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CUT TO

SCENE 7

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY

The ’thud’ sound on the door wakes up Ahalya. She rubs her

eyes and then sits up slowly. The sound on the door

continues.

AHALYA’S MOTHER

Ahalya, we need to talk. Open up

dear.

Ahalya’s mother continues banging on the door. Ahalya

quickly gets up and opens the door. Her mother stands

outside her room. She looks messed up.

Ahalya and her mother sits on the bed in Brahmanandha’s

bedroom and talk to each other. A bit of cash and jewelery

is kept on the bed beside them.

AHALYA’S MOTHER

I’ve got some cash, and you can

sell off this jewelery. We need the

money to get your father out. Do

you understand that.

Ahalya looks shocked. She looks at the jewelery and then

looks back at her mother.

AHALYA

Aren’t these your wedding

jeweleries?

A drop of tear rolls down her cheek. She weeps and then

takes Ahalya’s hands in her hands.

AHALYA’S MOTHER

Nothing is more important than your

father Ahalya.These jewelries are

nothing without him. We need to get

him out of this mess Ahalya. We

can’t waste time. These jeweleries

stand nowhere in front of your

father.

AKSHARA

I’m not important to you mum?

(CONTINUED)
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Both Ahalya and her mother turn towards the door of the

room. Akshara, a 7 year old girl stands there in her

uniform. Ahalya smiles at her.

AHALYA

Of course dear you are!

Ahalya looks at her mother. She holds her hand firmly.

AHALYA

We will get him out together mom.

I’ll get the money. Keep the

jeweleries back. It was a gift form

grandfather. Think about him.

CUT TO

SCENE 8

EXT. AKSHARA’S SCHOOL-LATER

Ahalya drops Akshara at her school and bids her goodbye when

Akshara grabs her hand.

AKSHARA

Do you think dad is going to be

back with us soon?

Ahalya smiles at Akshara.

AHALYA

I promise you, he will be with us

soon.

Akshara nods her head and the puts her head low. She turns

around and starts walking towards the school. She then stops

suddenly and looks back at Ahalya.

AKSHARA

You are sure he is not going to

disappear like bhaiya.

AHALYA

Of course not sweetie, he is gonna

be back. Why do you feel so

darling?

AKSHARA

You always told me that bhaiya

would be back... But he never did.

I just hope baba comes back.

(CONTINUED)
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Ahalya looks depressed, she is unable to give her any

answer. She stands still at her place.

CUT TO

SCENE 9

INT. BANK- LATER

Ahalya stands in a queue. An old man struggles to fill up a

form. Ahalya helps him while standing in the queue.

Ahalya is now at the counter and talking to the teller.

AHALYA

Why can’t I’ve 25 thousand?

TELLER

Ma’am your minimum balance

requirement is one thousand. You

can’t withdraw more than 23

thousand.

AHALYA

Look I really need this, can you

make an exception?

The teller smiles at Ahalya.

TELLER

23 thousand is all I can give you

ma’am.

Ahalya loses it for a moment. She bangs the table side in

front of her.

AHALYA

That’s my fucking money and I want

it you moron. You guys are nothing

but blood sucking vampires. You all

will burn in hell.

The teller calls Ahalya. Ahalya is standing at her place

thinking about it.

TELLER

Are you Ok?

Ahalya rubs her forehead. She looks at the teller.

(CONTINUED)
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TELLER

You need to give a new cheque

ma’am. And 23 thousand it is.

Ahalya nods her head.

She counts the money and keeps it in her bag. She takes a

bus.

CUT TO

SCENE 10

INT. CAFE- LATER

Ahalya sits with a man of her age at a table. The two talk

to each other.

AHALYA

I need your help Srikant. You are

his junior.

The young man shakes his forehead and wipes his face with

his napkin.

SRIKANT

I’m not sure if I can help you

Ahalya. Your father’s case is...

Ahalya stops him.

AHALYA

My father is not a rapist Srikant.

He lives his job. He was all about

protecting people. He can never do

it.

SRIKANT

The victim’s statement is all what

they need. Once the victim is out

of trauma, she will identify them.

Don’t you get it. You have to live

with it.

Ahalya gets up.

AHALYA

He is innocent Srikant, and my

heart tells me that. I need your

help and you only have to fix a

meeting with your senior....

(CONTINUED)
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Srikant stops her this time.

SRIKANT

You are not getting me Ahalya, the

BAR doesn’t want any lawyer to take

up your father’s case or any of the

accused.

AHALYA

All I want is to meet Mr. Purohit.

That would suffice.

Srikant looks at Ahalya and notices a rage in her eyes. He

nods his head to say yes.

CUT TO

SCENE 11

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT (PAST)

The clock ticks at 00.30am. Brahmanandha checks the time and

moves outside the house and sits on the floor in the

entrance. Ahalya, her mother and Akshara sit in the dining

hall. They all look distraught.

AKSHARA

Where is bhaiya?

Ahalya’s mother holds her tight. Don’t worry he will back

soon. Ahalya holds her mother’s hand. A car’s sound grabs

the family’s attention.

A car stops in front of Brahmanandha’s house. Vasisht,

Brahmanandha’s son steps out of the car. He is drunk. His

friend who is in the driver’s seat is also drunk.

Brahmanandha approaches them.

BRAHMANANDHA

What is the matter with you son,

why are you so late.

Vasisht speaks up in mumbled voice.

VASISHT

Sorry baba??

Brahmanandha notices that he is drunk.

(CONTINUED)
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BRAHMANANDHA

Are you drunk.

Vasisht smiles at Brahmanandha.

VASISHT

A bit. Just a sip.

Vasisht’s friend laughs.

VASISHT’S FRIEND

Pour me a glass of drink you

drunkard.

VASISHT

Get out of here you bastard.

The two laugh.

BRAHMANANDHA

Vasisht you go inside right now.

VASISHT

Chilly dad... just chilly..

VASISHT’S FRIEND

Chill you idiot.

VASISHT

I’m drunk.

BRAHMANANDHA

Enough. I need to meet your father

young man, does he know about this.

Vasisht’s friend immediately turns the car and rushes away.

Vasisht starts puking and falls on the floor. Brahmanandha

picks him up and takes him inside.

Vasisht’s mother is shocked to see her son like that. She

rushes to him.

AHALYA’S MOTHER

What’s wrong with him?

BRAHMANANHA

He is drunk.

Brahmanandha and His wife takes Vasisht inside his room. He

is still puking.

Akshara looks at her sister and asks her a question.

(CONTINUED)
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AKSHARA

What’s wrong with him.

AHALYA

He is possessed by a gin.

Akshara looks curious.

CUT TO

SCENE 12

INT. O.PUROHIT’S OFFICE- AFTERNOON

Ahalya waits at the reception with some other people. The

receptionist attends the call and talks to a probable

client.

RECEPTIONIST

What is it about? OK,ok, fine.

Property? What’s the worth of your

property? Ok.

While talking the receptionist notes down few pointers on

her scratch pad.

RECEPTIONIST

If you want him to fight your case

then you have to tell me everything

Sir. What’s the worth of your

property?

She holds the phone and listens to the caller patiently. She

then tears of the page she was writing on throws it in the

dustbin.

RECEPTIONIST

I’ll tell Sir about the case and

I’ll fix a date. Thank you Mr.

Iyer.

The receptionist slams the phone down. Ahalya notices the

action, she is a bit annoyed and turns her face towards her

watch. She checks the time on her watch. At that precise

moment a man exits from Mr. Purohit’s chamber. The

receptionist looks at Ahalya and gestures her to go in.

Ahalya gets up from her place and moves into the chamber.

She is holding a few files in her hand.

She enters the chamber.

(CONTINUED)
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PUROHIT

Please have a seat.

Ahalya sits down on the chair opposite to Mr. Purohit.

PUROHIT

Ms. Ahalya, tell me how can I help

you?

Ahalya hands over the file in her hand to Mr. Purohit and

starts talking.

AHALYA

Sir, this is about my father, Mr.

Brahmanandha.

PUROHIT

Wait, wait, wait. You are his

daughter.

Ahalya sits at her place expressionless for sometime. Then

she gulps in the saliva in her mouth and starts speaking.

AHALYA

Yes sir, he is my father.

Purohit looks at Ahalya’s face for sometime.

PUROHIT

Miss, I’m really sorry but I really

can’t take your case. You can find

someone else.

AHALYA

My father is not a rapist sir. He

is being framed.

Purohit starts laughing. Ahalya looks surprised.

AHALYA

Did I say something funny?

PUROHIT

Of course you did. Why will someone

frame your father as a rapist? That

too a seven year old girl.

Purohit stops laughing and drinks water from the glass kept

on his table.

PUROHIT

Ms. Ahalya, I’ m really sorry but I

really can’t take your case.

(CONTINUED)
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AHALYA

But why? I’ll pay you. I’ve the

money.

Purohit smiles.

PUROHIT

I don’t need the money kid.

AHALYA

Sir you are a renowned lawyer. You

have a hundred percent track

record. My father needs you. He

loved his job sir, he can’t do

anything heinous like this. I’ve

known him since childhood sir.

PUROHIT

Ahalya, in cases like murders and

rapes the family members are the

last person to know whether the

accused is saying the truth or just

bluffing, and to be honest we

really can’t take a case on your

gut feeling.

Ahalya looks down.

PUROHIT

You know why I’ve a hundred percent

track record?

AHALYA

Why?

PUROHIT

Because I’ve always supported the

right cause. That’s what I do

Ahalya... I’m sorry I can’t take

your case.

A disappointed Ahalya gets up from her place and leaves the

chamber.

CUT TO

SCENE 13
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EXT./INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- EVENING

Ahalya walks up and stands in front of her house. She is

still holding the files. She looks at her house. The house

looks as creepy as a haunted house. She feels the silence.

She walks into the house to find Akshara doing her homework

at the dining table.

AKSHARA

Hi didi.

AHALYA

Hello love, how was your day.

Akshara continues doing her homework while talking to Ahalya

AKSHARA

It was just like another day. We

had a special class on self

defense.

AHALYA

That’s new.

AKSHARA

Nope, it was boring. I already know

what I’ve to do for self defense.

Ahalya smiles a bit.

AHALYA

What?

AKSHARA

I’ll join Karate once baba is out.

Don’t you think that would be

enough.

Ahalya smiles at Akshara and caresses her hair with her

hand. She gets into her room and switches on the T.V. A news

report on the latest rape case is being telecast.

REPORTER

On 26th of July, a minor was raped

by seven at the premium complex of

Chennai. Our safety, our children

safety is in question. We have a

special guest at the studio today.

The children welfare minister of

the state, Ms.Savita Raje. Ms. Raje

it is a serious concern, incidents

as heinous as rape is getting so

common in our state.

(CONTINUED)
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SAVITA

Roshan, It is about the mentality

of the people. And you have to be

really careful about whom to

believe. We are living in a modern

but that doesn’t make us less

human. I was really shocked to see

that one of the accused is a

security head in the same complex.

At that precise moment Ahalya’s mother enters the room and

switches off the T.V. She looks at Ahalya. Ahalya looks at

her mother. She notices that her mother is looking

depressed. She leaves the room and goes back to her room.

Ahalya’s mother lie down on her bed. A drop of tear rolls

down her cheek and wets the pillow underneath her head.

CUT TO

SCENE14

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE/KITCHEN- EVENING (PAST)

Ahalya’s mother pours oil into a kadai and heats it up. She

stirs the fish curry and tastes the gravy with a spoon. She

takes out the fish curry from the gas and puts it in a

container. At the precise moment Ahalya’s mother hears the

the ring tone of her mobile. She looks for her mobile. But

doesn’t get it.

AHALYA’S MOTHER

Where are you?

The mobile continues ringing. She realizes that she has kept

the mobile in the washroom. She gets her mobile and finds a

miss call. It is Atashi, her friend from locality. She

immediately calls her back. She looks a bit disgusted.

AHALYA’S MOTHER

Yes Aanamika tell me!

ATASHI

Arti, switch on the T.V right now.

AARTI

What? Why?

ATASHI

I can’t tell you that, just watch

the news.

(CONTINUED)
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Aarti quickly gets the remote of the T.V and goes to

Ahalya’s room, and switches it on.

REPORTER

We have just received the news that

seven people have been arrested a

minor’s rape case in the Premium

Complex of Chennai. The police has

arrested Lakkhan Singh, the

plumber, Hamim Iqbal, the paper

man,Surya Prakash, the pump

operator, Brahmanandha, the

security head...

After hearing her husbands name, everything starts buzzing

in Aarti’s ear. The remote falls off her hand. She starts

sweating. She is hit by an Asthma attack, she looks for her

inhaler. She struggles to her room and gets the inhaler from

her cupboard. She takes a shot from the inhaler.

Ahalya enters the house and calls out her mom, she walks in

to her mother’s room to find Aarti lying unconscious on the

ground. She immediately attends her.

AHALYA

Mom!!!

CUT TO

SCENE 15

INT. HOSPITAL- LATER

Ahalya holds Akshara’s hand and stands with the doctor. The

doctor talks to Ahalya.

DOCTOR

There is nothing to worry about. We

will get the tests done. Let her

rest here for few days.

Ahalya nods her head.

AHALYA

Yes doctor.

DOCTOR

Get these medicines from the

pharmacy below.

Doctor gives her the prescription. She looks at the

prescription and calls up someone.

(CONTINUED)
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AHALYA

Hello, yes ma’am this is Ahalya.

Yes, actually my mom is admitted to

the hospital. I won’t be able to

come to the school for few days.

yes.

Ahalya and Akshara take the elevator. Akshara looks scared.

Ahalya holds her hands tight.

AHALYA

She is going to be alright dear.

AKSHARA

I hope so.

CUT TO

SCENE 16

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE/KITCHEN- EVENING (PRESENT)

Aarti stands in front of the gas. She has put on the

pressure cooker on the gas. She looks outside the window

inattentively. Ahalya comes and stands behind her mother and

observes her closely. She looks outside the window

depressed. Ahalya walks past the kitchen and goes to her

room. She takes out her second hand laptop and does some

research on rape accused. The researches are not helpful.

She finds some stupid videos and articles. She closes her

laptop.

CUT TO

SCENE 17

INT. ROOF OF THE HOUSE- DAY (PAST)

A younger Brahmanandha opens the tool box and takes out the

screwdriver. A young Ahalya sits beside him. Brahmanandha

starts repairing an old radio.

AHALYA YOUNG

Can you fix this?

BRAHMANANDHA

I think so?

(CONTINUED)
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AHALYA YOUNG

Why do you have to fix this?

BRAHMANANDHA

Because your granny needs it dear.

This is her only source if

entertainment.

AHALYA YOUNG

I don’t like her. She is very rude.

She doesn’t love me.

Brahmanandha smiles at Ahalya.

BRAHMANANDHA

No no she loves you dear. She is

getting old, she needs rest right.

AHALYA YOUNG

I wish she die.

BRAHMANANDHA

Don’t say like that dear. We are a

family and we fight for each other

not with each other. Your granny is

sick and pale. She needs you.

CUT TO

SCENE 18

EXT./INT. POLICE STATION- DAY

Ahalya enters the police station her father has been kept

in. She looks for the officer-in-charge. Ahalya walks up to

a constable and talks to him.

AHALYA

Sir, where can I meet the

officer-in-charge.

CONSTABLE

What’s it about?

AHALYA

Brahmanandha, my father...

Before Ahalya could compete.

(CONTINUED)
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CONSTABLE

What’s about him ma’am.

A man sitting at the waiting desk overhears Ahalya and the

constable’s conversation. He slowly moves out of the station

and talks to someone over the phone.

THE MAN

The rapist’s daughter is here. I’m

hundred percent sure.

The constable leads Ahalya to the O.C.

O.C

What can I do for you ma’am?

CONSTABLE

She is Brahmanandha’s daughter.

AHALYA

I just wanted to meet him.

O.C

Well I’m afraid that’s not

possible.

AHALYA

I’ll not take much time.

O.C

This is not a hospital my friend.

And neither this is a park. Your

father is a criminal and he is

under our custody and he has no

such privileges like meeting his

family. Bloody rapist.

AHALYA

He is not a rapist.

O.C

You are wrong dear, now just leave.

We have a lot of things to do.

Ahalya gets up from her seat dejected and walks out of the

police station. She finds reporters standing just outside

the station. They start throwing questions at her.

REPORTER

Miss Ahalya, what do you have to

say about your father.

(CONTINUED)
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AHALYA

Nothing.

REPORTER1

Did they allow you to meet him.

AHALYA

No.

REPORTER 2

Is your father a rapist.

AHALYA

No, and no more questions please.

Ahalya runs to taxi nearby and gets in. The taxi leaves

immediately. Ahalya cries for sometime.

CUT TO

SCENE 19

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY (DREAM)

Brahmanandha sits on a chair in the dining hall. Ahalya

comes and sits beside him.

AHALYA

What’s there in your job that you

can’t take a leave huh?

BRAHMANANDHA

Come on I told you. I’m really

sorry I can’t join.

Ahalya shakes her head to show her disappointment.

BRAHMANANDHA

What’s that shake all about?

AHALYA

You know it.

BRAHMANANDHA

Enlighten me.

AHALYA

I told you about Akshara’s

parent-teacher’s meeting a month

ago. But you couldn’t manage to get

a leave for a day? Now that’s

awesome.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 23.

BRAHMANANDHA

Seriously?

Aarti enters the room with Brahmanandha’s tiffin box at the

precise moment.

BRAHMANANDHA

Moti’s wife is pregnant and today

is her due date. I had to give him

a leave. That’s my job.

AHALYA

You and your fucking job!

AARTI

Language Ahalya.

BRAHMANANDHA

I don’t like taking leaves Ahalya.

And then I’ve you to take care of

your sister. You are reasonable

enough. I can trust on you, can’t

I?

Ahalya looks at her father for sometime.

AHALYA

Of course you can Appa.

BRAHMANANDHA

That’s like my girl.

Brahmanandha gets up from his place, picks up his bag and

tiffin box and moves out of the house. Aarti turns at

Ahalya.

AARTI

You know your father has not taken

a leave for the last five years

right, specially after he got

promoted as the head of the

security.

AHALYA

He and his promotion.

A car crashing sound grabs the attention of mother and

daughter. They quickly rush out to find an accident right in

front of their house. On going closer they see Brahmanandha

lying underneath a car in a pool of blood. Ahalya shouts.

CUT TO
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SCENE 20

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT (PRESENT)

Ahalya gets up from her sleep. She was dreaming. She is

sweating. Her entire housecoat is drenched in sweat. At that

precise moment she hears a glass breaking sound. She gets up

and goes out to the dining hall to find one of the windows

broken. She recovers a big stone wrapped in a paper. She

unwraps the paper to find a message written on it.

THE MESSAGE

Rapist’s daughter.

Ahalya quickly moves to the window and looks outside. There

is no one there. Ahalya looks concerned.

CUT TO

SCENE 21

EXT./INT. BUS/SCHOOL- DAY

Ahalya is traveling in bus. She looks concerned. The paper

with the message is still in her hand. She notices that

people around are looking at her, not all of them but quite

a few. Ahalya finds the thing strange. She steps down of the

bus when her stoppage comes. She walks up to her school and

enters. The Security guards look at her and talk to each

other. She moves in and goes to the teacher’s room. She

keeps her stuff and walks to her class She gets surprised to

see another teacher taking the class.

AHALYA

Excuse me? You are?

THE TEACHER

I’m Lipika. English teacher. I just

got a call a day before.

AHALYA

You are a new joinee?

LIPIKA

Yes, wait are you Ahalya?

AHALYA

Yes I’m.
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LIPIKA

I think you should meet the

principal once.

AHALYA

Is there a problem?

The new teacher’s face turns blue. Ahalya goes to the

principal’s office immediately.

Ahalya sits in front of the principal.

PRINCIPAL

Have you checked your mobile?

AHALYA

Not exactly sir, but how is that

relevant with the question I’ve

asked. What is that new teacher

doing in my class?

The principal rubs his head and then takes out his mobile

out from his pocket. He shows a video to Ahalya. Ahalya

checks the video and gets a shock of her life. Its a video

of her standing in front of the police station and it has

been edited by someone with a title on it ’rapist’s

daughter’.

PRINCIPAL

This is just one Ahalya, the social

media is full of such videos and

memes. I’m really sorry dear but we

can’t have you here anymore.

AHALYA

But what have I done sir. This is

not my fault.

PRINCIPAL

We were flooded with mails and

letters to get you out of the

school. There is a lot of pressure.

I’m sorry. Get your things and the

HR will help you out.

AHALYA

But sir.

PRINCIPAL

I’m sorry, you’ve to leave.

Ahalya sits at her place quietly for sometime.

(CONTINUED)
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Ahalya signs her termination letter in the HR room. She

leaves the school slowly. As she leaves a drop of tear rolls

down her cheek. She stands in front of the school and cries

for some time.

CUT TO

SCENE 22

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya enters the house and sits on the chair in the dining

room. Ahalya’s mother comes out of the kitchen and stands

near her daughter. She realizes that her daughter is acting

strange. Ahalya tries to type something on her mobile and

weeps at the same time.

AARTI

Is something wrong? Why are you...

Before Aarti could finish, Ahalya stops her.

AHALYA

I’ve been fired from the job.

Aarti looks shocked, she comes closer to Ahalya.

AARTI

Why?? What have you done?

AHALYA

I’ve been fired because I’m a

rapist’s daughter.

Aarti reacts to he statement.

AARTI

Don’t you dare say anything about

your father.

AHALYA

It is not about him mom, it’s about

me.

She walks up to the T.V and switches it on.

AARTI

I don’t want to see this shitty

thing.

Ahalya changes the channel and puts the news on.

(CONTINUED)
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REPORTER

The videos and memes have gone

viral. It is being deduced that the

videos were made by some political

group.

The video clip is played in the news channel.

Aarti is shocked to see it.

AHALYA

Do you get it now?? I got thrown

out from job because of this

fucking thing. I gave it five years

of my life. And all I get back

is...

Ahalya storms into her room and close it. She lies down on

he bed and tears off her resignation copy.

CUT TO

SCENE 23

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT (PAST)

Brahmanandha is in his uniform, he checks the torch and

hands it over to Aarti.

BRAHMANANDHA

Keep your eyes open. Vasisht

shouldn’t go out of this room, do

you get that?

AARTI

Of course I get that. Do you think

I’m a fool.

BRAHMANANDHA

I know you are not.

AARTI

Look, you have told him what you

want and I really believe that he

is a good good boy.

BRAHMANANDHA

I really don’t believe his stupid

friends. I don’t want him to suffer

for those rich brats.

Aarti holds Brahmanadha’s hands tight.
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AARTI

Don’t worry, he is going to be

better.

Brahmanandha smiles at Aarti, takes his bag and leaves.

Vasisht follows his father from the window of his room.

After his father leaves Vasisht secretly calls Ahalya by

knocking on the wall. Vasisht and Ahalya shares a common

wall of their room with each other.

VASISHT

I need your help.

AHALYA

I can’t you know that. Baba will

kill me.

VASISHT

It’s not gonna go beyond two hours.

I’ll be back before that.

AHALYA

Are you kidding me?

She closes the book in her hand looks aide.

VASISHT

It’s my best friend’s birthday,

I’ve to go. I’ve to give him the

gift I’ve got for him.

Ahalya smiles and shakes her head in disgust.

VASISHT

Come on believe me. I’m not going

to drink.

AHALYA

You promise?

VASIST

Of course.

Ahalya opens Vasisht’s door. Vasisht has a smile on his

face.

VASISHT

You are a savior. I’ll be back in

no time.
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AHALYA

Where the heck are you going?

VASISHT

We are going near the lake.

AHALYA

Lake? are you joking.

Vasisht looks blankly at Ahalya.

Ahalya accompanies him outside the house, to a parallel lane

on which Vashist’s friend’s car is parked. They approach the

car.

VASISHT’S FRIEND

What took you so long man?

VASISHT

My father has been a pain in the

ass.

AHALYA

Language Vasisht.

VASISHT’S FRIEND

Is she coming with us too?

AHALYA

You boys are gonna return by two o

clock, do you get that.

Vasisht gets into the car.

VASISHT

Yes ma’am.

VASISHT’S FRIEND

Yes Hitler.

The car drives away. Ahalya stands there for sometime and

smiles. She goes back into her house.

CUT TO

SCENE 24
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INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY (PRESENT)

A car horn from the traffic in front of Ahalya’s house wakes

Ahalya up. She sweats heavily. She reaches for the water

bottle kept beside her bed and drinks water from it. She

wipes the sweat off her forehead. She looks up to see the

fan is not moving. She gets up from the bed and checks the

switch. The fan doesn’t work. She goes out to the other

rooms and realize that it’s a load shedding. She walks up to

the refrigerator and opens it. The refrigerator is

completely empty. Ahalya looks concerned. She goes to her

mother’s room and finds her sleeping. She goes to the

kitchen and finds that the utensils are empty.

CUT TO

SCENE 25

EXT. AHALYA’S LOCALITY- LATER

Ahalya walks out of her house with a grocery bag in her

hand. She walks up to the local grocery store. The store

manager notices Ahalya and continues doing his work. Ahalya

takes out a list from her purse.

AHALYA

Ravi, I need this stuff.

She stretches her hand to give the list to Ravi. Ravi

continues doing his work, and ignores Ahalya. Ahalya is a

bit surprised with Ravi’s behavior.

AHALYA

Ravi, what happened?

RAVI

I’m busy, Ahalya didi!

AHALYA

Yes I get that, but there is no

customer out here.

Ravi stops working and leaves a deep breath.

RAVI

Didi, why don’t you talk to

Gajendra bhai. He will be back in

few minutes.

Ahalya is a bit disturbed.
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AHALYA

I’m really not getting it Ravi,

what’s the issue. You just have to

check the list and give me the

stuff written there. That’s all you

have to do, super easy!

Ravi looks blankly at Ahalya and takes out his mobile. He

dials a number.

RAVI

Hello, Gajendra bhai? Ahalya didi

is here.

Gajendra, a man in mid 40s stand at the entrance of the shop

and talk to Ahalya.

GAJENDRA

The situation is not good. Day

before yesterday a group of boys

came to my shop. I know them, they

are from the local party office.

The instructions were pretty clear

Ahalya.

Ahalya bangs the table in front of her.

AHALYA

You can’t do that. I’m paying for

the stuff I’m taking. Why will you

deny a person from the basic needs?

GAJENDRA

The instructions were clear Ahalya,

no goods for the rapist’s family.

And if I give you what you want

then they will burn my house and

shop into ashes.

A drop of tear rolls down Ahalya’s eyes.

AHALYA

Gajendra bhai, Akshara...

Before Ahalya could finish, Gajendra stops him.

GAJENDRA

I’m sorry dear, I can’t help you.

AHALYA

Don’t call me dear Gajendra ji, you

lost all rights to do so.

Ahalya weeps and slowly exits the shop.
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Ahalya takes few stuff from a separate grocery shop. She

pays for the stuff. She takes a bus to return home. She

notices the man sitting beside her. He is watching news on

his mobile. The news shocks Ahalya to the core. She

gets off the bus and walks to her house. She looks tensed.

CUT TO

SCENE 26

INT. AHALYA’S ROOM- LATER

Ahalya and her mother watches the news.

REPORTER

It has been confirmed. The Tamil

Nadu Bar council has taken a

path-breaking decision on the minor

rape case which shook our country

recetly. Our correspondent, Shama

is with the head of Bar Council.

Over to Shama.

SHAMA

Thank you Mahesh, we have Mr. Tilak

with us. Sir please tell us about

the decision.

Shama holds her micro phone near Mr. Tilak.

TILAK

It was a joint decision, and all

the lawyers have supported it. And

this is indeed path-breaking. None

of the lawyers will fight for the

accused or represent them in the

court. We have went through some

rigorous meetings and we think this

is the best way we can get back at

those rapists. No one I repeat no

one will fight for them. Any lawyer

who does this would be looking for

a cancellation of his or her

license.

Ahalya switches off the T.V.

AARTI

What will we do now?

Aarti starts crying.
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AHALYA

I need to think. Give me some time.

Akshara enters the room.

AKSHARA

I’m hungry mom. Can I get some

food.

Ahalya and Akshara look at each other.

AHALYA

Mom will make food for us. Would

you like to read story books dear?

Why don’t you sit beside me and

read something while I’ll work on

my laptop.

Akshara makes a face.

AKSHARA

Sounds pretty boring.

Ahalya works on her laptop, Akshara sits beside her and

reads a book.

Aarti cooks in the kitchen.

CUT TO

SCENE 27

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya works on her laptop, Akshara sits beside her and

reads a comic book. Ahalya seriously concentrates on the

laptop screen, she surfs through the web and does some legal

study. She finds out that according to Article 21, which

clearly states that every person has an equal right to life

and liberty. Ahalya quickly notes it down and starts working

on the details of the article. She scribbles in her

notebook. She finds out that according to article 39A, every

person has the right to prove his innocence. Time passes by.

Akshara has fallen asleep. Ahalya continues working on her

research. She then opens a blank document of word on her

laptop and starts writing a letter. She addresses the chief

justice of the supreme court and the judge. She writes an

appeal against the bar’s decision. She falls off to sleep

while writing the letter.

FADE OUT
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SCENE 28

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT (PAST)

Ahalya waits near the window of her room. She checks the

time and looks outside. She looks concerned. It’s arond 3 o

clock in the night. Aarti sits in the dining room, she looks

equally conerned. She checks the time on the wall clock in

the room and nods her head in disappointment. A younger

Akshara stands near the door of her mother’s room and looks

at her helplessly.

AKSHARA

Mom, I can’t sleep. I’m unable to.

Aarti looks at her with an angry look.

AARTI

Akshara, go inside and sleep. Your

brother is not home yet and I can’t

think of anything right now.

AKSHARA

Where has bhaiya gone mom? Is he

coming back soon? Why are you

looking so stressed out?

Aarti gts up from the sofa. She approaches Akshara and

accompanies her inside. They sit on the bed.

AARTI

I don’t want to hear anything else

from you. You are going to lie down

and sleep. Do you get that?

Akshara nods her head to say yes. Ahalya enters the room.

She is sobbing. Aarti turns around at her.

AARTI

Is he back?

AHALYA

No.

AARTI

Where is he? Didn’t your father

asked you to keep an eye in him?

AHALYA

He did, but...

Ahalya hesitates to speak up. Aarti finds it suspicious. She

holds Ahalya by her hand and shakes her in anger.
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AARTI

Where is he Ahalya?

AHALYA

He went out with his friends.

Aarti couldn’t believe her ears. She gets extremely angry.

AARTI

How could you?

AHALYA

Mom, I’m...

Aarti slaps Ahalya before she could complete her line.

CUT TO

SCENE 29

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY (PRESENT)

Ahalya wakes up from her sleep. She finds the bed beside her

empty. She gets up and sits on her bed. She then gets up and

walks out of the room. She finds her mother dressing up

Akshara. Her mother looks at her helplessly. Ahalya goes

back to her room and gets ready.

CUT TO

SCENE 30

EXT./ INT. NEAR AKSHARA’S SCHOOL/ CYBER CAFE/ AHALYA’S

HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya drops Akshara to her school and bids her goodbye. She

then walks up to a cyber cafe near by. She takes out her pen

drive and gets five copies of the letter she has written

last night. She comes back home and prepare herself for the

first date of the case. Aarti looks at Ahalya who is drowned

in her work and preparation.

FADE OUT
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SCENE 31

INT. COURT- DAY (FIRST HEARING DATE)

The courtroom is pretty noisy because of the huge crowd that

has gathered here today. Ahalya enters the courtroom. She

looks extremely tensed. She comes and stands near the first

row of the spectator’s row. The prosecutor and other lawyers

sit at their respective places and wait for the judge.

Ahalya notices his father standing handcuffed with six

others at a side, guarded by the policemen. She notices that

her father’s head is low and he looks expressionless. A drop

of tear rolls down Ahalya’s eyes. After a few minutes, the

judge enter the courtroom. The entire audience stands up.

The judge sits down and orders the prosecutor to go ahead

with his opening speech.

PROSECUTOR

A very good morning, my Honor, I’m

Ramakant Iyer, and I’m representing

Anamika Anand. The seven year old

was raped by David Gomes, Lakhan

Singh, Surya Prakash, Brahmanandha,

Hamim Iqbal, Venu Gopal and Avinash

Bala. I’ve presented the findings

to the court My Lord.

The judge is handed over a file by his assistant. The judge

goes through the file. He then looks up and finds no lawyer

from the Defendant’s side.

JUDGE

I don’t see any lawyer representing

the defendants.

Ahalya raises hr arm up. The judge notices her.

JUDGE

Yes lady, do you have something to

say.

Ahalya brings out an envelope from her purse and hands it

over to the judge’s assistant. The assistant hands it over

to the judge. The judge reads the letter and calls her close

to her desk. The judge also calls the prosecutor to his

desk.

JUDGE

Please, tell me what you want?

(CONTINUED)
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AHALYA

Sir, as I’ve mentioned in my letter

that according to Article 21 and

Article 39A, every person has the

right to liberty and should be

given a chance to prove his or her

innocence. If the BAR continues to

enforce the boycott on the accused,

then they would be breaking a law.

The prosecutor smiles.

PROSECUTOR

Why will we provide our services to

a rapist. Sir these men out here

have raped a minor girl and they

deserve no right. They are nothing

but the scum of the earth.

JUDGE

Language Ramakant. The lady is

right. We can’t break the law. I’ve

to appoint them a lawyer.

RAMAKANT

But sir...

The Judge raises his arm and gestures Ramakant to stay

quiet.

JUDGE

I’m appointing you a lawyer.

The judge scribbles on his notebook as he looks at the

prosecutor.

JUDGE

We still have a lot of rules in our

constitution to help our citizens.

An accused has to be tried fairly

in order to get justice Mr.

Prosecutor. Don’t forget that. The

court is adjourned.

As Ahalya leaves the courtroom she finds the angry lawyers

staring at him. Se also finds Anamika’s parents in the

crowd. She goes out of the court and looks for a lawyer.

CUT TO
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SCENE 32

EXT. OUTSIDE COURT- LATER

Ahalya walks across the corridor holding an order by the

judge. She looks for someone to direct her. She finally gets

a clerk who directs her to the offices of the local lawyers

outside the court. Ahalya walks down to the open air offices

of the lawyer and approaches a man in lawyer’s uniform, who

is typing a petition. The man smiles at Ahalya and asks her

to sit. Ahalya sits in front of the man. She hands over the

judge’s order to the man.

THE MAN

This is about?

The man reads the order, and looks back at Ahalya.

AHALYA

My father Brahmanandha...

Before Ahalya could finish, the man gestures her to stop.

THE MAN

Ma’am, you can save your words. I’m

not the person you are looking for.

I handle civil cases.

He points out a man drinking tea with another guy in a tea

stall near by.

AHALYA

He is?

THE MAN

He is Vishwam Krishnamurthy. He

handles criminal cases.

Ahalya gets up from the seat. She takes the paper from the

man.

THE MAN

You are lucky, the entire faternity

is against your father.

Ahalya smiles at the man.

AHALYA

Thank you!

Ahalya walks down to the men who are drinking tea at the tea

stall. She approaches the men with the order papers. The man

notices her walking towards him.

(CONTINUED)
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VISHWAM

Ma’am, please wait at my desk.

Ahalya stops at her place.

AHALYA

Where is it?

Vishwam directs her a desk in the open area offices. Ahalya

turns back to see the desk.

Ahalya waits at the desk. She watches the two men drinking

tea. The guys finish up and walks down to their desk.

Vishwam comes and sits at his desk opposite to Ahalya.

VISHWAM

Tell me, Ma’am. How may I help you?

Ahalya takes out the order paper by the judge and hands over

to Vishwam. Vishwam takes the paper and reads it.

AHALYA

I’ve done some research. I’ve

mentioned them in my research work

in the file.

Ahalya takes out a file from her side bag and gives it to

Vishwam.

VISHWAM

Would you like to have tea ma’am?

AHALYA

No.

Ahalya looks at Vishwam. She looks a bit concerned.

AHALYA

Sir, my father is innocent. I’m

sure he is being framed.

VISHWAM

Are you sure about it?

Ahalya is disgusted.

AHALYA

He is my father sir. I know him in

and out.

VISHWAM

Don’t worry ma’am. I’ll go through

your research.
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AHALYA

He has a very clean track record

Sir. And he is very protective

about his job.

VISHWAM

I understand what you mean Ms.

Ahalya. But I think you know how it

looks like currently. We need to

work hard on the case.

Vishwam takes out a book on law and starts pointing out few

pointers from the book and scribble it on his notebook.

VISHWAM

What’s your father’s age?

AHLALYA

62!

VISHWAM

Hmm. Where do you guys stay?

AHALYA

15/2 Tobbing street.

Vishwam notes the things on his notebook.

VISHWAM

How long have been your father

working in that complex?

AHALYA

8 years now. Before that he was the

security in charge of a bank.

VISHWAM

Ms. Ahalya, we need to get in touch

with your father’s employer. We

need a statement from their side

about your father’s track record as

a employee. If they agree to appear

in the court, then nothing like

that.

Ahalya’s face lights up. Vishwam turns at tea stall.

VISHWAM

Brother two cups of tea.

He turns back at Ahalya.

(CONTINUED)
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VISHWAM

Ms. Ahalya, how is your father’s

reputation in your locality.

Ahalya thinks for sometime and responds.

AHALYA

It was pretty good till the time

this thing happened. To be honest

we as his family has been boycotted

and isolated in the locality.

VISHWAM

That’s bad, but we have to work on

it. I would like to have a look at

Mr. Brahmanandha’s salary slips and

bank statements.

AHALYA

Yes sure!

VISHWAM

Look we don’t have much to back

your father. And this is just the

initial phase. What do you have

here?

Vishwam holds Ahalya’s research file in his hand and asks

her.

AHALYA

There are few pointers about the

case. Where the girl was found,

what was her initial statement.

There are few pointers there to

back my father’s integrity for his

job...

Before Ahalya could finish, Vishwam gestures her to stop.

Vishwam looks at Ahalya in awe, a small child in tattered

clothes arrive with two cups of tea.

VISHWAM

You like tea? Right?

Ahalya is amused by Vishwam’s behavior. Vishwam takes out

his pen and attentively notes down few points from the file

and Ahalya’s research work. Ahalya feels rejuvenated. She

has a bright smile on her face. A young man in his early 30s

approaches Vishwam. He stands near him.

(CONTINUED)
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VISHWAM

Ma’am, you can calm down. You are

at the right place. I’ll go through

the file tonight and I’ll add some

of my pointers as well. But this is

really good work Ms. Ahalya, this

is pretty impressive.

Ahalya looks optimistic. She notices the man standing beside

Vishwam and smiling at her. Ahalya looks back at Vishwam.

AHALYA

Thank you Sir.

Vishwam looks at the man standing beside.

VISHWAM

Oh, Indran! This is Ahalya, our

client.

Indran smiles stupidly at Ahalya and puts his hand forward

to shake hands with her.

INDRAN

Hello!

Ahalya shakes hand with Indran.

AHALYA

Hello!

Vishwam completes noting down the points on a paper and

looks at Indran.

VISHWAM

Indran, I’ve written down the name.

Please go and type a letter

accordingly. Get that?

Vishwam gives the paper with pointers to Indran. Indran

takes it in his hand.

INDRAN

Sure sir!

Indran leaves the place. Vishwam looks at Ahalya.

VISHWAM

We will send a letter to your

father’s current employers, asking

for his appraisals and his track

record. I’ll also get in touch with

your father’s earlier employers. We

(MORE)
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VISHWAM (cont’d)
will get this sorted out Ahalya.

But you need to be strong. We are

going to face some tough

resistence.

AHALYA

I’m ready for everything Sir.

Vishwam smiles at Ahalya. Ahalya on the other hand notices

Indran helping an old couple with their documents.

VISHWAM

That’s what we need, keep believing

yourself. I would go through the

rest of the file tonight and I’ll

get in touch with you. For the time

being go back home and relax.

Ahalya looks at Vishwam in an optimistic manner and smiles.

AHALYA

So when do we meet?

Vishwam stops Ahalya before she completes.

VISHWAM

I’ll give you a call once I’m done.

Don’t worry.

Ahalya smiles at Vishwam and slowly walks away when she

notices Indran assisting the old couple. She over hears

them.

OLD MAN

Thank you so much dear, how much do

we have to pay?

Indran gestures them to put the money back.

INDRAN

Uncle, I really don’t need your

money. Take care.

OLD WOMAN

Thank you so much son.

Ahalya notices the friendly gesture by the clerk and smiles.

She walks away after that.

CUT TO
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SCENE 33

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY

Ahalya enters the house. She finds her mother sitting on the

sofa and waiting for her. She gets up when she notices

Ahalya.

AARTI

What happened? Did we manage to get

a layer?

Ahalya smiles at her mother.

AHALYA

Of course we did mom. We got a

lawyer.

Aarti folds her hands and closes her eyes. She prays in her

mind.

AARTI

Guide us God.

Ahalya stares at her mother for sometime.

AHALYA

Do you have something to eat.

Aarti opens her eyes and approaches Ahalya. She hugs her.

AARTI

I’ll prepare food in time my dear.

Ahalya looks tired and stressed out by now.

AARTI

I’m really grateful to God, that we

got a lawyer. We are on the right

path.

Ahalya stares at Aarti for sometime as Aarti continues

talking. Aarti walks inside the room and comes out with

prasad in her hands.

AARTI

We have to save him Ahalya.

Whatever it takes.

CUT TO
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SCENE 34

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya sits at the table and eats rice and dal from her

plate. Her mother sits beside her. She looks eagerly at

Ahalya. Ahalya notices the spark in her mother’s eyes. She

stops eating for a moment.

AHALYA

Do you want to ask something?

Aarti sits firmly. She smiles and starts talking.

AARTI

What is going to be our next step?

Ahalya smiles.

AHALYA

I’m going to do a bit of research.

I might go around to ask and gather

information from people in the

complex and dad’s friends.

AARTI

When is the next date?

AHALYA

After a week.

AARTI

Another week? Do you think he will

get a bail?

Ahalya keeps mum for some time, she thinks. Then she

construct the sentence in her mind and speaks out.

AHALYA

Do you believe that dad is

innocent?

AARTI

Of course he is... Why do you ask

such a question? Do you think your

father is one of the culprits?

Aarti bangs the table and gets up from her chair.

AHALYA

Why am I doing this research then?

Why did I fight so much to get him

(MORE)
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AHALYA (cont’d)
a lawyer? I just want to know your

perspective. That’s all.

Aarti sits back on her chair.

AARTI

I believe him, yes. I’ve never seen

him misbehaving with any woman. It

has been a successful marriage for

34 years. I believe him. He has

never disrespected my integrity or

my presence, I’ve only been loved

and respected by him. Yes, I

believe him.

Ahalya stops eating and looks at her mom for sometime. She

holds her hand firmly.

AHALYA

We are going to get him out

together. I promise you that. The

lawyer we have been appointed is

good with his work. And the most

important thing is that there is no

eyewitness. Don’t worry.

Ahalya smiles at Aarti.

AARTI

I can do anything to get him out

Ahalya.

CUT TO

SCENE 35

EXT. PREMIUM COMPLEX- DAY

Ahalya waits outside the complex for sometime. She looks for

a security guard to talk to. She finally finds a security

guard who is off duty now, coming out of the complex. Ahalya

catches up with and stops him.

AHALYA

Excuse me, I need our help.

The man stops walking and turns around at Ahala.
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AHALYA

Can you help me with the address?

The man looks at Ahalya closely. Ahalya hands over a small

chit to him.

THE MAN

Have I seen you somewhere?

AHALYA

Me? I don’t think so.

The man takes a close look at the chit. He looks up at

Ahalya.

THE MAN

There is the complex.

He points out at the complex he just came out from and

starts walking again when Ahalya stops him.

AHALYA

What’s your name?

MAN

Excuse me?

AHALYA

Your name?

MAN

Ganesh!

AHALYA

Ganesh, I need your help.

Ahalya takes out some money from her purse.

AHALYA

Can you give me some information

about Brahmanandha, the accused

security guard.

Ganesh has an expression of shock on his face. He smiles in

a tensed way.

GANESH

Ok, now I get it. You are from the

media. I’ve seen you on T.V. Look

we are strictly ordered not to talk

to the media. It’s gonna cost us

our job.

Ahalya takes the opportunity and continues playing it.
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AHALYA

I’m not going to publish. I just

want some information that’s it.

Ahalya puts the money in Ganesh’s shirt-pocket. Ganesh feels

the money with his hand from over the pocket. He smiles.

GANESH

What do you want to know?

AHALYA

Tell me about Brahmanandha, can he

commit such a crime.

GANESH

Honestly ma’am I’m not sure. He

doesn’t look like a man who would

do such a thing but you know how

the world is like. It very hard to

determine a person’s inner half

with his face and external

behavior.

AHALYA

Have you ever seen him doing

anything unusual?

GANESH

Never, he was always into his job.

He was a very good senior. He

guided us.

AHALYA

Why do you say you are not sure

then?

GANESH

I’m not a God man. If he is

arrested then he might have done

something. The girl doesn’t come

out of her house. And honestly what

fun will she get out of it?

Honestly I think I’m a bit

confused.

AHALYA

Do you think he is being framed.

Gansh thinks for sometime. Something strikes him.

GANESH

This can be a possibility. May be

he is being framed. The girl is

(MORE)

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 49.

GANESH (cont’d)
deaf and mute. May be she is being

manipulated. You know children are

very vulnerable at this stage.

AHALYA

Probably. On the date of the crime,

where were you?

GANESH

Home ma’am, I had a night shift. So

I was sleeping. I think I was

really lucky.

Ganesh closes his eyes and makes a gesture which makes

Ahalya understand that he is thanking God for keeping him

out from the mess. Ahalya smiles at him.

CUT TO

SCENE 36

INT. COURT- DAY (SECOND HEARING DATE)

Ahalya eagerly stands near the lawyer’s desk. Vishwam’s

assistant hands him a sheet of paper. He tries to explain

him his findings, Vishwam goes through the sheet of paper

and pats his assistant on his back. The judge enters the

court and everyone rises up. The judge sits down at his

place and orders to start the proceedings.

The Prosecutor stands up and starts talking.

PROSECUTOR

My Lord, as I said last time, I’ve

some vital points and enough proof

to prove that the accused people

are the real culprits. We have the

statement of the victim and she has

identified them. I really don’t see

any reason why we are even fighting

this case.

VISWAM

Objection My Lord, why do we have

to remind our friend about our

rights.

JUDGE

Objection sustained. Mr. Ramakant

please concentrate on your argument

(MORE)
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JUDGE (cont’d)
rather than asking your fellow

lawyer to step down.

PROSECUTOR

Sorry sir.

JUDGE

Please continue.

The Prosecutor walks up to his desk and takes up a sheet of

paper.

PROSECUTOR

Sir, I would like you to take a

look at the girl’s medical report.

The prosecutor approaches the judge and gives the paper.

PROSECUTOR

According to the reports the girl

was sexually assaulted. Not only

that when she was found on the roof

top of the building of ’Supreme

Complex’, she was drenched in

alcohol.

The prosecutor then picks up an evidence packet with an

empty liquor bottle in it.

PROSECUTOR

This empty bottle was found near

by. It is clear that these people

were having a gala time on the roof

during their duty hours. All of

them were drunk and unfortunately,

Anamika who stays in the same

building; came to the roof top. She

is in a special school that gets

over by 12. I would like to call

Anamika’s mother, Devki to the

witness box.

Devki walks up to the witness box and stands inside it.

PROSECUTOR

So, Ms. Devki, please tell me what

happened that day.

Devki is a bit hesitant to answer as she looks around in the

entire court.
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PROSECUTOR

Don’t worry Ms. Devki! Everyone out

here is supporting you. Feel free

and share with us what you saw.

Devki closes her eyes and then opens it again.

DEVKI

We got back from Anamika’s school

at around 12.15-12.30pm. Anamika

was very happy as usual. She is a

very happy kid you see. I changed

her clothes. She wanted to go out

and play. One of her friends from

the same complex comes back from

school by that time.

PROSECUTOR

What is the friend’s name?

DEVKI

Shonali.

Prosecutor drinks the water on his desk.

PROSECUTOR

Please continue Ma’am.

DEVKI

So I helped her change her

clothes and she went out, as

usual. Before leaving I told

her to come back by 1.15-1.30,

we have lunch at that time.

And there are some medicenes

that we need to give her. I

was doing the householde

chores. I was watching a

serial and didn’t realise the

time. Generally Anamika is

very obedient, she always

listens to me. But that day

she was late. I was worried,

it has never happened before.

I searched the compound and

went to Shonali’s house as

well. To my horror Shonali was

right there at her home. She

was sick and never left the

house that day. Her mother

told me that Anamkia was there

but left back for her home

when she found that Shonali
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was sick. I looked for her

everywhere. I came to the

security guards. Brahmanandha

was not there. One of the

guards helped me to look out

for Anamika. I don’t know why

but I felt like I should check

the roof top once. While going

up with one of the guards I

found Brahmanandha coming

down. He looked tensed and

wasted. He was smelling of

alcohol. When he saw me, he

reacted as if he saw a ghost.

Then he took us to the roof

and showed that Anamkia..

Devki starts crying. The prosecutor approaches her.

PROSECUTOR

You have to be strong Ms. Devki.

Please tell the court.

Devki controls her tears.

DEVKI

Anamika was unconscious. Her dress

was not in place.

PROSECUTOR

So you only saw Brahmanandha

nearby.

DEVKI

Yes. He took us to Anamika.

PROSECUTOR

Point to be noted My Lord.

Brahmanandha took them to Anamkia,

he looked tensed, wasted and he was

drunk.

Ahalya comes close to her lawyer and talks to her.

AHALYA

Vishwam, my father doesn’t drink

alcohol. He never had.

Vishwam looks at Ahalya.

VISHWAM

Relax Ahalya. I’ll check the thing.
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PROSECUTOR

Ms. Devki, initially when you went

down to seek the security’s help,

was Brahmanandha there?

DEVKI

No,No I didn’t see him. I saw him

first time near the roof.

PROSECUTOR

Point to be noted my lord.

The prosecutor turns toward Vishwam.

PROSECUTOR

Your witness please.

Vishwam gets up from his place and appraches Devki.

VISHWAM

Ms. Devki, are you sure that

Brahmanandha was drunk or under the

influence of alcohol?

DEVKI

I’m pretty certain, he was.

Vishwam looks at Devki for sometime and then turns towards

his desk.

VISHWAM

No more questions your honour.

Ahalya is surprised to hear that. Vishwam comes back and

sits on his chair.

PROSECUTOR

My next witness, is Ganga, the

maid.

JUDGE

Please call Ganga to the witness

box.

A woman in her mid 30s come to the witness box and stands

inside.

PROSECUTOR

Ms. Ganga, can you please enlighten

the court with what you saw.
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GANGA

Of course sir, I generally join my

duty at Ms. Thomas’s apartment, at

13.30pm. That day, when I entered

the complex, I found Hamim Iqbal

running out of the complex. It was

strange, because Hamim is a

plumber, and as far as I remember

none of the apartments in that

building had any problems related

to that. Hamim was an occasional

visitor. Then while going up I saw

Venu coming down. He was sweating

and smelled of alcohol. I greeted

him, but he ignored and left.

That’s strange on Venu’s part

because he is very close to me.

PROSECUTOR

Close?

GANGA

Sir, we live in the same locality.

I’m close to his sister. In fact he

got me the job here. He was working

as a sweeper in the complex. So

that’s how we are close.

PROSECUTOR

Over to you my friend.

VISHWAM

Ms. Devki, were you romantically

involved with Venu Gopal in any

way?

GANGA

Excuse me?

Ahalya is dumbstruck by the question.

JUDGE

Go ahead, answer the question.

GANGA

No, not at all. He is more like a

brother.

Vishwam smiles at Ganga.

VISHWAM

Very well Ganga, did you see

Brahmanandha there?
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GANGA

No, no he was not there.

VISHWAM

Hmmm. Ok you can go back to your

seat.

Ahalya is dumbstruck, she gets up from her place to say

something. The judge notices her. Ahalya then notices

Vishwam ignoring her gestures. Ahalya walks out of the court

in anger and frustration.

CUT TO

SCENE 37

INT./EXT. OUTSIDE JUDGE’S OFFICE- LATER

Ahalya looks depressed. She walks out of the courtroom and

sits down on an empty bench. She sobs in pain. She notices

the session breaking and people coming out of the court. She

notices the constables taking Brahmanandha and other accused

men to the police jeep. She follows the men. She tries to

talk to Brahmanandha but the constable stops her.

AHALYA

Don’t worry Appa.

Brahmanandha hears his daughter’s voice. He lifts his head

to find his daughter trying to talk to him.

CONSTABLE

Ma’am, you can’t talk to him.

Please stay away.

The constables drag the accused men into the jeep. Ahalya

stands at her place and sobs. She then notices Vishwam

coming out with some other lawyers. She notices that they

are the same lawyers who were actively taking part in the

protest against the accused being provided a fair trail.

Ahalya notices Vishwam talking to the men. She walks toward

Vishwam. At that precise moment, Vishwam’s clerk stops her

way.

CLERK

Ma’am, can we talk.

AHALYA

Look I’m in no mood. Your boss has

already spoilt it.
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CLERK

Ma’am, it’s about him.

Ahalya stares at the man for some time.

The clerk pulls Ahalya aside.

AHALYA

Excuse me! What are you doing?

CLERK

You are excused.

The clerk releases Ahalya’s hand.

CLERK

Ma’am, it’s a conspiracy. None of

these lawyers are in the mood to

fight for the accused.

Ahalya breaks down.

AHALYA

What do you want?

The clerk looks around to notice the lawyers, including

Vishwam looking at him.

CLERK

Ma’am, my name is Indran. And I

think I can help you.

Ahalya is enraged.

AHALYA

Help me! How? By screwing my case

more. Your boss doesn’t seem to

utter a word for my father, damn

constitution.

Indran stops her with a smile on her face.

INDRAN

That is where I come in. I can help

you. I really can.

Ahalya stares at the man.

AHALYA

How? Do you know someone who would

fight for me without being a part

of a conspiracy like this. Please

let me go. I’ve to look for another

lawyer.
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Ahalya moves forward to go when Indran jumps in front of her

and stands to stop Ahalya from going.

INDRAN

I can fight your case.

AHALYA

You? Look! Don’t joke with me. I’ve

a lot to do.

INDRAN

Ma’am, believe me I can.

AHALYA

Are you a lawyer?

The question startles Indran.

INDRAN

No, not exactly but...

Ahalya laughs in pain.

AHALYA

How do you plan to do that? Huh?

INDRAN

Ma’am, I’ve to wait for few days.

My results would be out in three

days.

AHALYA

Are you kidding me Indran?

Indran takes out a small notepad from his pocket. He turns

the pages in it and shows it to Ahalya.

INDRAN

Ma’am I’ve been following the case

ever since you met Vishwam. I’ve

done my bit of research. Devki or

Ganga’s testimony doesn’t really

matter. They have not seen your

father commiting the crime. And

secondly, I’ve also found out that

two of the security guards in the

same complex has gone on a leave

from the day of the crime.

The statement by Indran interests Ahalya.
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AHALYA

You are not even a lawyer.

INDRAN

I told you my results would be out.

AHALYA

And how are you so sure that you

will pass?

INDRAN

This is my fifth appearance ma’am.

And I’ve learnt enough under

Vishwam.

Indran smiles.

AHALYA

Fifth?

INDRAN

Yes, but don’t worry, this time I’m

sure, I’ll pass. I may not be that

good theoratically but I’m good

with practical knowledge.

AHALYA

Are you crazy? I don’t have time

for your stupidity.

Ahalya gets up from her place.

INDRAN

Are you crazy that you are fighting

your father’s case? Are you?

Ahalya turns at Indran and finds him sitting on the floor,

his knees down and his hands folded.

INDRAN

Ma’am, I’m really sorry, but all I

need is a chance. That’s all. You

believe in your father and I

believe in myself. I’m sure I’m

gonna pass this time. And entering

the job with your father’s case is

all I want. I dont want

remuneration, all I want is your

trust and belief.

Indran kneels down on the ground. Ahalya is amused, she

smiles for a moment and then straightens her face back.
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AHALYA

But you need to pass the

examination first.

INDRAN

Are you giving me the case?

AHALYA

I really need to think Indran. You

see he is my father. I can’t take

risk with his life.

Indran stands up and shakes hand with Ahalya.

INDRAN

Ma’am you have already risked your

father’s life when you believed

Vishwam. He is one of the most

crooked lawyers I’ve ever seen.

Ahalya stands at her place for sometime looking at Indran.

Ahalya leaves as Indran stands at his place. Vishwam notices

them from a distance.

CUT TO

SCENE 38

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY

Ahalya works on her laptop. She notes down a few points from

the news articles which has published article on the rape

case. She finds a few points interesting and scribbles it

into her notepad. The calling bell grabs Ahalya’s attention.

She gets up from her place and walks down to the main door

and opens it. She finds Indran standing outside with a

bright smile on his face.

INDRAN

I’m ready to take your case madame.

There is a spark in Ahalya’s eyes as she answers back. She

comes a bit close to Indran.

AHALYA

So, you passed?

INDRAN

Yes, Ma’am.

Ahalya smiles and greets Indran inside.
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AHALYA

Come in Indran.

INDRAN

Can I get some tea if you don’t

mind.

AHALYA

Of course you can.

Ahalya gestures Indran to sit on the sofa and calls her mom.

AHALYA

Mom, can you make a cup of tea

please?

Ahalya’s mother answers from inside. Her voice sounds

depressed.

AARTI

You want it now?

INDRAN

Let it be ma’am. Your mom sounds

sick.

Ahalya ignores Indran’s words and walks inside her mother’s

room. She finds Aarti holding Brahmanandha’s shirt and

crying.

AHALYA

We have got a lawyer for father.

Aarti finally looks up. Her eyes look happy.

AHALYA

Can you please make us tea? And

please cheer up. This is not the

end of life.

Ahalya leaves after saying this. Aarti watches on.

Ahalya walks back to the sofa where Indran is sitting.

INDRAN

Ma’am, I’ve note down some pointers

and studied a few cases. We really

have to work hard.

Ahalya brings out the notepad and hands it over to Indra.
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AHALYA

I’ve been doing my research and

studies.

Indran takes the notepad in his hand and studies the point.

INDRAN

This is extremely impressive ma’am,

you should be a lawyer you know

that.

Indran laughs but the awkward silence and a serious Ahalya

compels Indran to cut his laugh short.

AHALYA

I was preparing myself; in case I

didn’t get lawyers.

INDRAN

Ma’am this is great work done. You

have done half of my work. But let

me tell you that I’ll not charge

you half of my remuneration.

Indran laughs out loud. He finds Ahalya looking at him

seriously.

INDRAN

I’m just joking ma’am.

AHALYA

Indran I hope you understand what

are you dealing with? We don’t have

time to joke.

INDRAN

Of course ma’am. This is what I’m

destined to do. Can I keep it with

me.

Ahalya nods her head to say yes.

INDRAN

We would also need to testify a lot

of people who like your father. I

mean who believe that your father

can’t do it. May be we can talk to

hi current and previous employers.

Ahalya nods her head to say yes.
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AHALYA

Isn’t that a very difficult job,

given the situation we are in right

now. I tried to get in touch with

them but they refused to talk.

Indran looks at Ahalya.

INDRAN

Nothing is difficult ma’am. If

someone can frame your father. We

can de-frame him too. Hey that’s a

nice word ’De-Frame’.

Ahalya looks at Indran with awe.

INDRAN

Don’t worry ma’am, I’ll study the

pointers and prepare a solid case.

I’ll personally try to get un touch

with his employers. We will get

your father out.

At that precise moment, Aarti enters with tea.

AHALYA

Mom, this is Indran our lawyer.

Indran stands up and smiles at Aarti.

INDRAN

And I’m going to take your husband

out of that mess.

Aarti is awestruck by Indran’s comment.

CUT TO

SCENE 39

INT. INDRAN’S HOUSE-LATER

Indran works on the pointers given by Ahalya. He works on

his desktop and make pointers. While looking for the

pointers and legal guidance from internet, Indran comes

across an old news. Indran notices a news article on the

internet. It is about Brahmanandha. The news article says

that Brahmanandha has saved a girl from acid attack. Indran

dwells in deeper to the case study. He keeps writing the

points. He suddenly notices a name on the article which

brings a bright smile on his face. Indran takes out his

mobile and dials a number. He waits for a response.
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INDRAN

Raghav, Indran speaking buddy. Yes

I’m doing good. I’m currently

working on my first case and I want

your help. Yes, yes. 4pm. Ok.

Perfect.

Indran disconnects the call and gets up from the chair. He

walks up to the window of his room and lights a cigarette.

CUT TO

SCENE 40

EXT./INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

A taxi comes and stops in front of Ahalya’s house. Vishwam

gets out of a taxi and walks up to Ahalya’s house. He knocks

on the door and waits for a response. Aarti opens the door

and is surprised to see an unknown man standing at her door

and smiling at her.

AARTI

How may I help you?

Vishwam has a bright smile on his face.

CUT TO

SCENE 41

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY

Aarti folds the washed clothes and keep inside the cupboard.

She looks morose and depressed.She takes out a set of

documents from the cupboard and looks at them closely.

Ahalya knocks on the door at that precise moment.

AHALYA

Mom, lunch is ready.

Ahalya immediately walks to the dinner table. Aarti stands

with the document in her hand for sometime. Something

strikes her mind and she walks up to the dinner table.

Ahalya and Akshara have their lunch as Aarti stands near the

table and sheds tears.
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AHALYA

What happened? Why are you crying

now?

Aarti keeps the document on the table.

AARTI

Do you believe that your father is

innocent?

Ahalya stops eating. She stares at Akshara and finds her

staring at her mother in awe.

AHALYA

Why won’t I?

AARTI

Then why can’t we get the best

lawyer for him?

AHALYA

We don’t have that option mom. No

lawyer is ready to take up dad’s

case. Indran is our best bet and I

honestly feel that he has it in

him.

AARTI

Don’t take risks Ahalya. Vishwam,

the lawyer came to me.

AHALYA

What? Vishwam came in this house?

Aarti nods her head to say yes.

AARTI

He looked very positive and he

talked as if he has some proof to

prove Brahma innocent.

AHALYA

We can’t believe him mom.

AARTI

Listen to me Ahalya!

Ahalya stops speaking.

AARTI

All that he wants is money. And I

think we can give him that. We can

sell this house.
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AHALYA

What?

AARTI

Believe me Ahalya, Vishwam is the

right person for the case. We need

experience, you are trusting a

novice with your father’s life.

AHALYA

At least Indran is true to his job

mom. He doesn’t believe in money.

AARTI

We can sell this house and get your

father out. I’ll call Vishwam

tonight and we will propose the

idea to him.

AHALYA

Have you completely gone crazy?

Ahalya stops eating and goes to her room. Akshara stares at

her mother and at the closed door of Ahalya’s room in

confusion.

Ahalya gets a call on her mobile.

AHALYA

Hello.

CUT TO

SCENE 42

INT. COFFEE SHOP- AFTERNOON

Indran and Ahalya enter a coffee shop and sits in front of

another man, Raghav. They talk to each other regarding

Brahmanandha’s case.

RAGHAV

The girls name is ’Mouni’. She

doesn’t live in Premium complex

anymore. After the incident her

parents took her to Darjeeling.

Indran interrupts Raghav.
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INDRAN

Darjeeling? We don’t have so much

time. We need to talk to the girl

Raghav.

RAGHAV

I can help you get her father’s

number though.

AHALYA

Inspector Raghav, anything else you

can help us with. I mean you

understand the urgency.

Raghav looks around. And then comes closer to the two.

RAGHAV

Whatever I tell you has to be

between us. If you decide to use it

in your case, then please don’t

take my name. That’s all.

INDRAN

You can trust me Raghav.

Raghav takes a pause and then starts speaking. He looks at

Ahalya before speaking.

RAGHAV

Your father worked as an informant

for us. He helped us nab a group of

young drug peddlers who distributed

drugs in the area and in the

complex.

Ahalya and Indran are surprised.

AHALYA

What?

RAGHAV

I’m telling you this off the

records. The criminals he helped us

to catch are still behind bars.

AHALYA

But some of their men and members

can be outside, isn’t it?

RAGHAV

Can be?
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AHALYA

It can be a conspiracy.

INDRAN

Can be? But nothing can be proved

without a proof.If your father is

being framed we have to find it.

Ahalya has a look of concern on her face.

CUT TO

SCENE 43

INT. POLICE STATION- LATER

Raghav gets off the police jeep and enters the station. He

notices the prosecution lawyer and the head of the chief

investigation team walking out of the station. They stand

near the parking lot and talk to each other. Raghav tries to

lip read what they are talking about, but fails miserably.

He turns around walks into the station to find one of his

colleague and friend coming out of the office. Ragahav stops

him.

RAGHAV

Chandra, what’s up?

CHANDRA

Notihing much buddy, the same

Premium Complex Case.

Chandra tries to walk away but Raghav stops him.

RAGHAV

What about it buddy? Can I be of

any help? I would love to.

Chandra smiles at Raghav.

CHANDRA

You are really hooked to the case I

see.

RAGHAV

It’s about the kid Chandra, how can

someone be such a monster. Sometime

I feel like taking out my gun and

shoot them...

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 68.

CHANDRA

Hold it buddy we feel the same. We

are giving it our best, but we

can’t do anything without proof.

RAGHAV

You have the power.

Raghav smiles at Chandra.

CHANDRA

We are gonna do exactly that. We

are trying for a Narco test.

RAGHAV

On all of them?

CHANDRA

No man, five of them have accepted

their crime. It’s for Brahmanandha

and Venu Gopal. Fuckers are denying

it on our face.

RAGHAV

Why? You guys have enough proof

isn’t it?

CHANDRA

Not before the girl speaks up. She

identified the rapists in front of

the officers and then fell

unconscious. Now she is sick and

traumatized. We can’t question her

unless she is normal. We need to

know things in details you see. And

the doctors are saying that it will

take time for her to recover. The

bruises, the injuries... You can’t

watch a kid suffer like that

Raghav. Narco is our best bet I

tell you.

Raghav thinks for sometime.

RAGHAV

Don’t hesitate if you need me. I’m

always there for you buddy.

CHANDRA

We have to be there for the girl.

Raghav shakes hand with Chandra. Chandra walks away. Raghav

moves into the office.
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CUT TO

SCENE 44

INT. INDRAN’S HOUSE-LATER

Indran works on the case. He sits at his table and writes

down few pointers. Indran then gets up from his place and

fetch himself a bottle of water. On returning back to his

table he notices a missed call on his mobile. Raghav’s name

in the missed call list excites him. He quickly dails back

Raghav.

INDRAN

Yes buddy, sorry, I was in the

washroom. Yes, wait, what?

Seriously... that’s great buddy.

Can you click some pics for me?

Great buddy, I’ll be there at your

place tonight. That’s great.

Indran disconnects the call and jumps up from his chair. He

dances in excitement and then suddenly stops. He goes to the

god Tirupati’s picture in a frame on his wall and starts

praying.

CUT TO

SCENE 45

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Ahalya walks in to her house and finds Vishwam sitting in

the sofa at the dining hall. Ahalya is taken aback after

seeing Vishwam.

AHALYA

What are you doing here?

Vishwam sips in some tea from the cup in front of him and

smiles at Ahalya, he stands up and approaches her.

VISHWAM

Ahalya, I thought about it and I

feel I can help you...

Ahalya stops her before he could complete.
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AHALYA

Can you Mr. Vishwam? You already

wasted a chance to help us.

Vishwam smiles.

VISHWAM

Nothing comes for free Ahalya. I’ve

been getting threat calls ever

since I took your father’s case. I

mean, I can’t risk my life for your

father. But, I can definitely

protect myself if I get paid.

At that precise moment Aarti walks in to the room with a

plate filled with biscuits.

AARTI

Ahalya you are back.

AHALYA

What is he doing here mom?

AARTI

I called him. I’ve decided to sell

off this house...

Ahalya stops her mother mid-way.

AHALYA

Vishwam, please get out of my house

right now.

Vishwam stares at Aahalya.

VISHWAM

Think about it Ahalya. I can

actually save your father.

AHALYA

Enough you! Just get lost. We don’t

want to spend a single penny on a

disloyal person like you.

AARTI

Ahalya! Please think about your

father.

AHALYA

Please leave Vishwam.

Vishwam smiles and approaches Aarti.
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VISHWAM

Think about it. You have my number.

Call me once you have made a

decision. My offer stands.

Vishwam turns around and leaves the house. Aarti turns at

Ahalya.

AARTI

What do you think you are doing? He

is your father and not a Guinea Pig

to experiment with.

Ahalya gets furious.

AHALYA

What do you want mom? You want to

sell this house for what. For this

sly bastard who can’t think

anything without money.

AARTI

What do you find in Indran Ahalya?

He is nothing but just a waste of

time, he is INEXPERIENCED. He has

nothing special to offer, do you

have a vested interest...

Ahalya turns at her mother.

AHALYA

You have lost it mother. But I’m

not going to change my lawyer

anymore. Indran is the right man

for the case. At least he is loyal

and respectful towards me.

Ahalya walks into her room and closes the door behind her.

Aarti stands outside the room, shed tears and sits down on

the sofa.

Ahalya is furious when she gets a call from Indran.

AHALYA

Yes Indran! What? Are you sure?

Ahalya listens carefully and then breathes heavily.

AHALYA

You have my permission Indran, lets

go for it. File the petition!

CUT TO
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SCENE 46

INT. COURT- DAY (THIRD HEARING DATE)

The judge sits and hears the argument by the lawyers. The

prosecution lawyer gets up and starts talking.

PROSECUTOR

Sir, there have been some

complexities. The victim is not fit

yet to identify the culprits, the

doctors have clearly indicated to

take some time.

The judge shakes his head in disappointment.

JUDGE

Mr. Ramakant, I can’t give you and

the investigation team the whole

time in the world. You have to come

up with some solid proof to prove

them guilty.

Ramakant is about to say something when Indran starts

speaking.

INDRAN

My Lord, sorry to interfere but...

Indran gets up from his place and approaches the judge with

a document in his hand. He gives it to the judge.

INDRAN

Me and my client were thinking for

a ’Narco Test’. I had a talk with

my client, Ahalya, and she is ready

to convince her father for the

test.

The judge checks the document and stops Indran mid-way.

JUDGE

Mr. Indran, a ’Narco Test’? Are you

sure about it.

INDRAN

Yes sir! He is ready to go through

any test to prove his innocence.

JUDGE

Yes, I get that!
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INDRAN

Sir! We demand a bail for Mr.

Brahmanandha.

The Prosecutor looks dumbstruck, he quickly gets up from his

seat.

PROSECUTOR

Objection my lord! Sir a bail is

completely out of question, this is

outrageous.

INDRAN

Sir, if the accused is not the

culprit then I think this is the

best way to prove it. The

investigation team is lagging

behind. Sir, I’ve done a bit of

research and worked on my case a

bit. Though it’s complicated, but

somethings I find fishy about the

investigation. There are no

eyewitnesses of the fact that my

client, Mr. Brahmanamdha was there

during the crime. My client, has a

very clean record sir. He has saved

a girl from acid attack. He has

worked as an informant for police

and has helped them to solve cases.

PROSECUTOR

That doesn’t qualify as a clean

chit my lord. Sir, my friend here

has very little idea about the

evidence we have.

INDRAN

Sir, all I say is police is yet to

gather enough evidence against my

client. And it is inhuman that he

has been kept behind the bars

without committing any crime.

PROSECUTOR

Outrageous!

Indran turns at the prosecutor.

INDRAN

Yes, it is sir. Unfortunately that

should be a word coming out of my

client’s mouth.
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PROSECUTOR

You are talking big for your shoe

you prick.

INDRAN

You want to try me?

The judge intervenes. Ahalya looks tensed.

JUDGE

Enough gentlemen, Mr.Indran, what

do you want?

INDRAN

I want a bail for my client sir.

That’s all.

The Prosecutor laughs at Indran’s statement.

PROSECUTOR

Bail? My Lord, before you take a

decision on that I would like to

present a video evidence of the

victim.

Indran and Ahalya are dumbstruck by the statement.

INDRAN

Video Evidence?

The prosecutor turns back to his desk and takes a large

envelope and approaches the judge. He hands over the

envelope to the judge.

JUDGE

Mr. Ramakant, and this video is

about?

PROSECUTOR

An initial statement by the victim.

Indran stands up and objects.

INDRAN

Sir, we didn’t get the chance to

review this video.

The judge raises his hand and gestures Indran to stop.

JUDGE

Get the projector and the screen.

We will review the video in court.
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The assistants of the judge get the technical people inside

the court who set the projector, the screen and the CD

player for them. The assistant enters the CD into the

player.

PROSECUTOR

Before you play it sir, I would

like to call Ms. Geetha Balika, to

come to dias and help us in

understanding the video. She is a

sign language expert.

JUDGE

Permission granted.

Indran and Ahalya look at each other. They both look lost. A

woman in her mid 30s come up to the dias. The judge’s

assistant plays the CD. The video starts with the victim in

a traumatized and in almost unconscious state talking to the

interrogators.

(In the video)

INTERROGATOR

Anamika, can you tell us who did

this?

The girl cries. A woman officer holds her hand firmly.

INTERROGATOR

Don’t worry, we are there with you.

You don’t have to be afraid. Just

tell us who did this and we will

make sure that they gt punished.

The woman officer carrases the child’s hair and gestures her

to tell. The semi-unconscious and exhausted girl uses sign

language to explain what happened to her.

GEETHA

I was coming back to my apartment

when, the man in beard and uniform

called me towards him. I knew him

very well. He gave me a chocolate.

He asked me to sit with him at the

roof and eat the chocolate. While

eating it I felt dizzy and sleepy.

Anamika starts crying. Then she speaks up,again.

GEETHA

When I woke up, I found my self

still on the roof. There were seven

(MORE)
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GEETHA (cont’d)

people trying to touch me

inappropriately.

The girl starts crying.

INTERROGATOR

Can you identify them?

The girl nods her head to say ’yes’. The girl then uses sign

language to explain the culprits and how they looked. Geetha

explains her sign language to the court.

GEETHA

The last man, was a man in beard

and in uniform. She says that she

knows him from beforehand and has

met him in the complex.

PROSECUTOR

This man is none other

than Brahmanandha my lord. The

details match with the accused

perfectly. She has identified the

photographs of the culprits as

well.

The assistant plays a second CD.

The girl is shown seven photographs. She identifies all of

them. One of them is Brahmanandha.

Indran and Ahalya are shell shocked. They are out of words.

PROSECUTOR

Sir, the girl has identified these

culprits right after the incident.

INDRAN

Sir, we had no idea about this

video. I would like to request for

a review of this video.

Judge looks at Indran with awe.

JUDGE

You still want to review this?

Ahalya is heart broken and looks depressed.
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INDRAN

Sir, I want a fair trail. I had no

idea about this evidence and

nothing was communicated to me.

Please give me two days.

The Judge looks at Indran.

JUDGE

Two days, that’s exactly what you

are getting, do you understand Mr.

Indran?

Indran nods his head.

JUDGE

The court is adjourned.

Indran and Ahalya look at each other. They look messed up nd

clueless. Ahalya is utterly depressed. She gets up from her

seat and slowly walks out of the court.

CUT TO

SCENE 47

EXT. OUTSIDE COURT- LATER

Ahalya and Indran walks down the corridor. They talk to each

other. Ahalya seems depressed and lost.

INDRAN

I’ve not got Mouni’s number from

Raghav yet, he is kind a...

Ahalya stops and stares at Indran.

AHALYA

Indran, what are we going to do

now?

Indran holds Ahalya’s hand.

INDRAN

Give me some time. Let me check the

video.

AHALYA

Did my father really do it?

Indran keeps mum for sometime. Ahalya looks for an answer

from Indran.
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INDRAN

Look if he has not done it, we will

surely get him out.

Ahalya puts her head down.

INDRAN

Ahalya, you have to be really

strong now. Whatever happens we

will know that we tried our best.

Ahalya nods her head to say ’yes’. She starts walking to

leave the premises.

INDRAN

I’ll try to get in touch with

Mouni. Don’t worry.

AHALYA

I believe him Indran. He can’t! He

can never do it. And if he has done

it....

Ahlya looks extremely depressed and walks out. Indran calls

her from behind.

INDRAN

Ahalya, Ahalya please.

Ahalya walks away and doesn’t stop.

CUT TO

SCENE 48

INT. INDRAN’S HOUSE-NIGHT

Indran rubs his forehead, he goes through the files. He then

grabs his mobile and calls Raghav. Indran waits for a

response from the other side. Raghav finally picks up the

phone.

RAGHAV

Tell me Indran!

INDRAN

Raghav, man I need your help. I

need Mouni’s number.
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RAGHAV

Didn’t I give you?

INDRAN

Come on Raghav, don’t act this

cranky. You know how our law works

correct?

Raghav smiles.

RAGHAV

How do you sleep in the night?

INDRAN

Raghav don’t give me that lecture.

Don’t you dare tell me that. I know

about the bribes you have taken,

the evidence you have tampered. You

have always bragged about it when

you were drunk.

RAGAV

Bloody bastard. You asshole.

INDRAN

Yeah man, I’m just doing my job.

The man might be innocent. And if

he is not I’ll leave the case. I

promise you. Now give the number.

Raghav keeps silent for sometime.

RAGHAV

I’m messaging you the number. And

remember I’m not giving it to you

because I’m afraid. Just do as you

promised right now. You get that?

Indran smiles.

INDRAN

Of course I’ll.

RAGHAV

Take care.

INDRAN

You too man.

Indran disconnects the call and looks at his laptop. He

takes out a CD from his bag and plays it on his laptop. He

studies the video evidence thoroughly. He plays the video in

loop, every time he sees the girl identifying Brahmanandha;
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his heart breaks. Indran notes down a few points, he stops

the video and goes through his law books. He looks clueless

and frustrated. He shuts off the laptop in anger.

CUT TO

SCENE 49

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Ahalya lies on her bed, her eyes are open. A drop of tear

rolls down her eyes. She breaks down and starts crying. Her

mother hears her daughter crying. She knocks on the door.

AARTI

Ahalya, are you Ok?

Ahalya ignores her mother and switches of the light. Aarti

notices the light being switched off. She looks at the door

with hopelessness and leaves.

CUT TO

SCENE 50

INT. COURT- DAY (FOURTH HEARING DATE)

A depressed and lost Indran arrives early at the court. He

looks extremely upset. He walks in to a court room where a

different case is going on. While going inside he crosses

path with few lawyers who pass him an angry look. Indran

avoids them and takes a seat in the audience space. He

notices that a petty case is going on. He closes his eyes

and thinks about his own case. The lawyer fighting the petty

case, calls a witness.

THE LAWYER

My Lord! I would like to call

Ajanta to the witness box.

JUDGE

Granted.

A drunk man, walks up to the witness box tip-toeing. He

somehow manages to reach the witness box.

THE LAWYER

Ajanta, tell me what you saw.
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AJANTA

He slapped the guy. And and....

I... saw... hmmm. huh.

The judge gets furious when he sees that the witness is

drunk.

JUDGE

Is this a joke, Jagdish. This

witness is clearly drunk and

intoxicated. We can’t take his

statement into account.

THE LAWYER

But sir he was present there during

the incident.

JUDGE

Do you want me to take actions

against your client, the witness

and you?

The lawyer nods his head to say ’no’. Indran opens his eyes

and looks at the proceedings in excitement.

JUDGE

You know the rules, no intoxicated

witness.

Indran walks out of the court and runs to the auto stand. He

takes and auto and calls up Ahalya.

INDRAN

Ahalya, be there at the court. I’ll

be a bit late.

AHALYA

What? Indran...

Indran stops her.

INDRAN

Just believe me Ahalya. I’ll be

back in no time.

Indran gets off the auto in front of the hospital.

CUT TO
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SCENE 51

INT. COURT- LATER

The court is waiting for Indran. The judge checks the watch.

Ahalya looks at her watch and the entry gate. The prosecutor

smiles. The clock hits 3pm.

JUDGE

Ms. Ahalya, do you have any idea

where your lawyer is?

Ahalya stands up.

AHALYA

No sir, he just asked me to inform

you that he is going to be late.

The prosecutor stands up.

PROSECUTOR

Sir, the guy has fled. He is just

trying to waste the court’s

valuable time by all this

theatrics. You should give your

decision my lord.

At that precise moment Indran enters the court.

INDRAN

I’m extremely sorry for the delay

my Lord. Please forgive me.

The judge looks genuinely upset.

JUDGE

Mr. Indran, your reaseon better be

strong enough or you will face the

consequences.

Indran smiles at the judge and comes forward.

INDRAN

Sir, I’ll not let you commit Sin.

I was at the hospital to check

Ankita’s medical report. And I’ve

got a copy with me out here. I

think this will help you sir.

Indran hands over the file to the judge’s assistant. The

judge checks the paper.
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JUDGE

What are you trying to say Indran,

be clear.

INDRAN

Sir is it possible to play the

video presented by Prosecution in

the last hearing?

JUDGE

Please go ahead.

The judge’s assistant gets the projector and screen ready.

The video is playe. Indran asks the operator to pause the

video at a certain place.

INDRAN

Sir, as per the medical report and

the video evidence we have, Anamika

was drugged during the incident.It

is a strong drug whose effect stays

in the user for more than ten

hours. As per the medical findings

and tests, the incident happened at

around 1.00pm. Anamika gave her

statement at around 2.30pm. She was

still under the influence of drug

when she gave her statement. Later

she was given an antidote and some

medical drugs to help her

recuperate. So she was still under

the inflence of drugs. Thus My

lord, her statement can’t be taken

into account. She was under the

influence of drugs.

PROSECUTOR

Have you lost your mind, you are

pointing fingers at the girl’s

integrity?

INDRAN

No, not at all. All I say is that

she can be wrong in identifying. Or

maybe she has identified the wrong

person. This can be a probability

sir, that too under the influence

of drugs. And if there is someone

who is still roaming around free,

then this won’t be a classic case

of justice. We would be

insulting the very base.

The judge looks at Indran.
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JUDGE

What do you want Mr. Indran?

INDRAN

Sir, we would like to go for a

’Narcho Test’. And I demand a bail

for my client.

PROSECUTOR

A bail is out of question my lord.

JUDGE

Bail denied.

INDRAN

Sir, atleast allow him to meet his

family twice a week. It will help

us in convincing him for the

’Narcho test’.

The judge looks awestruck.

JUDGE

You amaze me Mr. Indran. Plea

accepted. Brahmanandha can meet his

family twice a week. Court

adjourned.

Ahalya jumps up with joy. Indran looks rejuvanated. The two

look at each other. Ahalya approaches Indran and hugs him.

AHALYA

Thank you Indran. Thank you.

A drop of tear trickles down Ahalya’s cheek.

CUT TO

INTERVAL POINT

SCENE 52

INT. POLICE STATION- DAY

Ahalya signs a register and enters the visiting area. A

constable leads Ahalya to the transition point. While

following the Constable Ahalya notices the depressive

environment of the jail. The dirty walls and the floors

makes Ahalya sick. She crosses a washroom which is extremely

dirty and smells of dead rats. Ahalya takes out a
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handkerchief from her purse and puts it on her nose. The

constable makes Ahalya sit in a room. Ahalya notices few

other visitors talking to their relatives who are serving

their term. Most of them looks depressed. The constable

makes Ahalya sit at a corner.

CONSTABLE

Be here.

The constable leaves the room. Ahalya check the time on her

wrist watch and then goes through her mobile. She notices a

message from Indran.

MESSAGE

Tried calling you but your phone is

out of reach. I’ve managed to get

in touch with Mouni’s father. He is

not ready to come, but I’m trying

to convince him.

She keeps the mobile back and continues checking the door

from where the criminals and accuseds walk into the visiting

room. She looks around once again to realize that even a

healthy and hearty person can turn sick in this place. Just

then a constable comes in with Brahmanandha. Ahalya stands

up. Tears trickle down her eyes. Brahmanandha cries as well.

He approaches Ahalya. Ahalya hugs him, they stand at their

place for sometime and shed tears. Aahlya touches her father

with her hand. She checks the bruises on his face.

AHALYA

Are you eating properly?

Brahmanandha nods his head to say yes.

BRAHMANANDHA

How is your mother doing? Is she

fine? I’m unable to sleep without

her.

Ahalya is initially silent and then she speaks up.

AHALYA

She is doing ok. I need to talk

about something dad. And you have

to be sure about what you say. Do

you get that.

Brahmanandha is quiet for sometime. He nods his head to say

yes.
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BRAHMANANDHA

Tell me.

AHALYA

Dad, what happened? You can be

honest with me.

Brahmanandha breaks down. Tears flow down his eyes. Ahalya

tries to stop him but his tears continue to flow.

BRAHMANANDHA

I did nothing Ahaya. You believe me

right?

Ahalya keeps mum. She simply nods her head and watches her

father closely.

BRAHMANANDHA

I was busy with my work. You know

me. I haven’t seen the girl for

days. I can’t do this. She is just

a kid.

AHALYA

I know dad.

BRAHMANANDHA

Are they out of their heads. What’s

my age? Believe me Ahalya I did

nothing. I’ve repeated myself to

the officers again and again but

they won’t listen to me.

AHALYA

I believe you dad. I do. I know you

are not capable of such a henious

crime.

Ahalya holds Brahmanandha’s hands firmly.

AHALYA

We have filed a petition for a

’Narco Test’.

Brahmanandha looks a bit surprised.

BRAHMANANDHA

Narco Test?

AHALYA

Yes, its basically a drug test.

They will drug you and then ask you

some questions about the incident.
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Brahmanandha starts crying.

AHALYA

Dad, you have to be strong please.

This is the best way to prove your

innocence. The girl is yet to

recover and is hardly talking.

Everything depends you dad.

Brahmanandha closes his eyes, a drop of tear accumlates in

his eyelid. Ahalya comes closer and wipes off the tear from

his eyes.

AHALYA

DAD!

BRAHMANANDHA

Yes, yes.

AHALYA

Are you ok with the test? This is

the best way to prove that you are

not guilty. You get that right?

Brahmanandha sits up.

BRAHMANANDHA

I get it! Do you think this will

work?

AHALYA

Of course it will, you can trust me

dad. You have nothing to be afraid

of. We should immediately go for

the test.

Brahmanandha nods his head to say yes. Ahalya looks at her

father for sometime and gets up. She caresses her hand on

Brahmanandha’s hair.

AHALYA

I’ll be back soon dad. Take care.

BRAHMANANDHA

You take care of your mom, she

needs you.

Ahalaya nods her head and walks out of the room.

Brahmanandha watches her leaving.

CUT TO



88.

SCENE 53

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- EARLY MORNING (PAST)

Ahalya stares outside the window, every passing vehicle

excites her. Ahalya checks at the time and continues looking

outside.

She grabs her phone and starts calling Vasisht’s friends.

The numbers come switched off or out of reached. A concerned

Ahalya sits down on the floor. She overhears her father’s

voice. She quickly moves out to find his father entering the

house after his night shift. Brahmanandha opens his formal

shoes and sit on a chair.

Ahalya comes and stands in front of him. Brahmanandha is a

bit surprised.

BRAHMANANDHA

Aren’t yo up a bit early today?

Ahalya breaks down into tears. Brahmanandha approaches her

and hugs her.

BRAHMANANDHA

Hey what happened? Is everything

fine?

AHALYA

Dad, Vasisht has been away all

night. I permitted him to go out

with his friends, but then he never

returned.

Brahmanandha is dumbstruck.

BRAHMANANDHA

Did you call his friends?

Brahmanandha takes out his mobile.

AHALYA

I called everyone dad. I’ve been

calling them since the last three

hours. Their phones are coming

either switched off or out of

reach...

Ahalya breaks down into tears.
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AHALYA

It’s all my fault dad, I let him go

and now. Where is he?

Brahmanandha holds his daughter.

BRAHMANANDHA

Stop crying! It’s not your fault.

If someone is to be held accounted,

it’s Vasisht himself. And no one

else.

Brahmanandha walks towards the entrance of the house.

BRAHMANANDHA

Don’t worry I’ll find him.

Ahalya stares at her father leaving the house. Her mother

walks in to find Brahmanadha leaving. She call Brahmanandha

from behind.

AARTI

Nandha, Nandha.

CUT TO

SCENE 54

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY (PRESENT)

Ahalya sits in her room, a drop of tear rolls down her eyes.

She drinks water from a bottle when her mother enters the

room.

AARTI

How’s your father?

Ahalya stares at her mother for sometime.

AARTI

Are you ok? Is your dad...

Ahalya stops her before completing her sentence.

AHALYA

He is fine mom, don’t worry.

AARTI

What’s the matter then?
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AHALYA

Nothing. Dad has to take a ’Narco

Test’.

AARTI

Macro? what’s that?

Ahalya smiles.

AHALYA

It’s not Macro, it’s "Narco Test".

It’s a drug test kind a thing.

AARTI

Drugs? Your father never had liquor

in his entire life, and you say

drugs.

AHALYA

Mom, I’ll make you understand some

other day.

Aarti stares at Ahalya.

AHALA

Can you get me a cup of coffee?

AARTI

Ok.

Aarti gets up from her place.

AARTI

Is he eating properly?

Ahalya looks at Aarti and silently nods her head.

CUT TO

SCENE 55

INT./EXT. JAIL CELL/POLICE JEEP- AFTERNOON

Brahmanandha sit inside his cell. He stares blankly outside

the cell. A sound of footsteps grabs his attention.

Brahmanandha discovers two constables approaching towards

him. Brahmanandha slowly gets up from his place as the

constables walk in.
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CONSTABLE

Let’s go.

Brahmanandha nods his head.

The constable leads him through the corridor. Brahmanandha

hears a faint shout of a huge crowd outside the jail. The

constables looks at him.

CONSTABLE

People are angry, rapist! Why don’t

you just accept.

Brahmanandha nods his head in disappointment.

BRAHMANANDA

I’ve done nothing. I’ve told you a

thousand time.

The constables laugh at Brahmanandha.

CONSTABLE

We have seen thousands like you.

Let’s go. You are lucky that we are

not pushing you to this crowd.

Constable shows Brahmanandha a huge crowd outside the jail.

The crowd voice out slogans against the rapists. They are

holding sticks and candles.

CROWD

Capital punishment for the rapist.

Kill them all. Kill them all.

The crowd burns a dummy of the rapists. Brahmanandha watches

thenangry crowd and tremble in fear. The officer-in-charge

approaches the constables.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Don’t bring him out till we clear

this crowd.

CONSTABLE

Yes sir.

The officer turns around and reaches his team who try to

clear the crowd. Brahmanandha watches the entire ordeal and

is dumbstruck. The constable smiles at Brahmanandha, who is

extremely tensed.

CONSTABLE

Should I throw you in there.
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BRAHMANANDHA

No.

The constables laugh. The police team clears the crowd.

Brahmanandha is almost dragged to the jeep. The crowd throws

stones at Brahmanandha and one of them manages to hit his

head. Brahmanandha bleeds badly. The constables get him

inside the jeep. The jeep slowly drives away.

CUT TO

SCENE 56

EXT./INT. HOSPITAL- LATER

A cab stops in front of the hospital. Ahalya comes out of

the cab and pays the driver. She looks at the hospital. She

notices an empty police jeep standing outside the hospital.

She walks past it and slowly moves into the hospital. She

walks up to the reception.

AHALYA

Ma’am, can you tell me, to which

floor Mr. Brahmanandha has been

taken to.

THE RECEPTIONIST

Brhmanandha the rapist? Are you

from the press.

Ahalya keeps silent for sometime and then speaks.

AHALYA

No, I’m from the legal team.

The receptionist smiles.

THE RCEPTIONIST

2nd floor ma’am.

Ahalya is disgusted, she takes the lift and goes up.

Brahmanandha gets a pre-check. A nurse injects a medicene in

his arm.

The police team waits outside the room where the check-up is

going on. Ahalya walks in and stands in front of the room.

The constables stare at Ahalya.
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CONSTABLE

Rapist’s daughter.

Ahalya ignores the comment and walks up and goes to the

officer-in-charge who is sitting at a place.

AHALYA

How much time will it take?

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Not much. But we have to wait for

the test results.

Ahalya nods her head and sits beside the officer.

After some time a nrse approaches the officer. She comes and

stands near the officer.

NURSE

Sir, the results are here. The

doctor wants to meet you.

Ahalya has a look of concern on her face.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Is there any problem.

The nurse pauses for a moment and then speaks up.

NURSE

That’s why he is calling you.

CUT TO

SCENE 57

INT. DOCTOR’S CHAMBER- LATER

The doctor and the officer are sitting across each other.

The doctor discusses the test results with the officer.

DOCTOR

Look, the problem is you can’t

perform a ’Narco Test’ on him.

The officer is extremely disappointed. He looks back at the

doctor.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

We don’t have any other option? Are

you sure about it?
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DOCTOR

I’m certain sir. The test might be

fatal for him.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Goodness gracious.

CUT TO

SCENE 58

INT. GENERAL WARD- LATER

An angry Ahalya enters the ward and walks up straight to her

father. Brahmanandha is a bit surprised by the way Ahalya

approaches him.

AHALYA

Why? Why would you do that with me?

Brahmanandha keeps his head low.

BRAHMANANDHA

I had no option. We were already

having a lot of problems. Didn’t

wanted to put you in pressure.

Ahalya looks disgusted.

AHALYA

Dad, you had a heart surgery and

you never cared to tell us. Why? I

could have helped you. Now you are

huding this thing from me.

Congratulations, the ’Narco Test’

is out of question and so is your

chance to prove your innocence.

A drop of tear rolls down Brahmanandha’s eyes.

BRAHMANANDA

I’m really sorry Ahalya. Please

help me, what will I do?

AHALYA

Dad, it’s simple be honest with us.

We have to find a way out dad.

Ahalya sits near Brahmanandha and holds his hand.
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AHALYA

Let me check, what can be done.

Brahmanandha puts his head down in disappointment.

CUT TO

SCENE 59

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- AFTERNOON

Ahalya and Indran sits at the sofa in the dining hall and

talk to each other. Ahalya looks concerned and worried.

AHALYA

Indran, we need to get in touch

with my father’s employers.

Indran keeps quiet for sometime before reacting.He drinks

water from the bottle kept in front of him on the table.

INDRAN

The Security agency is not

responding Ahalya. It seems that

they are not interested in your

father’s fate. They want their name

to be cleared that’s it.

Ahalya shakes her head in disgust.

AHALYA

My father has given his everything

to this company. How can hey do

that?

INDRAN

You can’t blame them Ahalya. They

are playing safe right now. They

have already chuked off your

father’s name from the payroll.

AHALYA

Did you get through Mouni’s family?

INDRAN

They are not picking up my call.

Ahalya looks disgusted.
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AHALYA

Damn it!

At that precise moment a glass breaking sound grabs both

Ahalya and Indran’s attention. The two quickly get up and

follow the sound which came from the kitchen. They find

Aarti sitting at a corner and sobbing. There are utensils

lying on the floor. Ahalya notices the window of the kitchen

broken. Ahalya slowly approaches Aarti. Aarti is holding a

white crumbled paper in her hand. She gives the crumbled

paper to Ahalya. Ahalya takes the paper and reads it.

AHALYA

Leave the locality or we will burn

down the rapist’s house.

Ahalya quickly gets up and looks through the window. She

finds no one there. She turns around towards her mother and

holds her tight.

AHALYA

Don’t worry, we will sort it out.

AARTI

How Ahalya? The ’Narco Test’ is

also cancelled. How will Brahma

prove his innocence. I’m going to

hang myself if your father is

punished. I can’t live like this.

Ahalya stares at her mother for a while. Indran notices

something at the entrance and walks toward the gate. He

finds Akshara entering the house. She is drenched in tears.

Indran notices that Akshara’s clothes are torn. Indran

quickly approaches Akshara.

INDRAN

Ahalya, out here fast.

Ahalya rushes out to the main gate to find Akshara shivering

in fear. Ahalya holds Akshara tight. Aarti comes out of the

kitchen and approaches Akshara as well.

AHALYA

Who did this?

Akshara keeps mum.

AHALYA

Akshara, who did this?!

Akshara looks up at her elder sister.
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AKSHARA

My friends di, they didn’t want me

to be a part of the game. When I

asked them why, they tore my

clothes and told me that my father

did this to another girl. And they

don’t want to be friends with

someone like that.

Akshara breaks down into tears.

AKSHARA

What did Dad do? Is it my fault?

Aarti rushes to Akshara and hugs her.

AARTI

It’s not your fault child. It’s not

your fault. The phase will pass

away child. Don’t worry.

Ahalya looks at her mother and sister for a while. Akshara

continues crying as Aarti holds her tight. A drop of tear

rolls down her cheeks. Indran comes near Ahalya and holds

her hands firmly.

INDRAN

I’m there with you and you will get

through this I promise.

Ahalya is silent.

INDRAN

You guys can stay at my place for

the time being. It would be safe

for you people.

Ahalya looks at Indran.

AHALYA

I’m not gonna leave my house

Indran. It’s not our fault. We will

fight the case from here. I want to

see how it ends.

Indran is awestruck by Ahalya’s statement. He gets up and

walks up to the entrance.

INDRAN

I’ll leave for the day Ahalya. But

I’m always there for you. My house

is always open to your family. Let

me know if you change your

decisiom.
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Indran slowly walks out of the house as Ahalya watches on.

CUT TO

SCENE 60

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Ahalya works on her laptop as Akshara sleeps beside her. She

goes through her friendlist on Facebook. She searches for a

Kiran. Kiran is Ahalya’s batchmate. She goes through her

profile when she notices a photograph of her friend and

batchmate, Meera’s engagement ceremony. Ahalya realises that

Meera is getting married the next day. She rubs her head

with her hand.

AHALYA

Oh God, I completely forgot.

She gets up from her place and searches the drawer of her

Almirah. She takes out a wedding invitation card from the

drawer and checks out the address of the venue. She comes

back to her laptop and searches Kiran’s profile and gets her

mobile number. She calls Kiran but no one responds. Ahalya

realises that it is 12.30am in the night. She quickly

disconnects the call. She keeps the mobile aside and lies

down beside Akshara.

CUT TO

SCENE 61

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- DAY

Ahalya wakes up in her bed. Akshara is not beside her. She

slowly gets up from her bed. She gets ready and walks out of

the house when something grabs her attention. Ahalya’s

expression changes as soon as she discovers the thing. On

the wall of her house it is written, ’Burn the rapist and

his family’. Ahalya is disgusted. She turns around and looks

at the road and the shops near by. The entire scenario makes

Ahalya extremely furious.

CUT TO
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SCENE 62

EXT./ INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya walks up to a paint shop near by and buys a white

paint. She walks back to her house with anger on her face.

She takes out an old brush from the small store room on the

roof of her house and comes back to the exrerior part of the

entrance. She then slowly paints the graphiti on the wall of

her house. While painting she gets extremely upset and

disturbed with the entire incident. She gets furious and

angry and throws the paint bucket on the road.

Ahalya looks extremely angry and vengeful. She angrily walks

into her room and closes the door behind her.

CUT TO

SCENE 63

EXT. MARRIAGE HALL- NIGHT

Ahalya gets off the cab and walks slowly towards the

marriage hall. She notices Meera’s father standing at the

entry point of the marriage hall. He greets every guest who

comes in. Ahalya notices Kiran walking into the hall.

Meera’s father greets her. Ahalya walks faster towards the

hall to talk to Kiran. As Ahalya reaches the entry point she

is stopped by Meera’s father. The facial reaction of Meera’s

father changes instantly. His face turns red.

MEERA’S FATHER

You are not allowed here girl.

Kiran who is on his way to the reception hall turns back on

listening this statement. Ahalya’s facial reaction changes

as well. She turns pale.

AHALYA

But why uncle?

Before Ahalya ends, Meera’s father speaks out.

MEERA’S FATHER

You really have guts! Look I don’t

want my child’s wedding to turn

inauspicious.

Ahalya is taken aback.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 100.

AHALYA

I? What did I do?

MEERA’S FATHER

You dare to ask me what you did?

Your father has raped a child and

you are fighting for that rapist to

come out of prison. Don’t you feel

ashamed?

Ahalya lowers her head down and notices that Kiran is

warching her.

MEERA’S FATHER

How could you just think that you

are invited to my daughter’s

wedding. Just get out of this place

and never show your face. Stay away

fom my daughter. Do you get that.

Father is rapist, brother is a

killer and you want me to greet

you? Get out of here you bitch!

Ahalya breaks down into tears. She turns around and leaves

the place immediately.

MEERA’S FATHER

Good riddance.

Another guest comes forward, Meera’s father greets him.

MEERA’S FATHER

Mr. Joy, please come in.

Kiran watches Ahalya running away. She feels sorry.

CUT TO

SCENE 64

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya sits on the roof of her house and continues crying.

She drinks water from a bottle kept nearby and reminisces

about Vasisht.

CUT TO
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SCENE 65

INT. POLICE STATION- DAY (PAST)

Brahmanandha and Ahalya enters the police station. Both of

them look tensed and stressed out. They walk up to the

officer-in-charge sitting in his cabin. Brahmanandha knocks

on the door.

BRAHMANANDHA

Sir, may I come in? I got a call...

Before Brahmanandha finishes the officer gestures him to

come inside his cabin.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Brahmanandha? Right?

BRAHMANANDHA

Yes sir, Vasisht’s father.

The officer-in-charge gestures him and Ahalya to sit on the

chairs in front of him.

BRAHMANANDA

Sir, did you get any news about my

son’s whereabouts? My wife is

extremely worried.

The officer-in-charge smiles. He takes the paper weight from

the desk and plays with it.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Your son is not missing

Brahmanandha.

Brahmanandha and Ahalya appear surprised.

BRAHMANANDHA

Did you find him?

The officer shakes his head and continues smiling.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Are you joking with me? You Jerk!

The officer’s eyes turn red.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Do you think we are fools?
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BRAHMANANDHA

Sir, I’m really not getting you.

Where is my son?

The officer-in-charge gets up from his chair.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Do you know Girish?

Brahmanandha is a bit surprised but Ahalya seems to know the

name very well.

BRAHMANANDHA

Girish, who?

AHALYA

Girish is Vasisht’s friend.

The officer smiles.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

You are correct child. Well Girish

surrendered to us yesterday. The

day your son went missing, these

guys went on a drive. They were

drunk. Vasisht was driving the car

and he crushed a pregnant lady

under the wheels. Both the lady and

her unborn child are dead.

Brahmanandha and Ahalya’s face turns pale.

BRAHMANANDHA

But sir...

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

He is not missing Brahmanandha, he

is absconding. Girish told him to

surrender but he has ran away.

BRAHMANANDHA

This can’t be true sir. He is not

like that.

OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

Mr. Brahmanandha, your son could

have surrendered or help the lady.

But he did’nt. The lady was heavily

injured and lied on the roads

unattended for a hour and a half.

She was alive till then Sir. Your

son could have saved her. But he

decided to run away.
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AHALYA

It’s all my fault.

Ahalya breaks down into tears. Brahmanandha hugs her tight.

Ahalya sobs heavily.

CUT TO

SCENE 66

EXT. ROOF- NIGHT (PRESENT)

Ahalya’s eyes appear wet. She drinks the water from the

bottle when her mobile rings. Ahalya notices that Kiran is

calling her. She immediately picks up the call.

AHALYA

Hello!

KIRAN

Hello, Ahalya? This is Kiran. I got

a call from your number. How are

you?

Ahalya looks hopeful.

AHALYA

Hey, thank you so much for calling

back. Can we meet tomorrow. I

really need some help and

suggestion from your side.

Ahalya listens carefully.

AHALYA

That’s absolutely fine with me. I

understan.

Ahalya looks a bit hopeful.

CUT TO

SCENE 67
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INT. CAFE- MORNING

Ahalya and Indran wait in a cafe. Ahalya looks anxious and

checks her watch frequently. Indran notices that Ahalya

looks restless. Indran tries to talk out with Ahalya.

INDRAN

Calm down.

Ahalya stops checking her watch and smiles at Indran. Kiran

walks in to the cafe. Ahalya stands up with a bright smile

on her face. Kiran notices Ahalya and approches the table.

AHALYA

Thak you for coming Kiran it means

a lot.

KIRAN

It’s ok.

Kiran passes a reluctant smile.

AHALYA

Please sit.

Kiran sits down.

AHALYA

This is my Lawyer, Indran.

Indran stretches his arm and shakes hand with Kiran.

KIRAN

Hello.

INDRAN

Hello.

AHALYA

Would you like to have coffee?

Kiran looks around and then looks back at Ahalya.

KIRAN

You said you need my help. What

help do you want?

Ahalya takes a deep brearh and then speaks out.

AHALYA

It’s about my father.

Kiran nods her head in disgust.
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KIRAN

Ahalya, I can’t help you in that

matter. I’m not against you, but

I’m not standing for your father.

And any way, how can I help you in

this matrer?

AHALYA

Kiran, give me a chance...

Ahalya looks at her in a pleading way.

AHALYA

You are an expert in sign language

right?

KIRAN

I’m.

AHALYA

You have to explain a video to me.

KIRAN

Is it the victim’s video?

INDRAN

Yes, it is. A video in which she is

identifying the culprits. You just

need to verify what she is saying.

Kiran gets up from her chair.

KIRAN

Are you guys crazy? You are

doubting the integrity of a child.

For goodness sake, Ahalya!

AHALYA

Kiran, I’m a woman too and I

empathize with Anamika. But my

father is innocent. Kiran I request

you to watch this video. Just once.

If you feel that my father is not

innocent then I’ll accept it.

Ahalya takes out a file from her side bag and keeps it on

the table. Kiran checks out the file. The file consists of

Brahmanandha’s medical reports and some of Ahalya’s

findings.

AHALYA

As per the victim’s statement, the

culprits were drenched in alcohol

(MORE)
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AHALYA (cont’d)
and they were comoletely drunk. My

father is not an alcoholic. He had

a bypass surgery few years back and

too much alcohol can be fatal for

him.He even agreed to go for a

’Narco Test’ but he was denied from

being tested for the same reason.

Kiran looks at Ahalya awestruck. She slowly sits down.

AHALYA

The police has no solid evidence

against my father, Kiran. He is the

only person who has not accepted

the allegations. The rest of them

accepted as soon as they were

caught.

Kiran looks at Ahalya. She stretches her arm.

KIRAN

Show me the videos.

Indran quickly takes out his laptop from the bag and

switches it on for Kiran to study it.

INDRAN

I’ve saved it in my laptop.

Kiran studies the two videos one by one. Indran and Ahalya

closely looks at Kiran. Kiran notes down a few things on the

notepad. After watching the videos she looks at Ahalya and

Indran.

KIRAN

Ahalya, as per the statement the

culprit is a man in uniform. The

man lives in the same complx.

AHALYA

Same complex?

KIRAN

Yes, that’s what she is saying. He

was completely drunk.

AHALYA

My father doesn’t stay there, he is

an employee.

Kiran thinks for sometime and speaks out.
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KIRAN

It is possible that this man has

similar physical features, like

your father. May be he is also a

man who stays in uniform. The beard

thing is pretty common now a days.

Ahalya’s eyes light up.

AHALYA

So you are saying that the man is

from the same complex?

KIRAN

Of course Ahalya.

Kiran holds Ahalya’s hands firmly.

KIRAN

I feel she is talking of someone

else and not your father. As for

the video in which she is

identifying the photographs, she

totaly appears drugged. I don’t

think that should be considered as

a statement.

AHALYA

Thank you so much for your help

Kiran. It means a lot.

KIRAN

Stay strong girl. I’m there with

you.

Kiran passes a smile at Ahalya. They get up and hug each

other.

CUT TO

SCENE 68

INT. SECURITY AGENCY OFFICE- DAY

Ahalya and Indran are waiting at the reception of the

security agency Brahmanandha worked in. Ahalya is wearing a

fake spectacle and they sit quietly at a corner. The

receptionist gets a call on her intercom.
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RECEPTIONIST

Yes Sir? Sure Sir, I’ll send them

in immediately.

The receptionist then turns toward Ahalya and Indran.

RECEPTIONIST

Ms. Gomes, Mr. Prasad, you can go

in.

AHALYA

Thank you.

Ahalya and Indran get up and walk in to the Agency owner’s

cabin. There is a name plate on the door of the cabin which

says ’Mr. Harjeet Singh’. The two slowly enter the cabin and

close the door behind them.

Mr. Singh gets up to greet Ahalya and Indran inside.

MR. SINGH

Welcome Ms. Gomes and Mr. Prasad.

Please have a seat.

INDRAN

Thank You.

Indran and Ahalya both sit down.

MR. SINGH

So how can we help you?

Ahalya opens her specs and starts talking to Mr. Singh.

AHALYA

Mr. Singh, We are here to seek a

bit of help from you.

Mr. Singh is confused. He feels as if he has seen Ahalya

somewhere.

MR. SINGH

Ma’am, have I seen you somewhere.

Ahalya smiles and answers back.

AHALYA

Of course you have seen me sir, I’m

Brahmanandha’s daughter. You were

declining our calls so we had to

take this step and sneak into your

office as probable clients.

Mr.Singh is dumbstruck. He smiles stupidly.
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MR. SINGH

This is a joke right?

INDRAN

No this is not sir. We want a help

from you and you are gonna provide

us with some important information.

This is really important and it’s

about getting justice for a small

girl. If you don’t help us then a

culprit will roam free on the road

looking for his next victim and an

innocent old man will suffer for

his crime.

Mr. Singh gets a bit serious.

MR. SINGH

What do you guys want?

Ahalya takes out a file from her bag.

AHALYA

I want the details of the employees

you have hired and also it would be

really helpful if you can tell us

the names of your staffs who live

in the staff quarters of Premium

complex.

MR. SINGH

I’ll get it. Give me some time.

Mr. Singh takes out his mobile and dials a number.

MR. SINGH

Farroqi, yes. Get me the employee

details in my cabin... Not later, I

want it now. It’s important.

Mr. Singh disconnects the call and turns toward Ahalya.

MR. SINGH

Ma’am, your father was a very

dedicated staff but we can’t keep

him in our agency any more. Not

till the time he proves himself

innocent. We are being heavily

pressurized from all sides. I hope

you understand ma’am.

Ahalya passes a smile.
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AHALYA

Yes I understand Mr. Singh. We as

employees give our everything to a

company but an incident which is

yet to be proven can take away your

everything. Don’t worry sir we are

acquainted to everything.

MR. SINGH

You are getting me wrong ma’am.

INDRAN

How far are the details Mr.Singh?

MR. SINGH

He would be here any moment now.

Just then a knock on the door grabs everyone’s attention in

the room.

MR. SINGH

Come in.

A tall and thin man enters the cabin with two set of files.

MAN

This is outrageous. Why do you need

this shit now?

MR. SINGH

Farooqi, please. Stop it. We have

serious problems out here.

FAROOQI

You and your ever exsisting

problems.

Farooqi leaves the cabin. Mr. Singh hands over the file to

Ahalya. Ahalya flips the pages of the file and gives a

cursory look.

AHALYA

Can we get a copy of the file?

MR. SINGH

Sure Ma’am.

Mr. Singh gets up from his chair and opens the door of his

cabin.

MR. SINGH

Farooqi, I need your help again.

CUT TO
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SCENE 69

INT. INDRAN’S HOUSE-LATER

Indran and Ahalya goes though the copies of the staff list.

They segregate the staffs according to their looks and

physical features. They check the staffs who live in the

premium complex staff quarters.

INDRAN

This guard, Laxman has a bit of

similarity with your father.

Ahalya takes the copy of the form in her hand and takes a

close look.

AHALYA

No, he is too young. The man’s age

is over 45. This guy is way

thinner.

Indran picks up another copy of a form.

INDRAN

These staffs went on a leave day

before the incident.

Ahalya takes a closer look.

AHALYA

These guys look nothing like my

father.

INDRAN

That’s true. Seems like a roadblock

situation for us.

Something strikes Ahalya.

AHALYA

You said roadblock correct?

Indran is a bit shocked with Ahalya’s reaction.

INDRAN

Yeah...

AHALYA

Indran what if the uniform is

related to something else. Like a

police officer or an Army officer

may be? May be he is a resident of

Premium complex.
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INDRAN

It’s possible Ahalya. Someone who

lives in that building.

Indran and Ahalya look at each other.

CUT TO

SCENE 70

INT. PRISONER’S MEETING ROOM- AFTERNOON

Brahmanandha sits in front of Ahalya and talks to her. He

looks better.

BRAHMANANDHA

I’m a bit worried about your mom.

Akshara and you are born fighters.

I know you guys will take care of

her.

Brahmanandha smiles at Ahalya. He then slowly comes close to

Ahalya

BRAHMANNDHA

How is the girl?

AHALYA

She is better now.

Brahmanandha puts his head dowm. He then looks at Ahalya.

BRAHMANANDA

I really can’t believe that this

thing happened to her. She is such

a beautiful kid. What a waste.

Ahalya holds Brahmanandha’s hands firmly. A drop of tear

rolls down Brahmanandha’s cheek.

AHALYA

Calm down dad, she will recover

soon.

BRAHMANANDHA

How are her parents? How are they

doing.??

Ahalya thinks before replying.
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AHALYA

Yeah, they are trying too. But the

difference is that they want to see

you suffer.

BRAHMANANDHA

Yeah, I understand. I completely

understand...

Brahmanandha starts crying.

BRAHMANANDA

What did I do to deserve all this

Ahalya? How could they even think?

Ahalya intervenes. She consoles Brahmanandha.

AHALYA

Do you know anyone from premium

complex who is an officer? Someone

from Army may be.

BRAHMANANDA

Can be. But I’ve never seen any

officer. We did have a list but

since I was made the head guard I

hardly managed resident’s

complaints. Unfortunately I’ve no

idea if there is an officer there.

A lot of people have rented out

their apartments and left the

place.

Something strikes Brahmanandha’s mind.

BRAHMANANDHA

Ok, there is a lady constable who

stays in the same complex. She is

pretty close to me and probably she

can help you with this. Her name is

Vimla.

AHALYA

Vimla?

BRAHMANANDHA

She is a very kind soul. We bonded

really well with each other.

Brahmanandha thinks for sometime.
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BRAHMANANDA

Ahalya! There is a small box in my

room which belongs to her. Can you

give it to her.

Ahalya looks a bit surprisd.

AHALYA

Small Box?

BRAHMANANDA

Yes, it’s her box. She brought me

Chicken Vindaloo in that one day.

Ahalya looks at Brahmananda.

CUT TO

SCENE71

EXT. / INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE/ NEAR PREMIUM COMPLEX- EVENING

A woman in police uniform steps down from the bus. She walks

slowly towards the premium apartments. Her phone starts

ringing. She takes out her mobile and sees that it’s an

unknown number. She recieves the call.

WOMAN

Hello!

AHALYA

Hello! Is this Ms. Vimla Srinath?

The woman checks the incoming number once again. She doesn’t

recognise it.

VIMLA

Who is it?

AHALYA

Ma’am this is Ahalya,

Brahmanandha’s daughter...

VIMLA

Brahma’s daughter? I’m really sorry

about your father dear.

AHALYA

Actually I want your help.
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VIMLA

Tell me dear, what help do you

want?

AHALYA

Can we meet? I would like to

discuss the matter with you. And I

also need to give you back your

box.

VIMLA

My box?

Ahalya holds a box which is gift wrapped in her hand and

takes a look at it.

AHALYA

Probably its a gift.

VIMLA

A gift? Neber mind, Ahalya I stay

in the same complex where your dad

worked. Premium Apartments.

AHALYA

Should I come there?

VIMLA

No, don’t come in the apartments.

People out here know you and might

create a ruckus.

AHALYA

Then?

VIMLA

Let’s meet at the restaurant beside

our apartments. It’s called Kimlee.

AHALYA

Kimlee Restaurant it is then.

VIMLA

Tomorrow, at five then.

AHALYA

Five is good.

VIMLA

See you.

Vimla disconnects the phone. Ahalya thinks hard.

CUT TO
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SCENE 72

INT. KIMLEE RESTAURANT- EVENING

Ahalya takes out the box from her bag and hands it over to

Vimla. Vimla unwraps the box and smiles.

VIMLA

Typical Brahma. Your father is a

very accomodating man Ahalya. Very

helpful!

A bright smile appears on Ahalya’s face.

VIMLA

Tell me, how can I help you?

AHALYA

Do you think my father can commit

such a henios crime.

VIMLA

Of course not, someone is probably

framing him. I’ve known Brahma for

many yars now. He can never do a

thing like this.

Ahalya thinks for sometime and then speaks out.

AHALYA

Do you know any officer...?

At the very precise moment Ahalya notices Vishwam talking to

a man just outside the restaurant. Ahalya is a bit

surprised. She notices that the man Vishwam is talking has

striking physical similarity with her father. Vimla turns

around and looks at the direction Ahalya is looking.

VIMLA

What’s the matter dear?

AHALYA

Who is that man?

Ahalya points out the man Vishwam is talking to.

VIMLA

That’s inspector Gautam. in fact he

lives in the same apartment. Bloody

rascal.

Ahalya is a bit surprised.
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AHALYA

Inspector Gautam lives in the same

apartment?

VIMLA

In fact he is a neighbour to the

victim. He stays on rent. At times

I think why did’nt this man got

caught?

AHALYA

Is there a problem?

VIMLA

He is not a good man dear. I

wouldn’t have been surprised if he

was caught for the crime. Once he

tried to force himself on me. He

gave me a surprise visit to my

apartment when I was alone. I

somehow managed to restrict him and

force him out of my flat. Pure

devil. Even his wife left him.

Ahalya listens to Vimla carefully and clicks Gautam’s photo

with her mobile camera secretly.

CUT TO

SCENE 73

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya discusses her finding with Indran. She shows him the

pictures she has clicked.

AHALYA

What do you think?

INDRAN

Yes, he looks pretty similar. Like

a doppleganger.

AHALYA

Moreover he is the victim’s

neighbour and a police officer.

Indran jumps up with joy.
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INDRAN

He fits the rapist’s description

perfectly.

AHALYA

We need to track him down and

collect evidence Indran.

INDRAN

We will do it Ahalya.

Indran holds Ahalya’s hands firmly.

AHALYA

We should keep a track of his

movement.

Indran nods his head to show his approval.

CUT TO

SCENE 74

EXT. WITNESS’S HOUSE/ ROAD- DAY/EVENING

Ahalya and Indran keep an eye on the premium apartments.

After sometime they find Gautam coming out of his apartment

in his bike and going somewhere. Ahalya and Indran

immediately get a yellow cab and follows Gautam.

AHALYA

Where are you going Gautam?

Gautam stops his bike near an old building and goes in.

Indran and Ahalya asks the cab to wait. They quicly come out

of the cab and slowly approaches the building. They notice

Gautam talking to Ganga, a witness.

INDRAN

Why is he talking to the witness?

AHALYA

I’ve no idea.

Gautam hands over an envelope to Ganga and leaves. Ahalya

and Indran slowly comes out of the building behind Gautam.

They get back to the cab and follows Gautam.
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Gautam stops near another building and calls up someone.

After sometime the security guard who helped Devki in her

initial search for Anamika, comes out of the building.

Gautam talks to him and hands over an envelope to him as

well.

Ahalya and Indran look at each other. They look extremely

suspicious about Gautam.

CUT TO

SCENE 75

INT. INDRAN’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Indran and Ahalya discuss about Gautam and his actions.

Indran scribbles some points on his notebook.

AHALYA

The thing is, I didn’t see him

drinking the whole day.

INDRAN

Hmmm. I don’t think he drinks when

he is on duty.

Ahalya thinks about it.

AHALYA

Quiet possible. But the fact that

he is paying the witnesses a visit

brings a doubt in my mind. And what

was in those envelopes.

Indran stares at Ahalya.

INDRAN

Actually it can be anything. As an

officer he can investigate about

the case and talk to the witness.

There is no harm in that.

Ahalya bangs the desk in front of her.

AHALYA

We need solid evidence Indran.

That’s the only way we can save my

father.
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INDRAN

I think we should talk to your

father once again and ask him if he

can help us with something. If

Gautam is trying to frame your

father, then there has to be a

reason. Maybe your father has

unknowingly caused some harm to

him.

Ahalya rubs her forehead with her hand and drinks water from

the bottle kept on the desk.

AHALYA

Lets meet my father tomorrow.

CUT TO

SCENE 76

INT. PRISONER’S MEETING ROOM- AFTERNOON

Brahmanamdha sits in front of Ahalya and talks to her.

BRAHMANANDHA

Inspector Gautam? Yes I do know him

but that’s all. I don’t know him

personally.

AHALYA

Do you think he can commit the

crime.

Brahmanadha thinks.

BRAHMANANDA

I’m not sure, but his wife left the

house few months back.

AHALYA

Why?

BRAHMANANDHA

They used to fight a lot.Gautam had

multiple relationships outside his

marriage I guess.

Ahalya is a bit surprised.
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AHALYA

How do you know that?

BRAHMANANDHA

The entire complex knows about it

Ahalya. We could hear the fights

and the arguments sitting at our

spots.

AHALYA

You never helped the woman?

BRAHMANANDA

I tried, I told Vimla to look into

the matter, but Gautam is such an

arsehole...

Ahalya looks determimed and at peace.

CUT TO

SCENE 77

INT. POLICE STATION- AFTERNOON

Vimla secretly goes through the file containing the officers

details. She looks for Gautam’s details and finally manages

to get his file. She clicks a few photographs of Gautam’s

details and then whatsapp it to Ahalya. She then dials

Ahalya’s number. She waits for a response.

VIMLA

Check your whatsapp, I’ve sent you

the details. Make sure my name

doesn’t come in all this Ahalya. I

would be in a big trouble.

Vimla disconnects the call and keeps it back in her pocket.

CUT TO

SCENE 78

INT. GAUTAM’S WIFE’S HOUSE- LATER

A woman in her early 30s cut vegetables. At that precise

moment the doorbell rings. The woman gets up from her place

and opens the door to her flat. She finds Ahalya standing

outside.
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AHALYA

Ms. Sikha.

THE WOMAN

Yes.

AHALYA

I’m Brahmanandha’s daughter. May I

come in?

SHIKHA

Please come in Ahalya.

There is a smile on Shikha’s face.

SHIKHA

It ls good to finally see you. I’ve

heard a lot about you from your

father.

AHALYA

I need a small favor from you Ms.

Shikha. It’s about your husband,

Gautam.

Shikha’s face turns red.

SHIKHA

I really don’t want to talk about

him Ahalya. Marrying him is the

biggest mistake of my life.

AHALYA

Don’t mind me asking, but do you

think that he can rape a child?

SHIKHA

That bastard can do anything. He is

a complete drunkard at home. He

abused me every day Ahalya. He used

to verbally abuse me and beat me

up. I won’t be surprised if he is

arrested for the crime. I couldn’t

take it any more you know. That

night when he was completely drunk

and wasted, when I tried to stop

him he pushed me and his own child

into the washroom and locked us

inside. We were in there the whole

night. That very night I decided

that I’m gonna end it. And I simply

left the house with my child the

next day. My parents hid me for the

(MORE)
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SHIKHA (cont’d)
next one month to keep me safe from

Gautam.

Ahalya listens to Shikha carefully. She looks determined.

CUT TO

SCENE 79

INT. INDRAN’S HOUSE- LATER

Indran goes through some articles on google. He looks for

Inspector Gautam. He checks the details that Vimla has

provided Ahalya. Suddenly while going through the articles,

Indran notices an article on the alleged rape charges on

Gautam. He notes that while Gautam was in Madurai he tried

to rape a girl. The girl’s name is not mentioned. Gautam was

left because there was no solid proof against him. Indran

quickly takes out his mobile and dials Ahalya’s number.

INDRAN

Hello! Ahalya, you would love to

hear what I found out.

CUT TO

SCENE 80

INT./ EXT. BUS TERMINUS/ INSIDE THE BUS- MORNING

Indran and Ahalya sits inside a bus. They talk to each

other.

AHALYA

I just hope this works.

INDRAN

This will work Ahalya. We just need

to believe in ourselves.

AHALYA

What if the girl disagrees.

INDRAN

We will continue searching for

clues Ahalya. That’s all we have to

do.

Ahalya smiles at Indran. The bus drives away.
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CUT TO

SCENE 81

INT. MADURAI POLICE STATION- AFTERNOON

Ahalya and Indran sits in front of the officer-in-charge.

The fan above moves really slow and the officer sweats

heavily. He wipes his forehead.

OFFICER

What do you want?

INDRAN

Five years ago, a complaint was

filed against Sub inspector Gautam.

A young girl in her early 20s

mentioned him in her FIR.

The officer stares at Indran.

OFFICER

So?

AHALYA

So officer, the problem is we need

a copy of that FIR. Do you get

that?

OFFICER

Mr. Lawyer, just tell me if this is

a legal way of getting your things

done.

Ahalya and Indran stare at the officer for sometime.

OFFICER

You guys know that we work on

barter system right.

Indran and Ahalya look at each other.

AHALYA

What do you want?

OFFICER

2000 for the copy.

The officer smiles at the two.

CUT RO
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SCENE 82

EXT. /INT. OUTSIDE SAPNA’S HOUSE/ ISIDE SAPNA’S HOUSE- LATER

Ahalya and Indran walks in to an old apartment. They take

the stairs and reach the third floor. They press the calling

bell. A middle aged woman opens the door. Ahalya has a copy

of the FIR in her hand.

THE WOMAN

May I help you?

INDRAN

Can we meet Sapna. It’s important.

A girl in her mid 20s come out from the room inside at that

precise moment.

YOUNG GIRL

Who is it mother?

THE WOMAN

These people want to meet you.

The woman allows the two to come in. Ahalya and Indran sit

on a sofa and the young girl sits beside them.

YOUNG GIRL

Why do you want to meet me?

AHALYA

You are Sapna right?

SAPNA

Yes.

Ahalya takes out the copy of the FIR and hands it over to

Sapna. Sapna hold the paper in her hand. Her face turns

pale. She starts crying.

Ahalya holds her hand.

AHALYA

A 7 year old girl was raped in

Chennai. And probably the same

culprit is involved. I need your

help Sapna.

Sapna looks at Ahalya.
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SAPNA

What do you want?

AHALYA

The truth will suffice dear.

Sapna lowers her head down and starts speaking.

SAPNA

I worked as a maid in the police

quarters. Gautam Sir was new and

needed a maid desperately. I

accepted the job and started

working at his place. His is the

last house I visit to. That day

while working at Sanjay sir’s house

I injured myself. It was a small

cut, I decided to come to Gautam

sir and ask for medicene as there

was no one at Sanjay sir’s house

and I had to give the key to Gautam

sir. After coming to Gautam sir’s

house I told him about my injury

and asked for a medicene. He said

he would apply the medicene

himself, I accepted the offer not

knowing the intention ma’am. He

suddenly forced himself on me

and...

Sapna sobs again.

SAPNA

I immediately filed an FIR. But

that very evening he came to my

house and threatened me to take

back the FIR. He brought arond

fifty thousand cash with him and

asked me to keep my mouth shut. My

father was really sick, so I took

it.

Sapna breaks down.

AHALYA

Sapna I know you are a very strong

girl. Will you help me. I need your

help.

SAPNA

Help?
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AHALYA

You will have to come to Chennai

and tell the whole thing in front

of court.

SAPNA

But.

AHALYA

We are there with you. Remember if

you don’t speak up today then the

number of his victims will increase

like the seven year old girl. Think

about all those needy girls like

you who are taken advantage of.

Sapna looks at her mother. The tear in the corner of Sapna’s

mother’s eye glitters.

CUT TO

SCENE 83

EXT. BUS TERMINUS- LATER

Ahalya and Indran buys ticket from a counter and walks

towards the bus.

INDRAN

Ahalya, now we have a solid proof.

At least we can fight our cause.

Ahalya smiles.

AHALYA

This seems surreal. We really need

to back up Sapna. Whatever it

takes.

Indran nods his head to give his approval. At the precise

moment Ahalya gets a call from the hospital where

Brahmanandha’s medical examimation was done. Ahalya recieves

the call.

AHALYA

Hello, yes. Ok sure I’ll be there.

It will take me some time. I’m at

Madurai. Yes. Thank you.

Ahalya disconnects the call.
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INDRAN

Who was it?

AHALYA

It was from the hospital. They want

to give me Dad’s reports.

INDRAN

Yes, we would need that as well. We

can argue that your father is not

physically fit and we can fight for

his bail.

Ahalya smiles at Indran.

AHALYA

You never give up, huh?

Indran smiles too.

INDRAN

Never.

CUT TO

SCENE 84

INT. HOSPITAL- NIGHT

Ahalya walks up to the reception and talks to the

receptionist.

AHALYA

I’m here for Mr. Brahmanandha’s

report.

THE RECEPTIONIST

Ma’am, you are?

Ahalya frowns a bit in surprise.

AHALYA

I’m his daughter.

THE RECEPTIONIST

Ok, ma’am the doctor wants to meet

you. He wants to discuss something

important about your father.

The receptionist comes out of the reception and leads her to

the doctor’s room. She knocks on the door before entering.
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THE RECPTIONIST

Sir, Brahmanandha’s daughter is

here.

The doctor stares at Ahalya.

DOCTOR

Please come in miss. Have a seat.

Ahalya slowly comes in. The receptionist leaves. The doctor

takes out a file from his drawer.

DOCTOR

Ma’am, your name is?

AHALYA

Ahalya!

DOCTOR

Ms. Ahalya, your father’s report is

not positive. His heart’s condition

is not good.

Ahalya lowers her head down, a drop of tear rolls down her

cheek.

DOCTOR

If he continues the way he is, then

I’m sorry he will not survive. And

you need to restrict his drinking

habit. It’s really dangerous for

his health.

Ahalya gets a shock of his life.

AHALYA

Drinking habit?

The doctor is amazed.

DOCTOR

Don’t tell me you don’t know about

it?

Ahalya looks dumbstruck. The doctor leaves a deep sigh of

breath.

DOCTOR

The reason his health is

detoriating is his habit of

drinking liquor.
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Ahalya takes the report in her hand and storms out of the

chamber. She looks at a loss and clueless. She sits down on

a bench and thinks hard for sometime.

CUT TO

SCENE 85

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- MORNING

The alarm wakes Ahalya up. She looks stressed out and tired.

She gets up from her bed and gets ready. She leaves the

house.

CUT TO

SCENE 86

EXT. PREMIUM COMPLEX- DAY

Ahalya walks in through the main gate of the complex. She is

in a formal attire, she wears a sunglass. The guard

approaches her.

GUARD

May I help you?

Ahalya stares at him for sometime.

AHALYA

Yes you can, do you know

Brahmanandha.

The guard nods his head.

AHALYA

How many of you are here right now?

GUARD

Around three of us.

AHALYA

Any of you were present on duty

when the incident happened.

GUARD

Ma’am, sorry to ask you, are you

talking of the rape incident?

Ahalya shakes her head to say yes.
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AHALYA

Yes I’m talking about that.

GUARD

I was there ma’am.

AHALYA

Ok, look I’m from the investigation

team and I want you to tell me the

truth. If you don’t then the

consequences will not only cost

youyour job but it will land you up

in jail.

The guard gets a bit tensed.

GUARD

Ma’am, you are from.

AHALYA

I’m from CBI, you moron. Now tell

me, does Brahmanandha drinks?

The guard is hesitant.

AHALYA

Dont keep quiet, what was your

name.

GUARD

Gauri Sankar.

AHALYA

Gauri, if you want to stay away

from jail then just answer my

question.

GAURI

He does, he always had a small

bottle of liquor in his bag. He

used to drink during his break and

while returning home.

AHALYA

Where were you on the day of the

incident?

GAURI

I was here doing my duty I promise.

Brahma gave me the responsibility

to announce the roster for the week

and I did that. He went on his

break at 12.50 and came back around

1.30pm.
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Ahalya leaves a deep breath.

AHALYA

Anything else you want to add.

GAURI

Nothing more.

Ahalya looks at Gauri.

AHALYA

Do you think he can rape a child?

Gauri’s head goes lower.

AHALYA

What happened?

GAURI

Ma’am, honestly I won’t be

surprised. Actually we have a small

group, whatsapp group, where we

share porns. And Brahmanandha is

the most active member of that

group. Sharing porns is not the

matter but the type of languages he

use or even during duty hours. The

way he looks at women. I doubt that

he has not done it.

Ahalya is shocked and taken aback.

AHALYA

Show me the group.

Gauri takes out his mobile ad shows him the goup. Ahalya

takes a snapshot and messages it to her mobile. She then

hands over the mobile to Gauri and storms out of the

complex.

CUT TO

SCENE 87

INT. AHALYA’S HOUSE- NIGHT

Ahalya lies on her bed, the lights are off. She thinks about

her father. At that precise moment a knock on the door grabs

her attention. She gets up from her bed and opens her room’s

door. She finds Akshara sobbing in front of the gate.
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AHALYA

What happened dear?

AKSHARA

It’s already 8 and no one has

wished me yet.

Ahalya remembers that it is her birthday. She quickly lifts

her in her arms.

AHALYA

Happy birthday to you, Happy

birthday to you. Happy birthday

dear Akshara, happy birthday to

you...

Akshara starts giggling.

AKSHARA

Thank you, thank you... Didi can I

get a cake.

Ahalya looks at the time. It’s 12.30am.

AHALYA

Of course you can dear.

She takes Akshara inside her room and switches on the light.

She taKes out her mobile an orders on swiggy.

AHALYA

The cake is on the way dear.

Half an hour has gone by. Akshara fidgets with

Brahmanandha’s mobile and watches video of her birthday

party the previos year. Ahalya notices the time and calls up

the delivery boy.

AHALYA

I ordered a cake, how far is it? Ok

, ok.

Ahalya suddenly notices the video Akshara is watching on the

mobile. She disconnects the call and approaches Akshara, she

takes the mobile from her hand.

AKSHARA

Last year we had fun. I’m so sorry

that you were not there.
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Ahalya watches the video, she finds Gautam and Brahmanandha

hugging each other in the party. The way they interact with

each other makes it pretty clear that Brahmanandha and

Gautam are close friends. A drop of tear rolls down

Ahalya’s cheek.

AKSHARA

Are you Ok di?

CUT TO

SCENE 88

EXT./INT. COURT- DAY

Ahalya stands in front of the court. Indran comes and stands

beside Ahalya.

INDRAN

Are you sure about it?

Ahalya nods her head to say yes.

AHALYA

Yes, I’m... Indran I’ve some work.

I’ll meet you in the evening.

INDRAN

Ok.

Ahalya walks away from the court and takes an auto.

CUT TO

SCENE 89

INT. PRISONER’S MEETING ROOM- AFTERNOON

Ahalya walks through a coridoor filled with police officers.

A constable leads her to the meeting room.

CONSTABLE

Wait here, we will get him.

Ahalya nods her head. The constable leaves the room. Ahalya

stares at the door for sometime. She takes out her file and

flips the pages. The door opens amd Brahmanandha walks in.

He has a bright smile on his face.
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BRAHMANAMDHA

Give me some good news.

Ahalya stares at Brahmanandha.

AHALYA

Have a seat.

Brahmamamdha sits down in front of Ahalya.

AHALYA

How are you doing?

Brahmanandha smiles.

BRAHMANAMDHA

Better, way better. I’m getting

better quality food.

AHALYA

And what about liquor?

Brahmanandha is shocked.

BRAHMANAMDHA

Liquor? What liquor?

Ahalya smiles at Brahmaamdha and then takes Brahmanamdha’s

medical report out from her bag and keeps it on the desk.

Brahmanandha gets shocked.

AHALYA

Your medical report says that your

heart has two blocked arteries for

your drinking habit.

Brahmanandha looks at Ahalya. He comes closer to Ahalya.

BRAHMANANDHA

I had very less. Your mom never

liked it so...

AHALYA

So you had it during your duties.

Brahmanandha looks a bit off. He is clueless by the sudden

charge of questions.

AHALYA

What happened that afternoon.
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BRAHMANAMDHA

Nothing happened. I was at my

allocation doing my job...

Before Brahmanandha completes.

AHALYA

Well, your colleague had something

else to say.

BRAHMANANDHA

Colleague?

AHALYA

As per your colleague, or rather

Colleagues, you were on your break

that afternoon. And it was during

that time 12.30 to 13.30pm. You

were not there. You didn’t do your

job of announcing the roster. What

was more important than doing your

job dad?

Brahmanandha stands up from his seat.

BRAHMANANDHA

Enough, I’m listening to you for a

long time. Didn’t I tell you that I

didn’t do anything.

Ahalya smiles.

AHALYA

You almost got me there as well.

Very carefully you implanted the

idea of a look alike angle. You

used Gautam, and planted his traits

in my head.

Brahmanadha is silent. He lowers his head down and continues

listening.

AHALYA

Gautam is your friend right? You

used Vimla’s box to ignite Gautam’s

topic.

BRAHMANANDHA

Stop it!

AHALYA

Did,you use your,daughter as well

for lust?
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BRAHMANANDHA

Ahalya, I’m gonna slap the hell out

of you. Get me out of here bitch.

A drop of tear rolls down her eyes. Ahalya gets up,from her

place.

CUT TO

SCENE 89

INT. COURT- LATER

Indran walks through the court’s coridoor. He has a file in

his hand. He checks his time.

CUT TO

SCENE 90

INT. PRISONER’S MEETING ROOM- AFTERNOON

Ahalya turms at Brahmanandha.

AHALYA

You were close to Gautam and you

knew about his past. Isn’t it?

BRAHMANANDHA

What the hell do you want?

AHALYA

Accept the truth and yor crime.

BRAHMANANDHA

Think about your mother.

AHALYA

She will survive without you dad.

I’m there to do that. But we

decline to lead a life of a

rapist’s family.

Ahalya takes out her mobie and shows Brahmanandha the

snapshot of the whatsapp group. She then gets up from her

place.
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AHALYA

Why did you do this?

Ahalya turns around and walks out of the room.

BRAHMANAMDHA

Come back here you bitch. Don’t

leave me here. Ahalya.

Brahmanandha’s voice echos in the darkness.

CUT TO

SCENE 91

INT. JUDGE’S ROOM- AFTERNOON

Indran enters the room. The judge is checking a few files.

JUDGE

Tell me Mr. Indan.

Imdran forwards a file to the judge. The jydge takes the

file and ens it. It’s an application of withdrawing the

case.

Indran takes out one more file and hands it over to judge.

JUDGE

And this about?

There is a determination om Indran’s face.

INDRAN

We want to file a case against

Inspector Gautam for raping Ms.

Sapna.

FADE OUT


